
President’s Universitywide Sustainability Committee Minutes 
October 9, 2008 

 
Present: Casey Barrons, Anand Sankey, Joshua Schultz, Brandi Pritchett, Paul Pancella, Pat 
Holton, David Dakin, Carolyn Noack, Peter Strazdas (ex officio), Lowell Rinker (ex officio),, 
Paul Farber, Harold Glasser 
 
Guests: Shelley Grant, Judy Gipper, Lisa Knutson, Sarah Campbell, Derek Galloway (WSA), 
Andrew Ladd (WSA) 
 
Quick Updates: 

• Draft Strategic Sustainability Initiatives Report for Dr. Dunn will be shared with a few people 
in the next week and then we will focus the next meeting on the report with the goal of getting it 
to Dr. Dunn in December. 

• National Wildlife Federation’s National Report Card on Sustainability in Higher Education 
(2008) has now been released.  The Sustainable Endowment Institute’s College Sustainability 

Report Card 2009 has also been released.  WMU received a “C-” grade, but we aren’t sure 
exactly who or how they received their information on WMU.  Carolyn Noack will go back over 
the surveys she was involved with to see if any of those are the source of the information.  For 
more details, see: http://www.greenreportcard.org/ 

• Trends from the NWF study show that HE needs to do a much better job with pre-service 
teacher training; there is also a decline in teaching/learning opportunities about/for sustainability.  
For more details, see: 

http://www.nwf.org/campusEcology/campusreportcard.cfm 

• Website Launch: A firm date for the website launch has not been set.  That said, the website 
looks quite good and can launch with a few holes.  There was agreement to launch when Rep. 
Fred Upton visits WMU on Tuesday, October 14 at 10:00am.  Other sustainable issues to take 
center stage that day are the outdoor LED lighting and the electric maintenance vehicles.  
Location is either the Miller Fountain or the lower level of the parking ramp.  (NOTE:  this event 
was postponed until October 24). 

• Michigan Sustainable Business Forum Annual meeting:  There are 30 student scholarships 
available from the SBF and WMU for the full cost of the student registration.  Students must 
register, pay and submit the scholarship form to be reimbursed.  Harold will send an email to 
Business College, A&S, and CEAS Deans to encourage them to make announcements to their 
students. 

• Campus Food Service Tray Elimination Project: Judy Gipper reported that it is going very well 
and there are signs that students using the dining halls with trays are electing not to take a tray.  
There is a poster in the dining halls explaining what Dining Services is doing and why.  Staff 
have been trained and are projecting a positive attitude about the change.  Judy would like to see 
a follow-up study to see if there is a statistical difference in the amount of food waste since 
implementing the tray-free project.  Other projects include changing the napkin dispensing 
system, using biodegradable cups, refillable cups in cash operations (not in the dining halls).  
Glasser requested that Judy consider us creating a student research project to explore the 
economics of allowing refillable mugs for take-out rather than continuing to use disposable cups. 



• Community Sustainability Best Practice Information Sharing Initiative: Pete gave a brief 
synopsis of the idea.  He and Harold will continue discussions throughout October, seek clear 
approval/support from President Dunn, and confer with V.P. Rinker before proceeding further. 

• Building Custodial & Support Services Sustainable Cleaning Supplies & Equipment Initiatives: 
Shelley Grant provided an inspiring update on BC&SS cutting-edge sustainability efforts.  Shelly 
produced a ppt lecture that discusses the Twist and Fill system, Kaizens cleaning machines, 
100% paper products, RODI Window Washing equipment, Strive Rider Extractor for carpet 
cleaning, etc.  BC&SS appears to be ahead of the curve in many areas. 

• Comprehensive Food Waste Reduction Project and Composting Options Assessment: Sarah 
Campbell provided an update on the food waste composting research.  She has toured several 
facilities and completed numerous interviews.  She has found that there is, unfortunately, a 
dearth of data comparing the various composting options.  Her plan is to have the completed 
report to V.P. Rinker and President Dunn by end of the semester. 

• Sustainability Pledge and Student Green Guide:  Casey Barrons reported that both projects—
which fit hand-in-glove—are in the final stages before releasing drafts.  Her plan is to complete 
the Pledge and pass through WSA and Faculty Senate first.  It will be an on-line pledge with a 
mechanism for tracking personal progress through updates each semester.  The Green Guide 
should be to the PUSC in Draft stage in November.  Casey is working to make sure all 
“borrowed” information is properly attributed. 

• Sustainability Logo: It has become apparent that there is a need to create an identity for 
sustainability initiatives throughout WMU.  Two interim logos are proposed from the Campus 
Dining website and Kim Nelson with University Relations.  Carolyn discussed the idea of a 
“logo competition”.  It was determined that we will have a small competition between students at 
the Design Center.  Barrons will manage the logo competition project.  The PUSC will make the 
final decision by the end of the semester.  There is also a very nice logo on the food service 
website designed by Nancy Meister.  Judy Gipper reported that Meister would be honored if her 
design was chosen as the universitywide logo.  Noack will request that Kim Nelson send Glasser 
and Barrons the file of logos her group designed. 

• AASHE meeting, Raleigh, NC, November 9-11:  WMU has 2 students attending through a 
scholarship provided by College of Arts and Sciences.  WMU will sponsor the meeting for $250. 
[V.P. Rinker’s Office is sponsoring 2 additional students on the PUSC, a post-graduate 
researcher, Anand Sankey (who, unfortunately, could not attend due to family emergency), and 
Harold Glasser.] 

• 100% post consumer waste paper, chlorine free, acid free, Forest Stewardship Council Certified 
printer/copier trial: Glasser reported that V. P. Rinker graciously volunteered his office to 
conduct a study on the use of 100% recycled, chlorine free copy paper from Badger Company in 
Wisconsin. This pilot test will serve as a means to predict the feasibility of using higher 
percentages of recycled content in WMU’s paper purchasing policy.  If WMU purchases in 
container load quantities from Badger Paper in Wisconsin we would pay $3.31/ream as opposed 
to our current price of $3.39/ream from Office Depot.  While this looks promising, we would 
also need to figure in storage and delivery to departments on campus.  V. P. Rinker estimates this 
at about 5% whether we handle these costs or we create a new contract to get Badger paper from 
Office Depot.  We will continue the trial and explore options. 

• Kalamazoo College has a new Sustainability Director.  

 



Our next Meeting is tentatively scheduled for November 6 at 3 pm.  Harold will be sending a 
follow-up email with specifics. 

 
 
 


