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May this email motivate you to join us!
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Hello Aviation Alumni and Friends,

Tick-Tock. Tick-Tock. If you’re like Captain Hook, the sound of a ticking clock should

cause you alarm. Why? That is because the 12th Annual WMU Aviation Golf Outing is
coming up quickly. It’s not too late to register, and we want ALL of you to come join
us.

Every level of play is welcome, invited, and encouraged to attend - we have three
courses to choose from. Not a golfer? Not a problem, join us on our comical course.
Are you one stroke away from turning pro? Sign up to play our Premium Package on
Stoatin Brae - the 2021 National Course of the Year! Most importantly, come and
have some fun, while also helping us raise money for our Alumni and Friends
Scholarship. There are limited spots on each course, don’t delay. Sign up
information below!

Alumni Feature
Featured this month is 2022 Aviation Flight Science Alumnus Garrett Williams. As a
recently hired WMU College of Aviation Certified Flight Instructor, Williams is eagerly
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pursuing his first aviation job. Read the rest of his story by clicking the link below!
Remember, scroll to the bottom of the email for additional stories on College of
Aviation students, faculty and staff.

ATTENTION EMILY BACINSKI AND KEN MACIEJEWSKI. You two are the winners for
April. Congratulations! Every month you can enter the monthly drawing. All it takes
is a click or two! For our winners, please contact tom.thinnes@wmich.edu with

your address and shirt size, and I’ll get your gift shipped out to you ASAP.

News, Events and Save the Dates!

¢ SIGN UP NOW- The 2023 WMU Aviation Golf Outing
o Monday, June 12,2023 - We are just under 1 month away!
= Click here
o With three courses to choose from, all playing abilities are welcome!
Remember, all proceeds from the event help to grow the Alumni and
Friends Scholarship
¢ Meet the Air Race Classic Team
o Click here to meet the 2023 Air Race Classic Team.
o The race will take place between June 17 - 25, starting in Grand Forks,
ND and finishing in Homestead, FL
o The Women's Air Race Classic Team is currently holding their annual
"Name on the Plane" Fundraiser. If you are interested in having your
name printed on the airplane, please consider donating to the team!
= $25 will give you a social media shoutout on their accounts
= $50 will give you a social media shoutout and name on the
airplane
= $100 will give you a social media shoutout, t-shirt and name on
the airplane
= For more information, please visit their Instagram and or
Facebook pages
= |Instagram: wmu_airraceclassicteam
= Facebook: Air Race Classic Team at WMU
o Congratulations to the 2022-23 Sky Broncos
o Our Sky Broncos finished 4th overall in the National Intercollegiate
Flying Association's national competition, narrowly missing 3rd place by
just 3.5 points!
o Theteam placed 3rd overall in ground events and 5th overall in flight
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o Check out the NIFA website for the official results
¢ Upcoming Industry Events
o Areyou planning on attending any of the following events? If so, make
sure to stop by the WMU College of Aviation booth. You never know?
Maybe we'll have a gift or two for you!
= Professional Asian Pilots Association Conference- May 18-19, Las
Vegas, NV
= EAA AirVenture-July 24-30, Oshkosh, WI
= Organization of Black Aerospace Professionals Conference-
August 9-11, New Orleans, LA
= Latino Pilots Association Conference- September 13, Kissimmee,
FL
o Help Establish a Newly Proposed Seaplane Base in Norther Lower
Michigan
o The proposed base, KICM, will open at 2:05 p.m. on July 20, and open to
visitors until 2:09 p.m. on August 1.
¢ In Memoriam
o Itiswith a heavy heart that we must inform you of two members of the
College of Aviation Family who have passed away:
= Linda Dillon- a valued member of the College of Aviation, passed
away on Saturday, May 13, after a lengthy battle with cancer.
= George Klein, Class of 1978- Klein was employed by Sikorsky
Aircraft for 30 years, working as a Logistics Engineer, later working
with Hamilton Sundstrand, and Dayton T. Brown Inc.

Thanks for being great supporters! Please let us know how you are doing. Send
updates to tom.thinnes@wmich.edu!

Go Broncos!
Tom

Tom Thinnes

Western Michigan University

College of Aviation

Recruitment, Marketing, and Outreach

Thanks for making it to the end! Now that you’re here, enter this month’s prize
drawing. Click Here!
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Geared Up and Getting it Done: Garrett Williams Climbs into His
First Aviation Job - Flight Instructing at WMU

Garrett Williams is at the point in his aviation pathway where hundreds of WMU

College of Aviation alumni launched their professional careers.

Williams, a 2022 graduate with a degree in aviation flight science, has recently
joined the college's squadron of certified flight instructors, admitting that he
doesn't have "much experience teaching, yet | have only been a flight instructor for
8 months, | am looking forward to continue teaching."

Showering our donors with gratitude on Thank You Day!
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This past Giving Day, thousands of alumni and friends came together to make a
difference at WMU, and we wanted to share how much our students appreciate the
Bronco love! On Thursday, April 13, we set up stations around campus—from the
Bernhard Center to the College of Aviation—where current Broncos had the
opportunity to write messages of appreciation to our amazing donors.

May is Leave a Legacy Month

O ez
MAY IS LEAVE

A LEGACY
MONTH.

Michiganders are remarkable and generous, with more than an estimated 80% of
households making charitable contributions every year.
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Despite this, only about 21% have an up-to-date will in place to protect themselves
and their families, as well as the communities and causes closest to their hearts.

Fewer still have chosen to include a charitable donation in their estate plan.

e Gaining Altitude with Guadalupe Guzman Ramos — Current WMU Aviation Flight

Science Student and Future Professional Pilot

e The Lovable Latvian, Janis Strupis is making waves in the WMU Aviation Technical

Operations Program

e 2023 Arbor Day celebration honors Western's commitment to Tree Campus

esignation

e WMU's Cold Case Program helps crack second case

e WMU Night at Comerica Park is June 23

So that all may learn

Donations made today are an investment in
providing unique opportunities for students
and pave a pathway for generations to come,
ensuring that ‘all may learn” at WMU.

ALUMNI

ASSOCIATION

m §f X ©

College of Aviation | University Advancement

1903 W Michigan Ave, Kalamazoo MI 49008-5403

Give Now | WMUalumni.org | Contact Us | Your Profile | Unsubscribe
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