
Associate/Full Professor, Ph.D. Program in 
Interdisciplinary Health Sciences
Western Michigan University College of Health and Human Services

Western Michigan University invites applications and nominations for the position of associate / full professor in 
the Ph.D. program in interdisciplinary health sciences, an innovative, research-focused program that prepares 
students in interdisciplinary cohorts to earn a doctoral degree. This is a tenure-track academic-year faculty  
position with an expected start date in August 2016. Rank will be determined by the credentials and qualifications 
of the selected candidate.

Program

The program’s mission is to prepare Ph.D. level researchers, educators, and service providers with the skills and vision 
to improve health and human services in all areas of society. The program was initiated in 2002 in response to a call for 
interdisciplinary approaches to health, rehabilitation, and human services research by organizations such as the Pew Trust 
and the National Institutes of Health. Students are admitted in interdisciplinary cohorts of 12-16 students in even calen-
dar years and proceed through their academic coursework in two years. Most students complete their comprehensive 
examinations in year three, achieve candidacy, and finish their dissertations within the following year or two. The hybrid 
nature of on-campus and distance teaching and mentoring facilitates early to mid-career working professionals to gain  
competencies in research, teaching, and leadership so they can continue their careers as leaders in academia or other  
settings. Faculty members pursue their own research goals while providing high quality mentoring of students working 
toward theirs.

Preparing professionals today. Transforming health care and human services tomorrow.

wmich.edu/healthsciences

Major Responsibilities 
• Advise doctoral students through multiple phases 

of their program to develop required competencies 
and to have skills to function as researchers, higher 
education teachers, and transformative leaders

• Supervise research practicum, teaching practicum, 
dissertation research, and other scholarly work

• Teach on-campus and on-line courses on topics 
such as health and human services delivery systems, 
pedagogy in higher education, grant writing, policy, 
ethics, quantitative research methods, qualitative 
research methods, and evidence-based practice 
research

• Demonstrate a sustained program of research and 
grant writing 

• Model scholarly productivity through an active 
program of publications and presentations

• Supervise doctoral associates
• Support program graduates as well as active students 

in their publication efforts
• Lead at least one of the four committees for 

comprehensive examination product evaluation 
(research article writing, policy analysis, grant 
writing, and teaching portfolio) 

• Serve as a member of the program’s Academic Affairs 
Committee

• Engage in recruiting and admissions activities with 
prospective students

• Contribute to an interdisciplinary environment of 
research, instruction, and community collaboration

• Engage in service to the program, the college, 
the university, professional associations, and the 
community, both local and global



The University
Western Michigan University, a learner centered, discovery 
driven and globally engaged public research university, enrolls 
more than 23,000 students from 100 nations around the globe.  
WMU has been designated by the Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching as one of just 147 public institutions in 
the nation with high or very high research activity.

The Community
Kalamazoo, Michigan, is located in southwestern Michigan, 
halfway between Chicago and Detroit. The Kalamazoo community 
is a great place to live and work. Learn about our community at 
wmich.edu/hr/kalamazoo and discoverkalamazoo.com.

To Apply 
Visit wmich.edu/hr/jobs for instructions. 
Search for posting #0603423.

The College
The College of Health and Human Services is located in a  195,000 
square foot building with state-of-the-art teaching technologies 
and spacious research laboratories. The college enrolls over 
3,200 students, with more than a third of those at the graduate 
level. 

In addition to the Ph.D. program in Interdisciplinary Health 
Sciences, the college includes programs in blindness and 
low vision studies, nursing, occupational therapy, physician 
assistant, social work, speech pathology and audiology, holistic 
health care, alcohol and drug abuse, interdisciplinary health 
services, and public health. The college will offer a doctor of 
physical therapy beginning in 2018. 

Work in the college has been funded by grants from the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH), the Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA), and the U.S. Department of Education. 
The college also operates the Unified Clinics, a multidisciplinary 
service/training clinic. 

Learn more about our growing college at wmich.edu/hhs.

wmich.edu/healthsciences

Minimum Qualifications
• Earned research doctoral degree in a health or human 

services profession or related field of study 
• Experience in a full-time position at a university or other 

research institution or health agency with a record of 
excellence in scholarly activities (e.g., research, grant 
funding, peer-reviewed publications, awards), teaching/
mentoring, and professional service

Desired Qualifications
• Record of teaching, service, and scholarly work consistent 

with appointment at the associate or full professor level
• History of effective interdisciplinary leadership,  

communication, and collaboration
• Experience with graduate level teaching, including prepa-

ration of professionals in a health or human services 
profession

• Experience mentoring graduate students and junior  
colleagues in research, peer review, and publishing

• Demonstrated ability to conduct research relevant to  
evidence-based practice in health-related professions

• Demonstrated competence in research design, data  
collection, and analysis—quantitative or qualitative

• Grant writing and project administration experience

Associate/Full Professor, Ph.D. Program in Interdisciplinary Health Sciences
Western Michigan University College of Health and Human Services

Salary  
Competitive salary, commensurate with qualifications and 
experience, with an excellent benefits package.

Application Deadline  
Applications are being accepted now and will be reviewed until 
the position is filled.

Expected Start Date  August 15, 2016

Required Application Documents

• A letter describing qualifications, accomplishments, and 
professional experiences related to the position

• Curriculum Vitae
• Names, titles, affiliations, e-mail addresses, and telephone 

numbers for three references

WMU is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer. Minorities, women, veterans, 
individuals with disabilities and all other qualified individuals are encouraged to apply.


