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Fort St.. Lo%egh was an unportant lmk in the chaﬁl of frontier nutpﬂs’ts that marked the far
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The j:qnnes ‘were manned by voyageurs who- X
fﬁd ed fur ‘days to reach their destinations. Ef g

Beads are a common trade item
found at Fort 5t. Joseph.
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15 00ds: By the Imgidle of the 18t S&rﬁ:}-{ Fort

St ]usé:pﬁf:i:;;-{nkréa f‘-il} volume of furs traded ,all pns_f_afm New

‘France.’ It would have seen its population more than dnul}w thu:mg gou-tf'
weather when the jfmageurs aru:l ative Americans engagned mn the tradé useda
the post as a base whﬂe thE}f carri : 1t their work. Ewdenqe. ﬂfhfﬁrt’ 5 I'D‘IE ’;

a trading post. abcrufrd,g,m the archaeological recnrt};fﬂ]ﬂs trade beads are, DI"IE of
the most {:ﬂmmnnl}r rér.‘:ﬂva‘red H&Eatts Numefnus lead bale seals - tifgs tth::lt

would have marked the contents, origins, or desh:natmnﬁ of bﬁﬂd_lEE qf" goods —

have also beerprer:nvered as have baling needles uised to bmd ﬁ{rs tﬂgetliler for e :

transport. A gunsmith’s cache of spare gun parts pmnts not enly fo Imhtar}r activity, but fo e(p:nmerﬂal
activity as gun repair was one of the services that Ihefmngﬁ prﬂmded"fn their Native American allies to

whom they traded fhﬂﬂnck muskets. " .~

Example of a gun
trigger uncovered at
Fort St. Joseph. o
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In many ways the fur trade was Amencan women were often and European groups were

Why 15 trade

important?

the glue that held together the
allhance between the French and
their Native American neighbors.
A trade relationship was a
pronuse of peace between the
trading partners and it mmplied
mutual protection against
enemues. Marriages between
French traders and Native

seen as a way of cementing such
arangements and ensunng they
continued. The fur trade mvolved
more than exchange in the
economic sense. In the process of
the interaction that surrounded
this commercial activity and 1n
the exchange of goods, the
cultures of both Native American

altered. Evidence of this
interaction 1s most defimitely
present 1 the archaeological
record at Fort 5t Joseph in the
foom of vanous types of the
goods exchanged. Further
investigation will continue fo
highlight the importance of the
fort as a trading post.




