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THE GERONTOLOGY 
PROGRAM
The number of older adults requiring special services 
is on the rise, while service and support providers are 
experiencing a shortage of qualified workers to care 
for this population. Western Michigan University 
developed the gerontology certificate to address this 
need. You will learn about the biological, psychological 
and social aspects of aging. Courses are taught by 
gerontologists experienced in delivering and evaluating 
services for older adults.

The certificate complements many graduate programs 
and can expand career choices. It enhances  
careers in social work, health care, financial  
services, government, senior living  
communities, community planning,  
human services and religious organizations.
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MEETING YOUR NEEDS
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The graduate certificate is ideal for anyone who wants to 
enhance their knowledge about older adult populations. 
Topics covered are natural complements to many  
of WMU’s academic programs, including sociology, 
psychology, public administration and social work.  
If you’re already working with this population, you  
may find this certificate beneficial for the depth of 
knowledge that it covers. Of course, it may also help 
advance your career. 

The classes are all offered online, but there are  
face-to-face opportunities available near our main 
campus in Kalamazoo, Mich. That kind of flexibility 
allows you to create a schedule that fits with your  
career and still finish the certificate in one year.

— WASHINGTON MONTHLY
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LEARN MORE
ONLINE OR BY PHONE:

WMU-Online Education
wmich.edu/online
(269) 387-4200
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PROGRAM COMPONENTS AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE             15 cr

The courses in the graduate certificate in gerontology are available 
to all students admitted to WMU for graduate study. Students are 
awarded the certificate after admission to the gerontology certificate 
program and successful completion of the 15 hours of required 
courses.

We designed this part-time, 15-credit graduate certificate program to fit around your busy work schedule. Collaborative and interactive 
classes are delivered 100 percent online, so you can work when you want. The graduate certificate can be completed in one year, and is 
also flexible if you want to spread out your coursework.
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GRN 6700 The Study of Human Aging 3 cr

GRN 6800 Global Issues and Cultural 3 cr 
 Perspectives on Aging

GRN 6810 Aging Health and Social Services 3 cr

GRN 6900 Special Topics in Gerontology 3 cr

GRN 7100 Gerontology Project 3 cr

AN EDUCATION THAT OPENS DOORS

Western Michigan University is a national research university enrolling nearly 24,000 students from across the United 
States and 100 other countries. The University supports research centers and public-service clinics that work with 
partners nationwide to make new discoveries and improve people’s lives.

WMU’s College of Health and Human Services offers four graduate programs ranked in the top 50 by U.S. News & 
World Report. The college is home to the latest teaching technology and lab equipment and offers unmatched clinical 
education. CHHS at WMU is preparing professionals today; transforming health and human services tomorrow.
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