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The Potawatomis were the
native peoples who lived in
southwest Michigan in the eighteenth century. They spent little time
in their homes and regarded them as shelters from the weather, places
to sleep, and storage areas. They cooked food and ate outdoors.

ﬂ Twepigr . dpgk b e L e R g i S Potawatomi homes had a central fireplace and sleeping platforms

A Potawatomi summer houses were much arger than winter omes,summer houseswere butwith s ecnauarrameor 0@ ll€ A With mats or skins along the sides. They used the rear of the

saplings, covered with elm bark, and had an arched roof or could be a large domed shaped wigwam. From Native American

Architecture by Peter Nabokov and Robert Easton. shelter for storage and hung materials from its frame.

The fur traders, missionaries, and soldiers who
inhabited Fort St. Joseph also viewed their

homes as shelters — places to sleep and store
goods. However, archaeological evidence like
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fireplaces indicate that
they cooked meals inside

A Left:Beads found at Fort St. Joseph. Right: Thimbles and needles recovered from Fort St. Joseph. These artifacts provided evidence of embroidering activities.
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