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To: Michelle Hruska, Provost Stapleton, Deans, Associate and Assistant Deans, Chairs and Directors, all 
College Curriculum Chairs, Faculty Senate Office and Senators, and members of the College of Arts and 
Sciences Curriculum Committee. 

From: Linda Borish 

 

Sept 15, 2017 Agenda 

Time: 3:00pm-5:00pm – 2302 Friedmann Hall 

• Call to order 
• Announcements: New members, returning members, new chair, committee responsibilities 
• Acceptance of agenda 
• Acceptance of minutes from April 
• Pending proposals 

 

CAS17-164AFS 

Proposal Improvements:  

This prefix change aligns the course with the revised title of the undergraduate major and minor in 
African American and African Studies (AAAS).  

Rationale:  

This change allows the undergraduate program to offer a course that has experienced good 
enrollment under the prior prefix (AFS) 

 

CAS17-150SOC 

Proposed Improvement:  

This course will complement the sociology major and will extend and enhance the elective course 
opportunities for students majoring in both sociology and criminal justice. This is a sociology 
course, but it integrates criminological theories and clearly connects to issues in criminal justice.  



2 
 

It may also be of interest to students majoring or minoring in anthropology, political science, or 
other social science or cultural studies. 

Rationale:  

Deviance has long been a central research area in sociology. Its study requires understanding and 
integration of essential concepts including norms, values, and culture. Most sociology programs 
around the country (especially those that offer advanced degrees) offer a course on social deviance. 
Given the relationship between deviance and crime, this course would align very well with the goals 
of both the sociology and criminal justice majors and the interests of students generally. 

Notes:  

This proposal was discussed and tabled in our April meeting. Committee requested a revised 
syllabus that includes more concrete learning objectives.  

 

CAS17-159PHYS 

Proposed Improvement: 

We are removing the pre-requisite: "MATH 2720 or MATH 2300; either MATH 2720 or MATH 
2300 may be taken concurrently".  

Rationale: 

This change will more accurately reflect the level of math students must have mastered before the 
course begins. The mathematical concepts needed for PHYS 2070 from the courses currently listed 
as pre-requisites are introduced by the instructors of the course. This will also bring the class into 
alignment with the requirements of the equivalent course offered at KVCC.   

Catalog language: 

Old Catalog Language:  
PHYS 2070 - University Physics II 
This course follows PHYS 2050 and consists of studies in electricity, magnetism, and electromagnetic 
radiation. 
Prerequisites & Corequisites: Prerequisites: PHYS 2050, and (MATH 1710 or MATH 1230), and (MATH 
2720 or MATH 2300); either MATH 2720 or MATH 2300 may be taken concurrently. A grade of “C” or 
better is required to satisfy any course prerequisite. 
Credits: 4 hours 
Notes: A student can receive credit for only one of the following courses: PHYS 2070 or PHYS 1150. 
 
New Catalog Language:  
PHYS 2070 - University Physics II 
This course follows PHYS 2050 and consists of studies in electricity, magnetism, and electromagnetic 
radiation. 
Prerequisites & Corequisites: Prerequisites: PHYS 2050, and MATH 1710 or MATH 1230. A grade of “C” 
or better is required to satisfy any course prerequisite. 
Credits: 4 hours 
 
Notes: A student can receive credit for only one of the following courses: PHYS 2070 or PHYS 1150. 
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CAS17-160HIST 

Proposed improvement:  

Because of our approved Baccalaureate Writing course changes, starting Fall 2018, we will now be 
requiring two non-Baccalaureate Writing 4000-level courses for History majors and one non-
Baccalaureate Writing 4000-level course for History minors. We are requesting the use of 4380 as a 
History Non-Baccalaureate Writing course designation. This new course number would replace 
use of HIST4000, which was topics in History.  

Rationale:  

The course designation of 4380 allows us to specify a non-Baccalaureate Writing 4000-level course. 

 

CAS17-161HIST-duplicate, resolved in Feb 2017 as CAS_127HIST 

 

CAS17-162CHEM 

Proposed Improvement: 

We want to clarify some language in the catalog about our expectations for chemistry majors and 
minors that they need to earn a minimum grade of C in each class that is counted toward award of 
a major or minor. 

Rationale:  

Chemistry is a very hierarchical curriculum. Content mastery of lower level courses very much 
determines and influences success in higher level courses. Our experience has shown that students 
who fail to earn a ‘C’ stand a very good chance of failing to pass later courses. We also feel as a 
department that anyone who graduates with a chemistry major or minor must at least have average 
proficiency in all courses. This language still leaves some flexibility for students who take more 
than the minimum requirements for a major or minor. 

 

CAS17-163CHEM 

Proposed Improvement:  

The proposal is to change the wording of the requirement for the chemistry minor from " ... the last 
7 hours of which must be taken at WMU." to" ... at least 8 hours of which must be taken at WMU." 

Rationale:  

The current policy is that the last 7 credits of the minimum of 20 for the minor must be taken at 
WMU. Several of the introductory courses transfer from community colleges, like KVCC, and we 
feel there must be a minimum of courses taken at WMU to confer a WMU degree. The proposed 
change is to improve our flexibility for student transfer credits while still maintaining a minimum 
completion of WMU courses. The old system requires that upper level courses be taken at WMU 
and often this means that students have to take more than the 20 credits required for the minor 
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even, though they have done more than 7 credits of work at WMU, because they transfer in upper 
level credits. The proposed change will make it possible for students to take some lower level 
courses at WMU and have them count toward the minor. A minimum of 8 credits translates into 
two 3-credit courses and two 1-credit labs. 

 

CAS17-165CHEM 

Proposed Improvement:  

We want to change the title of our standard chemistry major from “LEC Chemistry Major” to 
simply “Chemistry Major”. 

Rationale:  

This is one of 6 majors offered through the Department of Chemistry. It is the standard major that 
aligns with the minimum coursework expected of chemistry majors at every college or university. 
The “LEC” moniker no longer is used at WMU and is confusing to our students. We simply want 
to remove this. 

 

CAS17-166COM 

Proposed Improvement: 

Currently students wishing to declare any of our seven majors must have an overall GPA of 2.5 and 
must have passed all pre-communication courses specific to the major with a minimum GPA of 2.0. 
We wish to reduce the overall GPA requirement to a GPA of 2.0. 

Rationale: 

Currently some students are able to take and pass with a 2.0 or better nearly all of the courses in 
their selected communication major but are not able to declare the major because they have not 
been able to raise their overall GPA to a 2.5. We then advise these students to change their major to 
University Studies. We do not receive any credit for instructing these students and they are not able 
to claim a communication degree despite "completing" the major. Further, for some students, 
negative choices made early in their academic careers prevent them from adequately raising the 
overall GPA to a 2.5 despite their improved academic efforts in later years. A few students have 
been faced with extending their academic coursework and their costs in the desire to get the 
communication major-delaying their graduation by at least a semester and affecting their time-to-
degree. Finally, students at WMU need an overall GPA of 2.0 to graduate. Some of our majors who 
meet the 2.5 GPA overall for declaration then graduate with an overall GPA that may be between 
2.0 and 2.5. This seems unfair to the below 2.5 students described herein. 
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CAS17-167SOC 

Proposed Improvement: 

The sociology departments doctoral and master's handbooks require M.A. students to earn an 8 or 
better in all core courses, and, for Ph.D. students, an 8 or better in both core and prerequisite 
classes. In addition, 3.25 GPA in each semester and overall is required of all graduate students. We 
wish to add this language to the graduate catalog to make all consistent. Currently, there are no 
grade and GPA requirements in the catalog for our programs and the registrar applies the 
university minima of a C or better in courses and a 3.0 GPA overall in doing graduation audits. 

Rationale: 

The graduate catalog and departmental handbooks do not agree on grade and GPA requirements. 
The change will make the catalog consistent with current departmental practice. 

 

CAS17-168GEOS 

Proposed Improvement: 

In the Fall 2018 Course Catalog, GEOS 5390 will be replaced for Geology and Geophysics Majors 
by the new one credit, one-week intensive field courses GEOS 5650, GEOS 5660 and GEOS 5670. 
At that point, GEOS 5390 will no longer be offered. It should be removed from the books. 

Rationale: 

The changes have been accepted by the CAS CCC (College of Arts and Sciences Curriculum 
Change Committee). 

(CAS17-152 through CAS17-158). This is just to clean up the books, as requested by the Registrar. 

 

CAS17-169MISE 

Proposed Improvement: 

Remove SCI 6260 from the minimum GPA requirement for advancement to candidacy. 

Rationale: 

The current requirement is that students have a 3.5 GPA for SCI 6140, 6150, 6160, and 6260. This 
GPA requirement for these core courses was part of a change we made a few years ago. We replace 
the qualifying exam with this GPA requirement and an early research requirement. Since then, the 
MISE Faculty have come to the conclusion that it was a mistake to include 6260 in this GPA 
calculation. The reason is that 6260 is qualitatively different from the other three courses in that it is 
not writing-intensive. It is like averaging three apples with an orange. Hence, the MISE Faculty 
seeks to remove 6260 from the core course GPA calculation. Students will still take 6260 but their 
grade would not be part of the 3.5 GPA requirement. 
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CAS17-170MISE 

CAS17-171MISE 

CAS17-172MISE 

CAS17-173MISE 

CAS17-174MISE 

(The information below relates to the above listed proposals, CAS17-170MISE through CAS17-174MISE) 

Proposed Improvement: 

Remove SCI 6180 from the minimum GPA requirement for advancement to candidacy. 

Rationale: 

The current requirement is that students have a 3.5 GPA for SCI 6140, 6150, 6160, and 6180. This 
GPA requirement for these core courses was part of a change we made a few years ago. We replace 
the qualifying exam with this GPA requirement and an early research requirement. Since then, the 
MISE Faculty have come to the conclusion that it was a mistake to include 6180 in this GPA 
calculation. The reason is that 6180 is qualitatively different from the other three courses in that it is 
not writing-intensive. It is like averaging three apples with an orange. Hence, the MISE Faculty 
seeks to remove 6180 from the core course GPA calculation. Students will still take 6180 but their 
grade would not be part of the 3.5 GPA requirement. 

 

CAS17-175CHEM 

Proposed Improvement: 

Because no listing of required courses exists in the current catalog, we want to provide a clear 
listing of the courses associated with major in the catalog in a format used in other CHEM majors. 
(Attachment A) 

Rationale: 

There is no listing of courses required for this major currently in the catalog and students can get 
confused. Linking to the catalog will replace an outdated list that had been maintained on the 
Chemistry webpage. 
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CAS17-176GEOS 

Proposed Improvement: 

In the Fall 2018 Course Catalog, GEOS 4380 will be replaced for Earth Science and Earth Science 
Education Majors by the new one credit, one week intensive field courses GEOS 5650 and GEOS 
5660. At that point, GEOS 4380 will no longer be offered. It should be removed from the books. 

Rationale: 

The changes have been accepted by the CAS CCC (College of Arts and Sciences Curriculum 
Change Committee). (CAS17-152 through CAS17-158). This is just to clean up the books, as 
requested by the Registrar. 

 

CAS17-177GIST 

Proposed Improvement: 

A proposal to reconfigure and redirect the Latin American Studies minor is being put forth. When 
the new minor is in place, there is no need for the Latin American Studies minor. 

Rationale: 

To eliminate duplication. 


