Eighteenth Century Domestic
Architecture in the St. Joseph
River Valle
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_ A APotawatomi woman, Rosan Potts, Ke-0-ko-mo-quah,
y cuts strips of bark from an elm tree for the construction
e - Bf a home in Mayetta, Kansas.

The typical construction techniques for French
domestic structures at Fort St. Joseph are the poteaux en terre
(posts in the ground) and poteaux sur sole (posts on sill) styles. These
traditional forms appear at other locations throughout New France.

The poteaux en terre technique used wooden posts inserted vertically into a trench and then
backfilled with soil and clay. Builders filled the spaces between posts with bousillage (a mixture of straw and
clay) or pierrotage (stones and mortar). This type of building was relatively quick and simple to construct, but wood
inserted into the soil suffered from decay and insect damage. The poteaux sur sole technique also used upright posts,
but they were placed on horizontal wooden sills set on a stone foundation. This method resulted in a more durable
structure, but required more time and skill to build.

French-style structures probably had a steep hipped roof—made of long boards—Iaid horizontally, with the upper board
overlapping the lower in order to shed rain and snow. Fireplaces were usually located on the north end of the structures
for efficient heating; windows were placed on the east and west sides for cross ventilation.
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Materials — To construct an oval frame for the wigwam,
women bent saplings in the ground and fastened them
together to form an arch. Women sewed mats of cattails
(pek-we-shen) to cover the frame. The mats were sewn
tightly together and overlapped slightly to keep out
rain and wind.
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R The French used both local and imported raw materials to

B e NG 8 construct their domestic structures. Wood, stone, and clay
| | . - ) W o were readily available, whereas window glass came from
| | CTROY France and Britain. A blacksmith made iron
__ N ;’% hardware like hand-wrought nails, pintles,

A This figure illustrates the outlines of two possible structures found at Fort St. Joseph. The W - 3 locks, and hinges either |oca||y or in Europe.

artifacts found in association with each structure indicate that they were most likely homes i f;_' e T
of fur traders at the fort. E *’*"f A b
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Right: The remains of a stone foundation and a posthole. Bottom: Remnants of a fireplace. ™% ...

Top: An ash pit suggesting that a window may have been located here in which ash from
the fireplace was thrown out.
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Left: Evidence of a wooden sill. Photos provided by the Fort St. Joseph Archaeological Project; Déléqation
Drawn by Erika Loveland. Chicago




