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REQUEST TO COLLEGE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE FOR CURRICULAR IMPROVEMENTS 
DEPARTMENT: Medical Humanities Minor PROPOSED EFFECTIVE SEMESTER:  Fall 2014    COLLEGE: A&S  
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
Academic Program   Substantive Course Changes  Misc. Course Changes 

 New degree*    New course     Title 
 New major*     Pre or Co-requisites    Description (attach current & proposed) 
 New curriculum*    Deletion (required by others)   Deletion (not required by others) 
 New concentration*    Course #, different level   Course #, same level 
 New certificate    Credit hours     Variable credit 
 New minor     Enrollment restriction   Credit/no credit 
 Revised major    Course-level restriction   Cross-listing 
 Revised minor    Prefix  Title and description  COGE reapproval 
 Admission requirements   (attach current & proposed)   Other (explain**) 
 Graduation requirements   General education (select one)    
 Deletion  Transfer    Not Applicable 
 Other (explain**)    Other (explain**) 

 
** Other:       
 
Title of degree, curriculum, major, minor, concentration, or certificate: Medical Humanities Minor 
 
Existing course prefix and #:       Proposed course prefix and #:       Credit hours:       
 
Existing course title:       
 
Proposed course title:       
 
Existing course prerequisite & co-requisite(s):       
Proposed course prerequisite(s)       

If  there  are  multiple  prerequisites,  connect  with  “and”  or  “or”.  To  remove  prerequisites,  enter  “none.”  
Proposed course co-requisite(s)       

If  there  are  multiple  corequisites,  they  are  always  joined  by  “and.”  
Proposed course prerequisite(s) that can also be taken concurrently: 
Is there a minimum grade for the prerequisites or corequisites?  

The default grades are D for undergraduates and C for graduates. 
Major/minor or classification restrictions:  

List the Banner 4 character codes and whether they should be included or excluded. 
For 5000 level prerequisites & corequisites: Do these apply to: (circle one) undergraduates      graduates     both      
 
Specifications for University Schedule of Classes: 
a. Course title (maximum of 30 spaces):       
b. Multi-topic course:   No      Yes   
c. Repeatable for credit:   No  Yes  
d. Mandatory credit/no credit:   No    Yes 
e. Type of class and contact hours per week (check type and indicate hours as appropriate) 
 1.  Lecture        3.  Lecture/lab/discussion       5.  Independent study       
 2.  Lab or discussion       4.  Seminar or  studio       6.  Supervision or practicum       
 
CIP  Code  (Registrar’s  use  only): 
 
 
Chair/Director 

 
Date       

 
Chair, College Curriculum Committee 

 
Date       

 
Dean                                                   Date:                    Graduate Dean: 

 
Date       

 
Curriculum Manager: Return to dean  Date       

 
Forward to: 

 
Date       

 
Chair, COGE/ PEB / FS President 

 
Date       

FOR PROPOSALS REQUIRING GSC/USC REVIEW: 
 
*  Approve  Disapprove 

 
Chair, GSC/USC 

 
Date       

 
*  Approve  Disapprove  

 
Provost 

 
Date       
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Fritz Allhoff
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1. Explain briefly and clearly the proposed improvement. 
 

This proposal is to add the existing course ECON 3180: Economics of Medical Care to the menu of courses listed in 
the catalog language for the Medical Humanities Minor. The minor incorporates courses from across several 
academic disciplines; this course is a natural fit in that menu. 

 
2. Rationale. Give your reason(s) for the proposed improvement. (If your proposal includes prerequisites, justify those, 

too.) 
 

Although the minor has flexibility built in and allows for students to apply credit from courses not on the menu toward 
the minor, it is better to list as many appropriate classes as possible, to give students a more robust understanding of 
what kinds of courses are offered on campus. By including this course in the already existing menu students and 
advisors in the Medical Humanities minor will easily be able to identify it as an option for the student’s completion of 
the minor. 

 
3. Effect on other colleges, departments or programs. If consultation with others is required, attach evidence of 

consultation and support. If objections have been raised, document the resolution. Demonstrate that the program you 
propose is not a duplication of an existing one. 

 
It is unlikely that this change will have any effect on other colleges, departments, or programs. The only foreseeable 
effect would be an increase in ECON 3180 by Medical Humanities minor students. 

 
4. Effect  on  your  department’s  programs.  Show  how  the  proposed  change  fits  with  other  departmental offerings. 
 

Some students in the Medical Humanities minor program will elect to take ECON 3180 instead of a different course on 
the menu, but this should not pose any significant problems, either for ECON 3180 or the other courses listed within 
the minor’s catalog language. Since this would be the first ECON course listed in the minor’s catalog language, it 
avoids any redundancy within the minor. 

 
5. Effects on enrolled students: Are program conflicts avoided? Will your proposal make it easier or harder for students 

to meet graduation requirements? Can students complete the program in a reasonable time? Show that you have 
considered  scheduling  needs  and  demands  on  students’  time.  If  a  required  course  will  be  offered  during  summer  only,  
provide a rationale. 

 
Presumably this addition to the minor will make it easier for students to complete the Medical Humanities minor, since 
they will have more options listed in the menu of courses, and thus more options to fit their class schedule. It is very 
unlikely the inclusion of ECON 3180 in the Medical Humanities minor’s menu of courses will have any effect on ECON 
students. 

 
6. Student or external market demand. What is your anticipated student audience? What evidence of student or market 

demand or need exists? What is the estimated enrollment? What other factors make your proposal beneficial to 
students? 

 
While the Medical Humanities minor has had limited student interest so far, as more students go through the program 
they will have varied interests in which courses they elect to pursue to complete the minor. ECON 3180 is a natural fit 
and its inclusion would allow Medical Humanities students with interests in the economics of health care to tailor the 
minor to fit their educational goals. 

 
7. Effects on resources. Explain how your proposal would affect department and University resources, including faculty, 

equipment, space, technology, and library holdings. Tell how you will staff additions to the program. If more advising 
will be needed, how will you provide for it? How often will course(s) be offered? What will be the initial one-time costs 
and the ongoing base-funding costs for the proposed program? (Attach additional pages, as necessary.) 

 
The course, ECON 3180, is a pre-existing course, and the Medical Humanities minor is a pre-existing program. This 
change to the minor would simply make explicit that ECON 3180 is a viable choice for students in their completion of 
the minor. This change should have minimal (if any) effect on department and/or University resources. 
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8. General education criteria. For a general education course, indicate how this course will meet the criteria for the area 

or proficiency. (See the General Education Policy for descriptions of each area and proficiency and the criteria. Attach 
additional pages as necessary. Attach a syllabus if (a) proposing a new course, (b) requesting certification for 
baccalaureate-level writing, or (c) requesting reapproval of an existing course.) 
 
This proposed change to the minor does not affect the general education criteria for the course ECON 3180, as it is 
not a change to the course, but merely a change to the catalog language for the minor. 
 

9.   List the learning outcomes for the proposed course or the revised or proposed major, minor, or concentration. These 
are the outcomes that the department will use for future assessments of the course or program.  
 
This change does not affect the previous learning outcomes for students in the Medical Humanities minor. It is a 
proposal to change the catalog language of the minor to make explicit that ECON 3180 is an appropriate course for 
students to elect as they complete the minor. The previously existing learning outcomes for students in the Medical 
Humanities minor are as follows: 

Upon completion of the minor, students will have an appreciation for the humanistic side of health and health care 
delivery. Students entering the health care professions will be able to use this knowledge to serve their patients 
better, while those students whose interests in medicine are purely or primarily academic will comprehend more 
fully the human condition as it relates to health-related adversity and triumph. All students will understand the 
challenges health care providers face in the course of their professional obligations, especially as they strive to 
meet the demands of compassion, empathy, and humaneness as they practice. 

 
10. Describe how this curriculum change is a response to assessment outcomes that are part of a departmental or college 

assessment plan or informal assessment activities.  
 

It is obvious that the more options students have in crafting this interdisciplinary minor, the more likely it will be that 
students will enroll in the minor, find courses that fit their interests and academic schedules, and ultimately complete 
the requirements for the minor.  

 
11.  (Undergraduate proposals only) Describe, in detail, how this curriculum change affects transfer articulation for 

Michigan community colleges. For course changes, include detail on necessary changes to transfer articulation from 
Michigan community college courses. For new majors or minors, describe transfer guidelines to be developed with 
Michigan community colleges. For revisions to majors or minors, describe necessary revisions to Michigan community 
college guidelines. Department chairs should seek assistance from college advising directors or from the admissions 
office in completing this section.  

 
As per the existing policy of the minor, the minor honors all previously existing transfer agreements. If a course from a 
different institution would normally be accepted for transfer credit in place of ECON 3180, it will be accepted for credit 
within the minor. 
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Current Catalog Language for the Medical Humanities Minor 
(http://catalog.wmich.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=18&poid=4080&returnto=629) 

 
Medical Humanities Minor 
 
The medical humanities minor is beneficial for two kinds of students who wish to understand the humanistic elements of health and 
health care, including the psychosocial, ethical, religious, literary, artistic, and so forth. Those choosing a career in the health 
sciences will find medical humanities to be a positive influence on how they approach patient care, helping them to view patients 
with greater empathy and awareness of what it is to be a patient. Meanwhile, students of traditional disciplines within the 
humanities will encounter and explore the human condition as it relates to health-related adversity and triumph. 
 
The medical humanities minor requires the following: 
 
1.  18 total credit hours, to be satisfied as follows: 
 
a.  Phil 3350: Medical Humanities 
b.  One course from Group A 
c.  One course from Group B 
d.  Remaining hours must come from courses in either Group B or Group C 
 
2. No more than two courses from any particular prefix will count for credit toward the minor. 
 
3. Other courses may count toward minor with approval from the medical humanities advisor. 
 
Flexibility is built into the medical humanities minor. Students are encouraged to speak with the medical humanities advisor about 
which combination of courses would best suit their individual  interests.  With  the  advisor’s  approval,  the  student  may  substitute  
relevant courses for those that may be unavailable (e.g., if a course is not scheduled to be offered before the student graduates). 
 
Students should be aware that courses may not count for credit twice for different programs. That is, the same course may not be 
used  both  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  student’s  major  and  the  medical  humanities  minor. 
 
Required (18 hours) 
 
PHIL 3350 - Medical Humanities Credits: 3 hours 
Group A 
 
BIOS 5620 - Bioethics Credits: 3 hours 
HOL 4400 - Issues and Ethics in Holistic Health Credits: 3 hours 
NUR 3220 - Health Care Ethics Credits: 3 hours 
PHIL 3340 - Biomedical Ethics Credits: 4 hours 
Group B 
 
ANTH 5250 - Spirits and Medicine Credits: 3 hours 
HOL 5340 - Holistic Health and Spirituality Credits: 3 hours 
REL 3180 - Death, Dying, and Beyond Credits: 4 hours 
SOC 3730 - Sociology of Health and Illness Credits: 3 hours 
Group C 
 
ANTH 5310 - Medical Anthropology Credits: 3 hours 
COM 4840 - Health Communication Credits: 3 hours 
FCS 2100 - Human Sexuality Credits: 3 hours 
GRN 1000 - Introduction to Aging Studies Credits: 3 hours 
GRN 4000 - Public Policy and Aging Credits: 3 hours 
HOL 5300 - Special Topics in Holistic Health Credits: 1 to 4 hours 
Topic: Healing Through Writing and Story 
HOL 5500 - Introduction to Holism and Expressive Arts Credits: 3 hours 
HOL 5510 - Holistic Approaches to Healing Through Visual Art Credits: 3 hours 
HOL 5530 - Holistic Strategies to Illness and End of Life Credits: 3 hours 
HPHE 1550 - Foundations of Health Education Credits: 3 hours 
HSV 4100 - Legal Issues in Health and Human Services Credits: 2 hours 
HSV 4140 - Basic Principles and Organization of Health Planning Credits: 3 hours 
HSV 4810 - The Health System and Its Environment Credits: 3 hours 
HSV 4850 - Major Issues in Health and Human Services Credits: 3 hours 
MUS 2810 - Introduction to Music Therapy Credits: 1 hour 
MUS 2890 - Music Therapy Activities for Children Credits: 2 hours 
MUS 2900 - Music Therapy Activities for Adults Credits: 2 hours 
PHIL 5340 - Moral and Philosophical Foundations of Health Care Credits: 3 hours 
SWRK 4230 - Ethics in Substance Abuse Treatment Credits: 3 hours 
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Proposed Catalog Language for the Medical Humanities Minor 
(Changes in Bold; 9/5/2013) 

 
Medical Humanities Minor 
 
The medical humanities minor is beneficial for two kinds of students who wish to understand the humanistic elements of health and 
health care, including the psychosocial, ethical, religious, literary, artistic, and so forth. Those choosing a career in the health 
sciences will find medical humanities to be a positive influence on how they approach patient care, helping them to view patients 
with greater empathy and awareness of what it is to be a patient. Meanwhile, students of traditional disciplines within the 
humanities will encounter and explore the human condition as it relates to health-related adversity and triumph. 
 
The medical humanities minor requires the following: 
 
1.  18 total credit hours, to be satisfied as follows: 
 
a.  Phil 3350: Medical Humanities 
b.  One course from Group A 
c.  One course from Group B 
d.  Remaining hours must come from courses in either Group B or Group C 
 
2. No more than two courses from any particular prefix will count for credit toward the minor. 
 
3. Other courses may count toward minor with approval from the medical humanities advisor. 
 
Flexibility is built into the medical humanities minor. Students are encouraged to speak with the medical humanities advisor about 
which combination of courses would best suit their individual  interests.  With  the  advisor’s  approval,  the  student  may  substitute  
relevant courses for those that may be unavailable (e.g., if a course is not scheduled to be offered before the student graduates). 
 
Students should be aware that courses may not count for credit twice for different programs. That is, the same course may not be 
used  both  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  student’s  major  and  the  medical  humanities  minor. 
 
Required (18 hours) 
 
PHIL 3350 - Medical Humanities Credits: 3 hours 
Group A 
 
BIOS 5620 - Bioethics Credits: 3 hours 
HOL 4400 - Issues and Ethics in Holistic Health Credits: 3 hours 
NUR 3220 - Health Care Ethics Credits: 3 hours 
PHIL 3340 - Biomedical Ethics Credits: 4 hours 
Group B 
 
ANTH 5250 - Spirits and Medicine Credits: 3 hours 
HOL 5340 - Holistic Health and Spirituality Credits: 3 hours 
REL 3180 - Death, Dying, and Beyond Credits: 4 hours 
SOC 3730 - Sociology of Health and Illness Credits: 3 hours 
Group C 
 
ANTH 5310 - Medical Anthropology Credits: 3 hours 
COM 4840 - Health Communication Credits: 3 hours 
ECON 3180 - Economics of Medical Care 
FCS 2100 - Human Sexuality Credits: 3 hours 
GRN 1000 - Introduction to Aging Studies Credits: 3 hours 
GRN 4000 - Public Policy and Aging Credits: 3 hours 
HOL 5300 - Special Topics in Holistic Health Credits: 1 to 4 hours 

     Topic: Healing Through Writing and Story 
HOL 5500 - Introduction to Holism and Expressive Arts Credits: 3 hours 
HOL 5510 - Holistic Approaches to Healing Through Visual Art Credits: 3 hours 
HOL 5530 - Holistic Strategies to Illness and End of Life Credits: 3 hours 
HPHE 1550 - Foundations of Health Education Credits: 3 hours 
HSV 4100 - Legal Issues in Health and Human Services Credits: 2 hours 
HSV 4140 - Basic Principles and Organization of Health Planning Credits: 3 hours 
HSV 4810 - The Health System and Its Environment Credits: 3 hours 
HSV 4850 - Major Issues in Health and Human Services Credits: 3 hours 
MUS 2810 - Introduction to Music Therapy Credits: 1 hour 
MUS 2890 - Music Therapy Activities for Children Credits: 2 hours 
MUS 2900 - Music Therapy Activities for Adults Credits: 2 hours 
PHIL 5340 - Moral and Philosophical Foundations of Health Care Credits: 3 hours 
SWRK 4230 - Ethics in Substance Abuse Treatment Credits: 3 hours 

CAS14-22



CAS14-22




