Furt St. ]ﬂseph was.amulti-ethnic community. *

At Fﬂﬂ St ]nseph evidence pﬂmts to maﬂy instances ot cross-cultural E:{change between the French
fort mhabltants and neighboring Native American groups such as the P{}tawatum Miami and Sauk. In the
' process of interaction, Eurc-peans and Nallve Americans often modified EhEJJ: ctiltural practices and
redefined their 1{1&111:1!:1&5 for sncial poht[cal and economic! reasons. Both arhfar:ts ‘and written documents

can be used _It-::r examine these changes. .For: mstance guns were used: by bnﬂ:; Europeans and Native

Americans; h{}we'-ver pm]ectlle points fDI'ﬂﬁ'DWE recovered archaenlngmall}r f:mm the fort may indicate that
bows and arrows were. also wsed for hun“l:mg dm:mg damp weather. Studies of ﬂmnammal bones recovered

from the fort have shown that 1its~
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Fort St. Joseph.

also used various types of metal tools such as knives, axes; hoes, brass

kettles, and muskets.  Yet the oy material evidence suggests that both

French and Native American groupswere still mamtajm,ng tradjtmnal practices despite the adnptmn of new
forms of material culture. EX{'E?&UDHEJTHFE recovered buckles, finger rings, and inlaid cufflinks, denoting
the French use of tailored shirts and expensive leather shoes. Recovered religious items display a strong
link to practices performed in France. Native Americans also retained aspects of their ideologies, traditional
lifestyles and cultural practices. This process of creating new identities in the context of sogial interaction is.
called ethnogenesis and characterizes many cross-cultural exchanges in colonial ﬂmgrica;'t-especiaﬂ}r in New
France. Researchers have concluded that ethnogenesis took place at Fort 5t Joseph and that this process can

be seen 1n the archaeological record.



