Military and Commercial
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France expanded and sustained its sphere of i

using forts as both military bases and sites of economic e

presence and trading operations hel b
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Military Storage Buildings
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Artistic reconstruction of Mic
magazine s beside the lowe
there for addition:
Pontiac’s Shadow:
Anglo-Indian Warof 1763 by
Keith Widder,2013.

Y A Top: Ruins of Fort de Chartres Powder Magazine. Bottom: Reconsructed Powder

Magazine at Fort de Chartres

Commercial Storage Buildings

Large forts like de Chartres (lllinois), Pontchartrain (Detroit), and
Michilimackinac (Michigan) had massive storehouses as large as
90 x 30 feet and two stories high.

Native Americans desired wampum
(shell beads) for their use in political )
and ceremonial activities.

4 W Tinkling cones found at Fort St. Joseph.
_ - Native peoples used these cones
for personal adornment.

These large storehouses contained a wide variety
and large number of artifacts, which suggests
that larger posts needed more space
to store goods.

W Lead seals like this one from Fort St. Joseph
were attached to bolts of cloth, a
common fur trade commodity.

Smaller forts also had storehouses. ot AR
For example, Fort Ouiatenon (Indiana) had a small semi-subterranean ””““1 I
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poteaux en terre (posts in the ground) styled storehouse.

Fort St. Joseph’s storehouse might have looked similar to Ouiatenon’s
because of the posts’similar size and location.

Although size and construction method varied by location, most
storehouses lacked a fireplace, had shelves on the walls, and had
basements. Traders also stored goods in their houses,

basements, attics, or storage pits. Québec -

A Modern fur trade storehouse along the north shore of Lake Superior Eﬁ!égation
in Hovland, MN. Photo by Michael S. Nassaney. Icago
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