From 1691 fm 1698 and fx@m 117 17 to 1761, French military personnel occupied Fort

St ]nseph to defend the site’s stfateglc position on a major trade route near the
portage between the St. Joseph and Kankakee rivers, while maintaining alliances ™
| with friendly Native Amerlcan groups to facilitate the h‘ade in furs.

The military (presence at the fotf’ ﬁﬂmtally cnnslsted of a commandant and 8 to l-ﬂ enlisted men. Several

Frerich Marifie uniform buttons have been. uncwemd ﬂm‘mg archaeulugmal Ex-cavahuns as well as an entire
i - c&che Df gun parts (part of a gunarmﬂl s re“paJr kjt} some of which
' ﬁkelj,r belcunged to flintlocks of mulitary. 1Esue These items give
tﬂnglhle evidence of the soldiers, beyond the official ‘documents
fffha.t recnrded their presence -at Fort™ St. Inseph British soldiers
' oecupied the fort from 1761 lmtll Pontlac s Rebellion in 1763 when J
supporters of I‘.he Ottawa leﬁder attacked and, {}cﬂupmd Fort St.

Joseph in order to fm'f:e the British from the area and clicouragl the

return of the French. The fort was not regamsoned b}r the British .

A French Marine button uncovered at

. Fort 51. T?SE}-‘; ;ﬂii‘i‘fﬂiﬂﬂﬂl 2 after this episode until‘a bnef Dccupatl:;m i 1779. Matenal Emden-:e

o P of the BI‘ltlﬁh military P

» '*,ﬁ .consists nf a ramrod . -

guide (part of a masket usedftn hﬁld a ramrod f‘ﬂr pressing a |
charge down _infu the gun's muzzle) in the Fm%_t St. ]Dseﬁh

Museum's artifact collection that 1s incised with a Brrllsh broad
arrow. This mark mdicates that the artifact was once part of é
musket which was property of the British crown and ﬂlﬂtefére
likely 1ssued to a Brifish soldier stationed at the fort. As

'archaeﬂlﬂgical excavations continue more will be revealed Re-eutactors depict the Wing's 6, & Bxitish

about the mulitary presence at Fort 5t. Joseph. Structural

regiment stationed at Fort St. Joseph.

remains and artifacts will tell us where the soldiers lived and : p

......

it 1s a]read},r certain that the soldiers at the pqst on the St. ]Useph River carried out the important dut}r of
securing the western Great Lakes region for trade which was so important in colonial North Amerfica.



