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./ The French established Fort St. Joseph in 1691 in present day Niles.””

By the 1730s the fort became antiqtpﬁ*ﬂtfaﬁ IIIiEEiDﬂ—gE.‘II‘I‘iEDI‘[—
e }[:adjng post complex that supported a ;‘mjltary commandant, 8-10
'(&]sttﬂd i:ifien‘ﬁ blacksmith, a'pﬁest an illtg{:preter and nearly 15
addﬂ'ﬁﬂnal households. Native populations aIsn lived in close
pr@qﬂuty to the fort. Interactions in tht‘e :;mmuty of the fort created
aqnliglhfthnlc community. The pﬂﬁlf-gaﬂté qnder Enghah control
i1 ,Ijﬁl and wa?attacked b}r ['he Pntavg@tfam1 durmg Pnntlar:s L
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neﬁéf ; " re—gamsnned
;%’nd “French traders

remali;ed there wuntil
1?31 w‘herh a_ small

Contemporaneous forts in the area.
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[ ]I_.ﬂll:-ls dlm;ea jﬂll':‘: t :c::ry 'fnr‘S' though ;::;r mmaﬁﬁd/af _ 1:'"
- ﬂmﬁitje tor nnl}r-;a y. The area :'i'r'. part of the Amencan Voyageurs were also a part of the
Northwest Territory'ih /1805, earninig Niles the nicknaine The City EPPRIAtiEn SLEO S Jonep i ¢
of Four Flags, as méﬁrﬁm, British,-Spanish and Wgs | | '.-.. .
had all been raised at ﬂ"lfﬁ‘i_, A\ {‘: o f (s -
' ™
/ | Ducu:Lntary snurces t&ﬁ’ us little about how the fort was ;
- I:DIIEt[‘U‘J:tE{i They indieate that there were mﬁmcﬁi@ﬂmnnrm
and snutfl pallsad ines and_that the palisade enclosed-a small
_ cnﬂunandant’ 5 l’;&ﬁgse a building that could accommodate 20 -
B> soldiers, a nu]fary storehouse, and some buildings to store trade
gnnds and furs. Another document states that by 1?'53 a jail also
. _ existed as well as about 15 houses. These meager deamptlnns are |
T T T el ot schacologits havety ke sense-of the stuchusl
SORIBIIASY: remains they are uncovering. Years niidocumeﬁ tesearch have
: },retl to yield a map depicting the layout of the fort, necessitating
J the archaeological investigations of the site. | {
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