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The dlscnver}r of an unusual artifact at the fort has tﬁ’e potential to shed hght on
Cathﬂhc dc‘r.f‘ﬂttba:lal practices of the Native ﬂmmcaﬂimd French-Canadians living
, L St fmn?frntupnﬁt Tlus aktlfact is a m,lu;e an ltE:I.'ll qilﬁﬂ“]f mortification. It was
used to inflict p%as“ﬁmﬁsuﬁmd hf"*'t:n atana fm: ﬂﬂ-ﬂﬁj sins. The cilice was found

ﬁ ' d.u:geg thf: EQM ﬁela SEHS{}II and 8 m:nmpletﬂ bnt enough’ remained for its
i 1dent:ﬁca:t;qn 'F];us cilice from' Fort St. Joseph r&prﬂsenfﬁ the only known example
ever ;Fgm‘é{‘ed ft‘ﬂﬂl an archaeological site in North Ammcﬁ We may never know
exactly 1@1{1 usatf the cilice, but there were three gmu&s of '.pﬁuple who could have,
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. jfgsuit priests were known W

A cross erected near the fort

site commemorates Father

Allouez, a Jesuit priest at the en J‘[;_gﬂ in self-punishment |
mission. y
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« (Catholic church atﬁéndance of the French- Canadmmmhab:ntants was

required by cwll and ecclesiastic law. In conjunction '}nth the written -

records, the rm_:nverjr of many religious items such | ‘as mcdallmnsr_k_
crosses, rosary beads and “Jesuit rings™ allows us to infer that at lﬂ;gt
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some fort inhabitants were practicing Catholics and may have
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privately used the cilice. . T ' N
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. Records also show that some Native Americans in the area were
baptized and practicing Catholics. Native American ideology often
mixed suffering (fasts, exposure to cold) as part of a spiritual process,

and the use of the cilice may have been easily adopted into Native

Cilice of Bishop Scalabrini from the

American beliefs. The cilice and other r:ligigus artifacts provide late 19th century.
information on the importance of christianity at this frontier outpost.




