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RESEARCH POLICIES COUNCIL 
Minutes of November 13, 2014 

 
Members present:  Osama Abudayyeh, Michele Anderson, Steve Bertman, Paul 
Ciccantell, Martha Councell-Vargas, Muralidhar Ghantasala, Michael Lindquist, 
Dan Litynski, Muhammad Razi, David Rudge, Paul Solomon (for Cat Crotchett), 
Jessaca Spybrook, Christine Byrd-Jacobs (for Susan Stapleton), Betty McKain 
(for Patti Van Walbeck), Andre Venter, Udaya Wagle. Member absent:  Lori 
Brown. Also present:  Kelli Bond, Office of the Vice President for Research, 
Miranda Howard, Libraries 
 
Council Chair Paul Ciccantell called the meeting to order at 2:33 p.m. 
 

Procedural Items 
 

Acceptance of the Agenda 
 
A motion was made by Rudge, seconded by Wagle, to accept the agenda. Motion 
carried. 
 

Approval of Minutes of October 9, 2014 
 
A motion was made by Venter, seconded by Spybrook, to approve the minutes of 
the October 9, 2014 meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
 

New Business 
 
 

Volunteer for RPC Representative on the Faculty Senate  
Ad Hoc Plagiarism Committee 

 
 
Abudayyeh explained that a volunteer from RPC was needed for this committee, 
which will decide on how many meetings are needed. 
 
Andre Venter volunteered to represent RPC. 
 
 

Update on University Policy on Data Collection through Surveys –  
David Reinhold, Associate Provost for Assessment and Undergraduate Studies 

 
Reinhold did not attend the meeting. 
 
 

Continued/Old Business 
 

Two subcommittees to examine Faculty Research and Creative Activities Award 
(FRACAA) (Bertman chair) and Support for Faculty Scholar Award (SFSA) 

(Rudge chair) for February meeting: membership update 
 
Ciccantell requests report back to RPC by February meeting. 
 
 

Discussion of 2014-15 Council Charge #6 
on Research and Creative Activities Day 

 
A motion was made by Bertman, seconded by Lindquist, to keep Poster Day. 
Motion passed. 

 
Chair Ciccantell will talk to Mark Wheeler from Graduate Studies Council about 
working in this committee; the volunteers from RPC were Lori Brown and Michael 
Lindquist. Discussions about looking at the judging rules were also made, to make 
judging criteria more workable. 

 
A motion was made by Bertman, seconded by Abudayyeh, to appoint L. Brown 
and M. Lindquist to the Poster Day Committee.  Motion passed. 
 
The second issue discussed was to have Faculty Senate set up an Ad Hoc 
Committee for future Poster Days. 
 
No decision was made. 
 
 
Chair Ciccantell discussed RPC’s role within the University and made some 
suggestions on how to inform the University personnel on what RPC does.  

• Go to the people who are supposed to represent Faculty graduate 
students 

• Go to the departments that we’re supposed to represent 
• Go to department meeting 
• Try to come up with a report of what is going on  

 
Litynski-  

• We are sending out a Faculty Survey - it’s ready to launch   
• It takes about 18 minutes to fill out  
• Have shown to administration 
• All faculty and research staff taking 
• This is a vehicle for RPC if faculty will take it 

www.wmich.edu/facultysenate 



• Asks for challenges and obstacles in conducting research - looking at 
Research Climate 

• Explorative, open ended, qualitative study 
• What’s going on, how to get support 
• Hanover is running this survey - through a third party  
• The Office of the Vice President for Research only seeing the aggregate 
• This is a service of our office 
• What is the perception of research at WMU? 
• Will be sharing the survey before the next meeting 
• Sign in using user ID - anonymous but protected 
• Open for a couple of weeks 

Ciccantell- we will return to this topic at the next meeting. 
 

Reports 
 

Council Chair – Paul Ciccantell 

He attended the Senate Executive Board and Council Chairs' Meeting on 
November 12. 

• Academic Program Review and Planning: December 17 deadline for 
reports to department heads; final decisions in May 

• General Education review to reduce the # of GenEd courses and present 
new version of curriculum within 3 years 

• review of university strategic plan and particularly metrics underway, e.g. 
including publications as a metric of research output 

• Senate's Campus Planning and Finance Council is engaged in an 
extensive effort to create a single university-wide budget and planning 
model for consistency across colleges 

Vice President for Research – Daniel Litynski 
 
Research and Dessert did several things this year.  Normally ½ a day, this year 
we had early morning workshops and provost sponsored reception. 

• 70-100 people attended, in the past 100-150 attended 
• Workshop in morning - 20 people attended 
• Good evaluations 
• Every other week OVPR has workshops called Discover Discovery at the 

Fetzer Center 
• Discovery Communities - trying to build Department of Transportation 

with the College of Engineering and Psychology Department and four 
other universities - Wayne State, Utah and others 

• This past May and June we applied for the 1st in the World - 2 million for 
5 years,  500 applied - 24 were awarded and we were one of the 

awardees, awarded to Andrea Beach and Charles Henderson - to help 
disadvantaged students          

• For each Discovery Community - Hanover came up with reports  
o Health 
o Sustainability 
o STEAR and STEAM 
o Entreprenuership 

• Build interdisciplinary groups 
• Paul Tuttle (Hanover) helped to facilitate these communities 

o Health Community 
 2 people from CHITA Center stepped up 
 Between Business and Health & Human Services 
 Tarn and Falan stepped up 
 OVPR will help support 

• OVPR will be happy to facilitate these communities - more data driven 
 

Chair Ciccantell- requested Geever presentation 
Litynski - Discovery Plans will be reviewed and updated, then will post online 
Will share Hanover reports - 75% or 85% returned discovery plan, we encouraged 
chairs to talk to faculty. 

 
Dean of the Graduate College 

Christine Byrd-Jacobs for Susan Stapleton 
 

Two awards given to graduate students by the Graduate College 
• Graduate College Research Grant (GCRG) 

o 7 applied, 5 were awarded 
o $1,000 a piece 

• Graduate College Travel Grant (GCTG) 
o 26 applied, 15 received 
o $700 a piece 
o May apply for an additional $600 for international travel 

 
 

Adjournment 
 

A motion was made by Solomon, seconded by Bertman, to adjourn.  Motion 
carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m.  
 
 
Kelli Bond  
Acting Secretary 
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