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Dear Dance Alumni and Friends, 

I hope you will forgive me for waxing nostalgic.  As I write this letter, I am completing my 
final days as department chair after first setting foot on WMU’s campus 40 years ago as a 
prospective freshman.  What I observed during that first visit, a mesmerizing class taught by 
Clara “Lulu” Gamble, has evolved into one of the finest undergraduate dance programs 
in the country.  I knew then and there that I would do anything to study dance at WMU 
and never looked back.  Ever since that spring of 1974, with the exception of my graduate 
work in Cleveland and two sabbaticals, WMU Dance has been my focus, and I could not 
be more proud of where we are today!  Read more about the recent success of our 
current students at the regional American College Dance Festival (ACDFA) as well as all of 
the wonderful things our alumni are doing inside this newsletter.   

By the time you read this, I will be completely moved into my new office at WMU’s Lee 
Honors College, Nina Nelson will have begun her fourth stint as department chair, and we 
hope to have signed contracts with two new faculty members.  We will have completed 
an extraordinary spring season of Junior Juries, Capstone and Graduating Presentation 
performances and watched our seniors cross Miller stage, diploma in hand.  Twenty-five 
upperclassmen and faculty will have just returned from our Student Investment Project trip 
(see page 14) and planning for an exciting 2014-15 academic year will have begun.   
Please note the dates for next year’s entrance and scholarship auditions on the final page 
of the newsletter and continue to send us your best and brightest students!  

Finally, I ask you to join me in enabling future dance students to have the experiences they 
need to compete in an ever-changing dance world.  During my long career on the 
dance faculty, I have seen the life-altering difference attendance at professional dance 
conferences and workshops can make for our students.  As my parting gift, I have 
established an endowment to generate funds to help defray the travel and registration 
costs for students to participate in professional dance workshops, meetings and 
conferences.  Did you know that this year’s expenses for 20 students and faculty to attend 
ACDFA exceeded $6,000?  A trip to participate in the International Association for Dance 
Medicine and Science meeting or the International Association of Blacks in Dance 
conference now exceeds $900 per student.  Were you one of the many students who 
benefited from attending such events as ACDFA, IABD or IADMS? Please reflect on how 
that experience influenced you and consider a tax-deductible donation to help build the 
new endowment, the Dance Major Support Fund for Travel to Professional Conferences 
and Workshops.  Checks may be sent to the WMU Foundation designated for the 
endowment: 

Gift Processing 
Western Michigan University 
1903 W. Michigan Avenue 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5403 

You may also donate online at http://tinyurl.com/kl4gyaq.  Please join me in ensuring that 
our students continue to have off-campus experiences that enrich and help prepare them 
for their futures.   

I’ll continue to see you at on-campus performances, and students will still have to survive 
Dance Science and Kinesiology with me for several years to come.  Thank you all for the 
many wonderful memories and fulfilling years we’ve had together and all you do to 
support WMU Dance. 

Yours in dance with hugs from the ‘Zoo, 
 
Jane 
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Alumni Updates 

Amanda Edgar (BA 2005) 

Erin Lamont (BA 2002) 
Erin has just choreographed a scene for the 
forthcoming film The Gambler starring Mark Wahlberg 
and John Goodman.  Erin will also be featured on the 
final episode of Project Runway’s: Under The Gunn as 
a choreographer and performer.  In addition, her 
burlesque show, The Lalas, is touring casinos around 
the United States and traveling to Cape Town, South 
Africa, in the fall for a show series! 

Christina Maley (BA 2004) 
Christina has had a busy spring!  She has been and will continue to work as a seamstress for the HopeStone 
Dance Company (where she takes class) for the rest of their season.  She was also the Wardrobe Supervisor 
for the Houston Ballet’s Mixed-Rep Program in March.  As an electrician, Christina is still frequently working 
for the Houston Symphony, running spotlight for their POPS Season.  She is looking forward to designing the 
symphony’s POPS Concert and final Family Series Concert in April. 

Christine (Nielsen) Czuprynski (BFA 2000) 

Amanda graduated from WMU in 2005, with a Bachelor of Arts in Dance and a Bachelor of Science in 
Occupational Therapy.  She currently lives in Denver, Colorado.  Amanda works at a home health agency 
and, last July, was promoted to Director of Therapy.  She manages 33 occupational, physical, and speech 
therapists that provide therapeutic services to the pediatric population in Denver.  Amanda has continued 
dancing.  Prior to 2008, Amanda was the Studio Director at The Dance Zone in Paw Paw, MI.  Now, she just 
dances for fun.  Amanda is a member of an adult dance company called Dance Found. In July, Dance 
Found will be holding a ballet history concert in which Amanda will be dancing the “Peasant Dance” from 
Giselle and “Four Swans” from Swan Lake. 

Chris lives and works in Chicago.  She graduated from University of Michigan Law School in 2005 and 
worked for Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan from September 2005 until February 2012. Chris now works 
in private practice for Reed Smith and focuses on privacy and data security litigation and compliance. 
Much more exciting than her role as a lawyer is her new role as a wife.  Chris got married in October and is 
loving married life with her husband, Patrick. They honeymooned in Hawaii, love Chicago, and are looking 
forward to sunshine and summer in the city.  When she can find the time, Chris takes ballet at Ruth Page 
Dance Center. 
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Marlo resides in Seattle, WA.  She is the artistic director and owner 
of eXit SPACE (now in its 9th season and has become the 2nd 
largest studio in Seattle), produces the annual BOOST dance 
festival, and directs her company, badmarmarDANCE (see photo 
on the left).  This past year she was a guest choreographer at 
Cornish College of the Arts, Strictly Seattle (Velocity Dance 
Center), Western Michigan University (yay!), and Bellevue 
College. Marlo is committed to contributing to the dance 
community in Seattle (and beyond) – as a leader/director, 
producer, choreographer, and teacher. 

More Alumni Updates 

Dani Mattar (BFA 2013) 
After graduating last spring, Dani moved to Sandusky, OH to dance 
in Luminosity – Ignite the Night and Sideshow: A Carnival of Magic at 
Cedar Point Amusement Park.  In November, she moved back to 
Michigan to be near family for the holidays before making the big 
move to LA in January!  Dani has been in LA for almost three months 
now and has recently accepted another position in Luminosity at 
Cedar Point this coming summer.  She has also been offered a 
position with RWS and Associates on the Holland America Cruise Line, 
shipping off sometime after her Cedar Point contract ends this 
summer. 

Sarah Rabbers (BFA 2009) 
Since graduation, Sarah has immersed herself in the Chicago 
dance scene.  Her professional company, Tapestry Dance 
Company, is now three-and-a-half years old, wow!  Recently, 
Tapestry has been selected to be in Inaside's Choreographic 
Event, and Tapestry will dance alongside fellow Chicago 
company, Ballet 5:8, in their Spring Series.  Sarah has also been 
teaching and adjudicating all over the Midwest.  In July, Sarah is 
getting married to the love of her life! 

Marlo (Stafford) Martin (BFA 2001) 

Katie Mattar (BFA 2013) 
After graduating last spring, Katie moved to Sandusky, OH to 
dance for the summer and fall seasons at Cedar Point 
Amusement Park.  In November, Katie moved to New York City, 
where she has worked with Sidra Bell, Nelly Van Bommel, Shawn T. 
Bible (a faculty member at Grand Valley State University), and 
Alison Clancy (a New York-based singer/dancer).  Katie has also 
been modeling and, of course, taking classes and auditioning as 
much as she can; her job at Brick New York, a luxury CrossFit gym, 
has kept her from starving!  Katie has recently been asked to join 
the Tania Pérez-Salas Dance Company based in Mexico City. 
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MORE Alumni Updates 

Hanna Rose Stangebye (BFA 2013) 
Hanna’s new work That Thing at That Place with That Person was 
premiered on April 9 and 10 at The Garage in San Francisco as a 
part of the Resident Artist Workshop (RAW) Series.  Hanna, working 
as Artistic Director and Choreographer, collaborated with other 
visual and performing artists in the Bay Area to create a unique, 
multidisciplinary performance that explored universal human 
emotions and stereotypes. 

Michielle Kaiser Romo (BA 2006) 
Last year, Michelle moved back to Memphis, TN from 
SoCal when her husband retired from the Marine Corps.  
Michelle also returned to teaching dance last fall!  She 
runs the ballet program at Studio B Dance Inc. in 
Germantown, a suburb of Memphis.  She loves watching 
her two boys grow and looks forward to moving out to the 
country this summer. 

Katie Reese (BA 2011) 
Katie has been keeping really busy in Los Angeles, CA.  Katie 
is featured as a dancer in the Reebok Spring/Summer 
Campaign 2014 and recently booked a role as a 
cheerleader on the hit YouTube channel, "Epic Meal Time.”  In 
April, Katie danced in the Hollywood premiere of Talia Favia’s 
The Difference Between Sinking and Drowning at the 
Montalban Theatre, and she just became a dancer for the 
Vintage Bells, a retro pin-up jazz/burlesque group.  Katie has 
recently performed with musician and former Pussycat Doll, 
Kaya Jones, for a second time.  Katie also just modeled for 
the Italian fashion magazine Grazia where Revlon teamed up 
for the shoot. 

Angie Yetzke (BA 1994) 
Angie lives in West Michigan with her husband and two boys, twelve and nine years old.  She is 
completing both her first year as Assistant Professor of Dance at Hope College and the final project 
for her Certified Movement Analyst certification through the Laban/Bartenieff Institute of Movement 
Studies in New York City.  She looks forward to being done with school after four years of back-to-
back MFA and CMA pursuit.  This summer, Angie will co-produce a concert of creative work with 
colleagues at Grand Valley State University and Purdue.  
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Still MORE Alumni Updates  

The BOOST Dance Festival: Showcasing Seattle Talent,  
Representing WMU Dance 

In 2010, the BOOST dance festival, under the direction of WMU alumna Marlo Martin (BFA 2001), 
premiered at The Erickson Theatre in the Capitol Hill district of Seattle.  Operating within the highly 
competitive dance landscape of the Pacific Northwest, the festival is focused on creating 
opportunities for Seattle-based contemporary dance artists of all genres by providing a platform for 
the creation and performance of new works.   

Having just completed its fifth year with a two-weekend run in April, the festival, now co-directed by 
Martin and fellow WMU alumna Kristen Legg (BFA 2002) (who took on co-directorial responsibilities in 
2013), continues to gain momentum and respect.  “Martin’s vision has guided BOOST to its place as 
one of the most interesting festivals in the city,” writes Omar Willey of The Seattle Star.   

New for the 2014 festival was the addition of BOOSTmeUP!, a program specifically designed to offer 
performance opportunities for pre-professional dancers.  In 2011, the festival began to emphasize a 
more transparent selections process, opening up submissions to out-of-state artists, networking 
between local and out-of-state artists, and teaching opportunities for the selected applicants.  The 
2012 festival introduced the Guest Artist Series with hopes of fostering new relationships and future 
collaborations with artists from across the country. 

A split-bill performance at last year’s festival featured excerpts of two new, full-length productions by 
Martin, piece without context, and Legg, An Irritating Cerebral Itch.  Both full dances have been 
staged and recently performed in Seattle.  Legg’s piece featured 2004 BFA WMU graduate Mary 
Kirkpatrick, whom Willey qualifies as a “capable virtuoso.” 

Martin and Legg are committed to sustaining the vision of the BOOST dance festival – producing a 
multifaceted and engaging festival experience for the artists and audience members alike. 

For additional information, visit www.boostdancefestival.org  

Redd Legg Dance  
(directed by alumna Kirsten Legg) 
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Both dances submitted by the Western Michigan University Department of Dance were selected by three professional 
adjudicators for performance at the Gala Concert at the American College Dance Festival Association East-Central 
Conference held this year at Ohio University, March 2-5. This is the second year in a row that WMU has had both dances 
submitted for adjudication selected for this highly competitive honor.  Both dances were seen by Kalamazoo audiences 
in the department’s Winter Gala Dance Concert at the end of January. 
 
Twenty-five schools had work adjudicated by blind peer review; the adjudicators knew only the title of the dance, the 
premiere date and the title of the music. Eleven of forty-five adjudicated dances were selected for the Gala program 
from nine different schools from Maryland, Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
 
Associate Professor Carolyn Pavlik’s It Takes Two, performed by ten WMU dance majors, and WMU senior dance major 
Connor Cornelius’ My Hyphen, a duet performed by Cornelius of Oak Park, IL, and WMU junior dance major Alex Hlavaty 
of Center Line, MI, were featured on the Gala Concert program on Wednesday evening, March 5, to close the festival. 
Assistant Professor Whitney Moncrief served as rehearsal director for My Hyphen, and Assistant Professor Megan Slayter 
served as technical coordinator and lighting designer for both dances; sophomore dance major Raeann Burkey of 
Kalamazoo created the original lighting design for My Hyphen. 
 
Adjudicators described My Hyphen as "clever, witty, [and] ingenious.”  “Dance Theatre at its best!  Wow – this piece has 
to go to New York Live Downtown,” one adjudicator proclaimed.  They also noted the impactful imagery of the piece 
and the great expressive quality of the two dancers, commenting that “the dancers demonstrated clear technique, 
but…the dance went beyond the technique.” 
 
My Hyphen was one of only four works choreographed by undergraduate students selected for the Gala Concert. 
 
For It Takes Two, the adjudicators admired the technique of the ten dancers as well as the feelings of joy and conviction 
with which they performed.  Highlighting the “clever groupings and gestural phrases,” the adjudicators appreciated the 
thoughtful choreographic choices made in the work concerning design of the space, transitions between phrases and 
movement to/from the stage.  They remarked that It Takes Two was “clearly the work of a mature artist who understands 
his/her craft very well.” 
 
Additional information on the American College Dance Festival Association, which is in its 41st year, is available at 
acdfa.org. 

WMU 
Dancers 

Selected for 
ACDFA Gala 

Concert 

Photo by Tim Motley, Motley Cat Studios 

It Takes Two by Carolyn 
Pavlik 

Photo by Tim Motley,  
Motley Cat Studios 

My Hyphen by 
Connor Cornelius 
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Professor and Alumna 
Contribute Chapters to Recent 

Publication on Jazz Dance 
Assistant Professor of Dance Kirsten Harvey and alumna of the 
WMU Department of Dance Melanie George were recently 
published in a new jazz dance textbook titled Jazz Dance: A History 
of the Roots and Branches, by the University of Florida Press.  Ms. 
Harvey’s chapter on “Jazz Dance in the Broadway Musical” covers 
the unique history and trajectory of jazz dance on the Broadway 
stage from the 1920s through the present, and Ms. George’s 
chapter titled “Jazz Dance, Pop Culture, and the Music Video Era” 
explores how jazz dance was impacted by the MTV generation 
and popular culture of the 1980s.  

Jazz Dance: A History of the Roots and Branches is intended to 
provide university students multiple perspectives on jazz dance 
from its origins to today.  The textbook offers the only overview of 
jazz dance trends and developments since 1960.  Debra McWaters 
in a review of the textbook says that it is “a must-read for all 
dancers as the invaluable historical references and in-depth 
coverage of the different jazz forms cannot be found in such detail 
in any other book on the market today.” 

Additional information on the publication is available at 
http://upf.com/book.asp?id=OLIVE002 

  

Assistant Professor of Dance 
Kirsten Harvey 

Alumna Melanie George (BA 1994) 
Director of the Dance Program at 
American University 
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Winter Gala Dance Concert 2014 

Working Memory by 
David Curwen 

Photo by Tim Motley,  
Motley Cat Studios 

My Hyphen by 
Connor Cornelius 

Photo by Tim Motley,  
Motley Cat Studios 

A Biddable Breed 
by Jesse Hoisington Photo by Tim Motley,  

Motley Cat Studios 
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More 
Winter Gala 

Dance 
Concert 2014  

look at me with your eyes 
wide shut by Marlo Martin 

Photo by Tim Motley, Motley Cat Studios 

One Sound Looking Back 
by Peter Chu 
Photo by Tim Motley, Motley Cat Studios 

IT Takes Two by Carolyn 
Pavlik 

Photo by Tim Motley, Motley Cat Studios 
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 MORE Winter Gala Dance Concert 2014  

Ritournelle by Gabrielle Lamb 

Photo by Tim Motley, Motley Cat Studios Ravenfeather by Kirsten Harvey 

Photo by Tim Motley, Motley Cat Studios 
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       Still MORE Winter Gala Dance Concert 2014  

Entrechat by 
Sharon Garber 

Photo by Tim Motley,  
Motley Cat Studios 

Linea by Eddy 
Ocampo 

Photo by Tim Motley,  
Motley Cat Studios 

Corey’s 
Promise by 
Emily Rayburn 

Photo by Tim Motley,  
Motley Cat Studios 
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On January 31, Western Michigan University’s Department of Dance and Partners in Dance were 
proud to announce the two recipients of this year’s Community Dance Advocacy Award, Nancy 
Ehrle and Judah Gesmundo.  The awards were presented at the Greats Works Dinner as part of 
the Department of Dance’s annual Winter Gala Dance Concert at WMU.  

Partners in Dance created the Community Dance Advocacy Award to highlight and recognize 
dance activity, advocacy, and leadership in the Greater Kalamazoo Area.  Conferred annually, 
this award honors a leader or volunteer who has demonstrated significant accomplishments in the 
advancement of dance in the community.  Nominations are accepted each fall. 

Both Ms. Ehrle and Ms. Gesmundo have outstanding records of service to the art of dance and 
have given an incredible amount of time, energy, vision, and support to promote dance 
throughout West Michigan. 

Nancy Ehrle was a founding member of Partners in Dance and has tirelessly worked to progress the 
art of dance by promoting dance education and opportunities for students to expand their 
training as dance artists.  Enthusiastic, positive, knowledgeable, articulate, and always willing to 
engage the task at hand, Ms. Ehrle has been dubbed “the quintessential volunteer.”  Ms. Ehrle’s 
enthusiasm for dance extends to various areas in the dance sector.  In addition to her involvement 
with Western Michigan University’s Dance Department, Ms. Ehrle is known throughout the 
community for her support of an array of local arts organizations. 

Judah Gesmundo, a former dancer herself, has provided visionary leadership to the nonprofit 
dance sector in West Michigan, most notably with her involvement with Wellspring/Cori Terry and 
Dancers.  Ms. Gesmundo’s passion for dance as well as her formidable organizational, planning, 
and fundraising skills have been pivotal to the Wellspring Company.  As with Ms. Ehrle, Ms. 
Gesmundo has not limited her support to one organization; she is a consistent and steadfast 
advocate for collaboration and unity throughout the dance sector of West Michigan. 

Through their continued support of dance in West Michigan, Ms. Nancy Ehrle and Ms. Judah 
Gesmundo are models of excellence in volunteerism and embody the values of the Community 
Dance Advocacy Award. 

Community Dance Advocacy Award 2014 

Judah Gesmundo Nancy Ehrle (via recording as she was on her way to 
South Africa) 
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Western Michigan University’s Department of Dance BFA seniors of 2014 presented their fully-student-
produced concert Jitter Tolerance that ran April 10th-13th.  This concert showcased the diverse 
choreography of Michele Rosemann, Jesse Hoisington, Connor Cornelius, Julie-Ann Gambino, and 
Veronica Woods.  The BFA graduating seniors worked together to fundraise, promote, and create a 
concert of professional quality.  Jitter Tolerance displayed the seniors' choreographic capabilities as 
well as the logistical and promotional skills that they acquired while producing the concert. 

Jane Baas, Associate Dean of the Lee Honors College and Chair of the Department of Dance, 
believes that this concert “…is [a] culminating project that enables BFA students to weave together 
all they have learned about dance technique, choreography, production, and management during 
their studies at WMU into a final concert.”  

Jitter Tolerance premiered six new dances. The five senior Bachelor of Fine Arts dance majors each 
presented their individual, innovative choreography and performed a commissioned work, In 
Comparison the Individual Rises, by Chicago-based choreographer Joshua Manculich.  Funding for 
Manculich’s piece was made possible through Partners in Dance.	  

Photo by A. Deran Photography 

Graduating Presentations 2014 

Dancers (left to right): Veronica Woods, Michelle Rosemann, Julie-Ann Gambino, Connor Cornelius, and Jesse Hoisington 
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Senior Dessert 

Celebrating our graduating seniors at Nina’s house! 
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Montréal Student Immersion Project Trip 

On April 29, twenty-five junior and senior dance majors traveled to 
Montréal, Canada to learn about and experience Montréal’s 
dance scene.  Faculty members Whitney Moncrief, Carolyn Pavlik 
and David Curwen planned the trip, and Whitney, Carolyn and 
Jane chaperoned the trip.  Students enjoyed master classes, panel 
presentations and performances along with taking in some of 
Montréal's cultural sites. The trip was made possible by College of 
Fine Arts Differential Tuition funding. 

At the Detroit airport bright and 
early! 

Edgar Zendejas master class in 
Montréal 

After an amazing master class 
with Edgar Zendejas  
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Montréal Student Immersion Project Trip 

(cont.) 

Rep class at Les Ballets Jazz de Montréal 

Montréal! 

At Les Grands Ballets Canadiens 
de Montréal to watch company 
class  
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Montréal Student Immersion Project Trip 

(cont.) 

Preparing for class with Marc Boivin at École 
de Danse Contemporaire de Montréal 

All dressed up! 

On the way home to Michigan  
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Fall 2014 Semester 

Sat Oct 25 Homecoming 
 
TBA     Orchesis Dance Concert 
 
Sat Nov 15    Dancing with the WMU/Kazoo Stars 
 
Fri Dec 5    WMU Dance at Art Hop 
 
 
 

Department of Dance Public Events 

Spring 2015 Semester 

Thu-Sat Feb 5-7 Winter Gala Dance Concert 
 
Thu Mar 27    Junior Jury Solo Dances 
 
Thu-Sun Apr 10-13 Graduating Presentations in Dance 
 
 
 
 
 

Please check our website for calendar updates: www.wmich.edu/dance/events  
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Entrance and Scholarship Auditions 
Friday, October 10, 2014 
Friday November 7, 2014 
 
 
 

Faculty and Staff 

Amy Avery – Part-time Instructor 
Jane Baas – Department Chair 
Peter Breithaupt – Publicity and Promotions Coordinator 
Eugene Chua – Part-time Instructor 
David Curwen – Associate Professor 
Sharon Garber – Professor 
Dorothy Giovanni – Ballet Accompanist Coordinator 
Kirsten Harvey – Assistant Professor 
Helen Lukan – Ballet Accompanist 
Jeff Moehle – Modern Accompanist Coordinator 
Whitney Moncrief – Assistant Professor 
Nina Nelson – Professor 
Debra Norton – Part-time Instructor 
Carolyn Pavlik – Associate Professor 
Patricia Plasko – Education for the Arts 
Megan Slayter – Assistant Professor 
Stacey Tyler – Office Coordinator 
Kathryn Williams – Part-time Instructor 

Department of Dance Auditions 

www.wmich.edu/dance 

Entrance Audition Only 

Friday, February 20, 2015 
 
 

Please encourage your students to audition for 
our program next year by registering online at 
www.wmich.edu/dance/academics/auditions 
 


