
 

 

Community Catalyst Team 

Opportunity 
The greatest challenge facing sustainable practices and initiatives at Western 

Michigan University comes in the form on-campus and community awareness. 

Student recognition of existing opportunities to get involved leads to greater 
understanding, which facilitates greater participation in the campus community. 

A current, but only year old aspect of this awareness issue is addressed through 

the Student Sustainability Survey. Administered by WMU’s Office for 
Sustainability, the surveys purpose is to gauge student knowledge of on-campus 

sustainable initiatives and navigate a future direction for campus sustainability. 

 “ Keeping the quality of the environment the same for generations to come. My great grandchildren should be able 

to enjoy the same environment that I had the opportunity to. It means preserving rather then consuming, 

destroying, and leaving a wake of filth for others (to come).” 

Survey Quote: What Does Sustainability Mean to You? 
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Limitations      Future Suggestions 

Current On-Campus Initiatives 

During our semester long project our work was 
limited by the lack of data pertaining to our end 

goal of sustainability awareness to all of campus.  
We had to start from scratch in gathering the data 

necessary to know what angle to take to bridge the 
gap between the Office for Sustainability and 
WMU’s campus.  Originally we wanted to make 

an introduction to WMU sustainability brochure 
and run the Student Sustainability Survey for 2012.  

Upon starting the survey we ran into many 
obstacles to overcome and it engulfed all of our 

time, so we were unable to finish the brochure.   

For the future, whether we stay as a group or for 
someone else interested in getting out awareness 

we provide them data to go off of. In the future 
groups will now have a direction to take.   

Since our main goal was to bridge the gap 
between the office and WMU’s campus, from 

our data some areas need improvement.  More 
students need to know where the office is and 

putting it in a better area would help this goal. 
Also, we should pursue popular goals based off 
the data from the past two years and the ones in 
the future. 

 Student Garden Organization 

 Bike Stable 

 Eco MugTM 

 Campus BEET 

 Gibbs House 

 Internships through the Office for 
Sustainability 

Survey Quotes: Are you interested in working on campus sustainability projects? 

“ I don’t know what they are. ” “ I don't know enough about the 
program to say yes. ” 

“ I don't know anything about it. ” 

 

“ I will not be continuing as a student, and will not have (the) opportunity. What are you doing to connect 
with the community? ” 

Yes 

 68% 

No 

 32% 

Do you want to learn more about the 

Office for Sustainability? 

Yes

No

Yes 

 27% 

No 

73% 

Do you know where the Office for 

Sustainability is located? 

Yes

No

 Students for a Sustainable Earth (SSE) 

 Really Really Free Market 

 Student Sustainability Grant (SSG) 

 Eco-thon Competition 

 Student Environmental Conservation 
Organization 

 


