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The National Child Traumatic Stress Network (NCTSN) is a national network of trauma centers – treatment 
providers and researchers, whose focus is helping children heal from trauma. WMU is recruiting for the 8th 
year of a project that provides trauma-focused training for MSW field instructors and their MSW student 
interns, to prepare them to provide specialized trauma-focused treatment to children. As part of this initiative, 
the School of Social Work, in partnership with Michigan State University and the Southwest Michigan 
Children’s Trauma Assessment Center (CTAC), is providing a limited number of field instructors with two days 
of free specialized training in trauma-focused cognitive behavioral therapy (TF-CBT) as well as ongoing expert 
consultation in this evidence-based practice, through a project initiated by Fordham University and Hunter 
College. Field instructors already trained in TF-CBT may also participate in the project. 
 

Overview of Expectations: 
Training: Participate in two full days of intensive TF-CBT training March 10-11, 2016, in East Lansing (12 CEU 

credits; Hannah Center).*  
Pre-training: Complete free online TF-CBT course available at http://www.musc.edu/tfcbt.  This course 

includes streaming video demonstrations of core TF-CBT components, printable scripts, links to resources, 
and pre- and post-self-assessment tests. Upon completion you can download a printable completion 
certificate worth 10 CEUs.  

Consultation calls: Participate in at least 80% of bi-weekly TF-CBT expert-led consultation phone calls (1 hour, 
every other week), plus quarterly in-person consultation meetings (3 hours) in Kalamazoo or Grand Rapids.  

Assessment: Commit to using the Trauma History Checklist (THC) and the Child PTSD Symptom Scale (CPSS), 
both standardized free assessment instruments, with clients.  

Treatment: Treat at least two children utilizing the full course of TF-CBT prior to WMU student interns 
beginning their placements in September 2016, and an additional two children through the academic year. 

Fidelity tool: Use a brief treatment fidelity checklist (which will be provided) for each client session. 
Supervise intern: Commit to supervising a WMU MSW intern who is participating in the trauma initiative in 

the 2017 – 2018 academic year, in his/her Interpersonal Practice (IP) concentration placement and provide a 
minimum 1.5 hours/week individual supervision. 

Clients: Identify appropriate child/ adolescent clients for each intern. Interns are expected to complete 
treatment with a minimum of two child clients where TF-CBT is an appropriate treatment modality, 
throughout their internship.  

Note: All the usual field placement standards apply.  
*Additional training is not required for field instructors who are already trained**, and currently practice TF-
CBT.  **A person is considered to be TF-CBT trained if he/she has attended 2 days of training by a nationally-
approved trainer, regularly participated in at least six months of expert consultation conference calls, and 
now provides TF-CBT treatment to children and/or adolescents. 

Please contact Ineke Way, Project Co-Coordinator, ineke.way@wmich.edu for further information. 
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