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1. Explain briefly and clearly the proposed improvement. 
 

We would make GWS 2010, LGBT Studies a general education course eligible for Area III: The United States: 
Cultures and Issues. 

 
2. Rationale. Give your reason(s) for the proposed improvement. (If your proposal includes prerequisites, justify those, 

too.) 
 

The study of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people and communities is a growing area of 
scholarship, and students of all sexual orientations and gender identities are increasingly interested in 
learning more about the topic. However, many students aren’t able to fit the course into their schedule 
because it doesn’t count toward their graduation requirements. A course with no prerequisites, LGBT Studies 
helps students understand the history and diversity of LGBT communities as well as social attitudes and 
policies that relate to sexual orientation and gender identity. The course takes an interdisciplinary approach 
to its examination of LGBT lives, drawing from multiple disciplines including history, literature, sociology, 
and political science.   

 
3. Effect on other colleges, departments or programs. If consultation with others is required, attach evidence of 

consultation and support. If objections have been raised, document the resolution. Demonstrate that the program you 
propose is not a duplication of an existing one. 

 
Adding GWS 2010 as an Area III course will provide more options for students across the university to fulfill 
their US cultures and issues requirement. No course among the current Area III options is principally about 
LGBT people or sexuality. 

 
4. Effect on your department’s programs. Show how the proposed change fits with other departmental offerings. 
 

As the course is currently eligible for elective credit to GWS majors and minors, the addition of a general 
education designation will not have an impact on our department’s offerings. All our other lower-level 
courses contribute to general education, so this change will bring LGBT Studies in line with our other 
offerings. A small benefit of adding Area III credit is that we anticipate being able to offer and fill the course 
over summer, which we have not done previously because it was not a general education course, and thus 
wasn’t guaranteed to attract the minimum number of students needed.  

 
5. Effects on enrolled students: Are program conflicts avoided? Will your proposal make it easier or harder for students 

to meet graduation requirements? Can students complete the program in a reasonable time? Show that you have 
considered scheduling needs and demands on students’ time. If a required course will be offered during summer only, 
provide a rationale. 

 
The addition of this course to Area III will create more options for students, making it easier for them to plan 
their schedules and graduate on time. We anticipate that the course has the potential for expanded popularity 
among WMU students, given the extensive media coverage and political debate about issues such as same-
sex marriage. 
 

6. Student or external market demand. What is your anticipated student audience? What evidence of student or market 
demand or need exists? What is the estimated enrollment? What other factors make your proposal beneficial to 
students? 

 
We have been enrolling one section of GWS 2010 per fall and spring semester since we began offering it in 
fall 2011. (Prior to that, we had success offering it as a special topics course.) LGBT Studies has attracted 
students pursuing degrees in arts and sciences, fine arts, business, and engineering, with the majority from 
arts and sciences. National public opinion polls indicate significant openness about LGBT people in younger 
generations, and high schools provide inadequate background on the topic. Being educated and conversant 
about gender and sexual diversity is a growing expectation in the professional world. We anticipate being 
able to enroll multiple sections in fall and spring and a section during at least one of the summer terms, with 
caps of 35.  

 
7. Effects on resources. Explain how your proposal would affect department and University resources, including faculty, 

equipment, space, technology, and library holdings. Tell how you will staff additions to the program. If more advising 
will be needed, how will you provide for it? How often will course(s) be offered? What will be the initial one-time costs 
and the ongoing base-funding costs for the proposed program? (Attach additional pages, as necessary.) 
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The course will not require new resources, as we already offer it within the teaching rotations of our existing 
faculty and part-time staff. We currently have sufficient classroom space and library resources. No additional 
advising resources will be necessary. The course will be offered two or three semesters a year, depending on 
enrollment trends and faculty availability. 

 
8. General education criteria. For a general education course, indicate how this course will meet the criteria for the area 

or proficiency. (See the General Education Policy for descriptions of each area and proficiency and the criteria. Attach 
additional pages as necessary. Attach a syllabus if (a) proposing a new course, (b) requesting certification for 
baccalaureate-level writing, or (c) requesting reapproval of an existing course.)  

 
Area III, The United Statesm Cultures and Issues 
The United States has always been, and will continue to be, a nation of great cultural and human diversity, its citizens 
deriving from many different religious, racial, and social groups. As the United States, increasingly multicultural and 
aware of the claims and rights of its diverse citizenry, strives to include all groups fully into the national life, a multi-
cultural perspective needs to be incorporated into a student’s general education. Courses that fulfill this requirement: 
 
• should address the subject within the larger context of United States history and culture; 
LGBT Studies focuses on the history of same-sex love and cross-gender behavior and on the contemporary 
existence of LGBT communities and struggles in the United States and around the world. Students learn 
about the past and present realities of LGBT people in the course and explore the extent to which LGBT 
communities have achieved social justice. 

 
• should afford students the opportunity for informed reflection upon the cultural and human diversity of the United 

States. They should develop awareness of the national dimensions of cultural and human diversity and of critical 
social issues affecting component cultures of our society; 

LGBT Studies examines a variety of theoretical and empirical understandings of sexual orientation and 
gender identity and considers how these have changed over time and varied across culture. Cultural 
diversity within the LGBT community is stressed. 

 
• may focus on one or more of the cultures that comprise our society, studying that culture (or those cultures) in 

ways that promote an understanding of the perspectives of the group or groups in the national context; 
The course explores the multiplicity of perspectives that arise within the LGBT community, helping students 
to understand diversity among LGBT people. Students also examine the bigotry that historically and 
currently diminishes the humanity, dignity, and full citizenship of LGBT people. 

 
• may reflect upon issues that cut across constituencies, such as those stemming from age, class, disabilities, 

gender, race, or the dynamics of discrimination; 
LGBT Studies goes into depth about sexual and gender identity diversity (as well as other forms of diversity 
based on race, class, ethnicity, nationality, religion, etc.) among LGBT people. The course challenges 
simplistic and stereotypical representations of LGBT people. 

 
• may focus on a specific issue such as race relations or the psychology of difference; on a specific perspective 

such as that provided by women’s writing or the arts of a cultural group; or on distinctive features of one cultural 
tradition such as musical forms developed by Blacks/African Americans or historic and contemporary institutions 
of Native American culture; and 

LGBT Studies explores how beliefs about sexuality and gender inform U.S. cultural norms as well as the 
artistic, cultural, intellectual, and political contributions of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people to 
society. 

 
• may focus on the ethical, legal, and institutional aspects of the fact of diversity in United States history and 

culture. 
 

The course addresses the impact of law and social policy on people who are (or are perceived to be) lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, or transgender. Students reflect on major questions of justice, fairness, freedom, and 
democracy as they pertain to LGBT people. 
 

 
9.   List the learning outcomes for the proposed course or the revised or proposed major, minor, or concentration. These 

are the outcomes that the department will use for future assessments of the course or program.  
  

become familiar with a diversity of LGBT experiences 
and communities across time and place 

Students will expand their knowledge about LGBT 
lives past and present. 
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acquire theoretical knowledge about the social 
construction of gender and sexual identities  

Students will demonstrate ways in which gender and 
sexuality are socially constructed. 

explore the intersection of gender and sexuality with 
ability, age, class, nationality, race, and ethnicity 

Students will articulate how multiple identities shape 
LGBT experiences. 

consider how education and activism challenge bigotry, 
inequality, and systems of oppression 

Students will assess the effectiveness of various 
strategies to achieve social justice. 

develop professional communication skills that 
demonstrate knowledge and respect for LGBT people  

Students will write and speak effectively and 
respectfully about topics relevant to LGBT 
communities. 

 
 
10. Describe how this curriculum change is a response to assessment outcomes that are part of a departmental or college 

assessment plan or informal assessment activities.  
 
 Conversations with students and advisors reveal that a number of students would like to take the course, but 

cannot fit it into their schedule unless it will count toward their general education requirements. Moreover, 
with its concentrated focus on diversity among LGBT people, students who complete this course will be 
better informed and better prepared to think critically and inclusively in their other courses in GWS or 
elsewhere. 

 
11.  (Undergraduate proposals only) Describe, in detail, how this curriculum change affects transfer articulation for 

Michigan community colleges. For course changes, include detail on necessary changes to transfer articulation from 
Michigan community college courses. For new majors or minors, describe transfer guidelines to be developed with 
Michigan community colleges. For revisions to majors or minors, describe necessary revisions to Michigan community 
college guidelines. Department chairs should seek assistance from college advising directors or from the admissions 
office in completing this section. N/A 

 
 
 
 
 

Catalog Language 
 
GWS 2010 – LGBT Studies  
This course provides an overview of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) communities and identities, with 
an emphasis on history and social justice struggles. We will consider LGBT concerns related to a variety of institutions 
and structures, such as politics, schools, families, religion, and the workplace.  
 
Credits: 3 hours. 
 
Notes: This course satisfies General Education Area III: The United States: Cultures and Issues. 
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GWS 2010: LGBT Studies       Western Michigan University 
Sample Syllabus 
 
Catalog description 
This course provides an overview of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) communities and identities, with an 
emphasis on history and social justice struggles. We will consider LGBT concerns related to a variety of institutions and 
structures, such as politics, schools, families, religion, and the workplace.  
Credits: 3 hours. 
Notes: This course satisfies General Education Area III: The United States: Cultures and Issues 
 
Course goals and outcomes 

become familiar with a diversity of LGBT experiences 
and communities across time and place 

Students will expand their knowledge about LGBT lives 
past and present. 

acquire theoretical knowledge about the social 
construction of gender and sexual identities  

Students will demonstrate ways in which gender and 
sexuality are socially constructed. 

explore the intersection of gender and sexuality with 
ability, age, class, nationality, race, and ethnicity 

Students will articulate how multiple identities shape 
LGBT experiences. 

consider how education and activism challenge bigotry, 
inequality, and systems of oppression 

Students will assess the effectiveness of various 
strategies to achieve social justice. 

develop professional communication skills that 
demonstrate knowledge and respect for LGBT people  

Students will write and speak effectively and respectfully 
about topics relevant to LGBT communities. 

 
Required texts 
There are three assigned books and a number of articles that you will access on line through ELearning. The books are 
available in the WMU bookstore, library, and elsewhere. Please bring a copy of the reading with you to class on the dates 
designated on the schedule below.  
 
Marc Stein. Rethinking the Gay and Lesbian Movement. New York: Routledge, 2012. 
Susan Stryker. Transgender History. Berkeley: Seal Press, 2008 
Rita Mae Brown. Rubyfruit Jungle. New York: Bantam, 1977.  
 
Evaluated work 
Attendance, participation, and courtesy, 50 points 
Points will be awarded based on your eing present, alert, engaged, and respectful. You may miss two classes (for any 
reason, including religious holidays, travel for athletic or academic reasons, work or family obligations, sickness, vacation, 
etc.) without any impact on this portion of your grade. Please note: if a life situation requires you to be absent for an 
extended period, please contact the Vice President for Student Affairs at 269-387-2152.  
 
Reading quizzes, homework, and in-class assignments, 150 points  
I will collect and grade quizzes (usually at the beginning of class), homework, and in-class writing assignments during the 
semester. The “pop” quizzes will focus primarily on concepts from the readings. Quizzes and other in-class assignments 
cannot be made up. 
 
Learning activities, 50 points  
Each student will sign up for and complete outside of class two of the learning activity options; see summaries and 
handouts on ELearning. You will be graded based on submitted worksheets and your verbal contributions in class (25 
points each).  
 
Midterm exam, 50 points 
We have a midterm exam scheduled for week 7, covering material from the first half of the class. (It is an “open book” 
exam, meaning you may use your readings while writing the exam.) The timed exam will be administered through 
ELearning during the class period on Oct 15. The exam will include short-answer questions and essays.  
 
Final project and presentations, 100 points 
Working in a group or individually, you will develop an original final project that educates a selected group about a topic 
related to LGBT studies. Each presentation will target a particular audience of your choosing—for example, young 
children, teenagers, teachers, parents, business leaders, health care providers, a particular faith community, etc. The 
format is also something you will choose (e.g., lesson plan, YouTube video, Tumblr, a play, etc.). You will be evaluated on 
the quality of the final project (50 points), a self-evaluation (25 points), and your presentation to the class (25 points) 
during our scheduled final exam meeting time. 
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Grading scale 
You will be able to track your grades on ELearning. Final grades will be awarded as indicated below. 
 
A 374-400 points  
BA 350-373 points 
B 334-349 points 
CB 306-333 points  
C 294-305 points  
DC 270-293 points  
D 254-269 points 
E or fewer points   
 
 
Students with disabilities 
Any student with a documented disability (e.g. physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) who needs to arrange 
reasonable accommodations must contact the professor and/or Disability Services for Students at the beginning of the 
semester. The office is located at 2210 Wilbur Ave across from Rood Hall and behind Fetzer Center. They can be 
reached at 269-387-2116 or TDD 269-387-2120. To set up a disability accommodation for GWS 2000, please schedule a 
meeting at your earliest convenience so we can discuss your particular needs and develop a plan suited to this class.  
 
Academic integrity 
You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the undergraduate 
catalog that pertain to academic honesty. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple 
submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. (The policies can be found at http://catalog.wmich.edu under 
Academic Policies, Student Rights and Responsibilities.) If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic 
dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). 
If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are 
uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test. A useful resource for 
learning more about plagiarism can be found at http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiarism. 
 
Course schedule  
The schedule below is subject to revision. Any alterations will be announced in class, and it is the student’s responsibility 
to keep up with such modifications. You will find articles marked (E) on ELearning, under content; readings marked (web) 
are accessible through ELearning weblinks. 
 
Tues, Sept 3 – week 1 
during class • welcome, get acquainted, and establish course goals 

after class • take the pretest on ELearning (see quizzes) 
• acquire books and access readings on ELearning (see content) 

Thurs, Sept 5 
before class • complete readings D’Emilio (E), 154-64; T-Vox (web) 

• complete reading questions and bring to class 
during class • overview of core concepts 

• discuss readings and collect reading questions 
 
Tues, Sept 10 – week 2 
before class • read Stryker, 1-29; Trans 101 (web), complete reading questions and bring to class 

during class • making sense of new/changing vocabulary 
• overview and sign up for learning activities 

Thurs, Sept 12 
before class • read Stein, introduction, 1-22, complete reading questions and bring to class 

during class • in-class OutHistory.org activity (good day to bring a laptop/tablet, not required) 

 
Tues, Sept 17 – week 3 
before class • read Stein, 22-40; Queer Bronzeville (web), complete reading questions and bring to class 

during class • urban communities 
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Thurs, Sept 19 – week 3 continued 
before class • read Stryker, 31-57, complete reading questions and bring to class 

during class • before LGBT 

 
Tues, Sept 24 – week 4 
before class • read Stein, 41-63, complete reading questions and bring to class 

during class • before LGBT  

Thurs, Sept 26  
before class • read Stein, 63-78, complete reading questions and bring to class 

during class • in-class document activity 

 
Tues, Oct 1 – week 5 
before class • read Stryker, 59-89, complete reading questions and bring to class 

during class • review/catch-up; transgender resistance  

Thurs, Oct 3 
before class • read Stein, 79-114, complete reading questions and bring to class 

• complete Learning activity (if applicable) and bring completed worksheet to class 
during class • gay liberation and lesbian feminism  

• Learning activity discussion: Library Access 
 
Tues, Oct 8 – week 6 
before class • read Stryker, 91-120, complete reading questions and bring to class 

• complete Learning activity (if applicable) and bring completed worksheet to class 
during class • transgender liberation  

• Learning activity discussion: His and Hers 
Thurs, Oct 10 
before class • begin reading Rubyfruit Jungle 

• review for midterm exam 
during class • review/catch-up  

 
Tues, Oct 15 – week 7 
before class • prepare for midterm exam 

during class • no class meeting; complete the midterm on ELearning  during our usual class time 

Thurs, Oct 17 
before class • continue reading Rubyfruit Jungle 

• complete Learning activity (if applicable) and bring completed worksheet to class 
during class • Learning activity discussion: Gender Trouble & Halloween 

 
Tues, Oct 22 – week 8 
before class • read Stein 115-42, complete reading questions and bring to class 

during class • gay communities and politics 

Thurs, Oct 24 
before class • read Radicalesbians (E), 107-9; Bunch (E), 332-36; Combahee River Collective (E), 210-18, 

complete reading questions and bring to class 
during class • lesbian communities and politics 
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Tues, Oct 29 – week 9 
before class • finish Rubyfruit Jungle 

• watch a TV episode or movie with an LGBT theme; complete discussion post 
during class • queer creativity and representations 

Thurs, Oct 31  
before class • read Stryker, 121-53, complete reading questions and bring to class 

during class • transgender/two-spirit  

 
Tues, Nov 5 – week 10 
before class • read Stein, 143-63, complete reading questions and bring to class 

•  
during class • AIDS and activism 

Thurs, Nov 7 
before class • read Stein 164-81, complete reading questions and bring to class 

•  
during class • AIDS and activism 

 
Tues, Nov 12 – week 11 
before class • read Faith in America (web), complete reading questions and bring to class  

during class • institutionalized heterosexuality 

Thurs, Nov 14 
before class • read Stein, 182-207, complete reading questions and bring to class  

• complete Learning activity (if applicable) and bring completed worksheet to class 
during class • Learning activity discussion: It’s a Family Affair 

 
Tues, Nov 19 – week 12 
before class • read Pascoe (E), 329-45, complete reading questions and bring to class  

• complete Learning activity (if applicable) and bring completed worksheet to class 
during class • Learning activity discussion: Out at School 

Thurs, Nov 21 
before class • read To-Yeung et al. (E), 5-31, complete reading questions and bring to class  

• complete Learning activity (if applicable) and bring completed worksheet to class 
during class • Learning activity discussion: WMU Pride? 

 
Tues, Nov 26 – week 13 
before class • read Rupp and Taylor (E), complete reading questions and bring to class 

during class • new intimacies 

 
Tues, Dec 3 – week 14 
before class • read outandequal.org (web) 

during class • out at work 

Thurs, Dec 5 
before class • read ILGA.org (web) 

during class • global perspectives 

 
Final presentations will take place during our scheduled exam period, Thurs, Dec 12, 10:15-12:15. 
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