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1. Explain briefly and clearly the proposed improvement. 
 

This proposal changes the title, description, and credit hours of ENVS 3000 – Environment, Technology, and Value.  
The new course title will be Introduction to Sustainability: A Local to Global Survey, and the credit hours will change 
from 4 to 3.  Finally, we intend the course to be available for General Education area VII. 

 
2. Rationale. Give your reason(s) for the proposed improvement. (If your proposal includes prerequisites, justify those, 

too.) 
 

The revised course is a required course in a proposed new interdisciplinary major: Freshwater Science and 
Sustainability.  As an introduction to sustainability, the course will serve as the foundation for the “sustainability core” 
of the new major.  Furthermore, it will be the first introductory course on sustainability offered at WMU.  As such, we 
expect it will be in considerable demand as a general education offering. 

 
3. Effect on other colleges, departments or programs. If consultation with others is required, attach evidence of 

consultation and support. If objections have been raised, document the resolution. Demonstrate that the program you 
propose is not a duplication of an existing one. 

 
There should be no effect on other colleges, departments or programs. 

 
4. Effect on your department’s programs. Show how the proposed change fits with other departmental offerings. 
 

The revised course is a requirement for students in the proposed Freshwater Science and Sustainability major, and it 
is one of three courses that students pursuing the Environmental Studies major can use to satisfy that major’s entry 
course requirement. 

 
5. Effects on enrolled students: Are program conflicts avoided? Will your proposal make it easier or harder for students 

to meet graduation requirements? Can students complete the program in a reasonable time? Show that you have 
considered scheduling needs and demands on students’ time. If a required course will be offered during summer only, 
provide a rationale. 

 
The revised course will provide an attractive option for environmental studies students to satisfy the entry course 
requirement for the environmental studies major and for all students to satisfy the general education area 7 
requirements.  The course will be offered in online/hybrid format once per year and face-to-face twice yearly, which 
should make it easier for students to meet graduation requirements. 

 
6. Student or external market demand. What is your anticipated student audience? What evidence of student or market 

demand or need exists? What is the estimated enrollment? What other factors make your proposal beneficial to 
students? 

 
We anticipate high demand for the revised course.  It is required for students pursuing the proposed Freshwater 
Science and Sustainability major (estimated to be 20-30 students per year).  Because of the topic and 3000-level, we 
expect that it will be a very popular option to satisfy the area 7 general education requirement. 

 
7. Effects on resources. Explain how your proposal would affect department and University resources, including faculty, 

equipment, space, technology, and library holdings. Tell how you will staff additions to the program. If more advising 
will be needed, how will you provide for it? How often will course(s) be offered? What will be the initial one-time costs 
and the ongoing base-funding costs for the proposed program? (Attach additional pages, as necessary.) 

 
The proposed major in Freshwater Science and Sustainability requires that several ENVS courses be offered in 
online/hybrid format in addition to current face-to-face offerings.  To help alleviate this increased workload, two new 
tenure-track faculty members (one 100% ENVS; one jointly appointed in ENVS and Biological Sciences) will be 
recruited whose appointments will begin August 2014.  The new hire in ENVS will have expertise in sustainability and 
will assist in developing and teaching the proposed new course.  Additionally, a new faculty member who joined 
ENVS recently will teach this course regularly.  These additions will allow us to meet requirements of the freshwater 
science and sustainability major and the environmental studies major without affecting the workload of current faculty. 

 
8. General education criteria. For a general education course, indicate how this course will meet the criteria for the area 

or proficiency. (See the General Education Policy for descriptions of each area and proficiency and the criteria. Attach 
additional pages as necessary. Attach a syllabus if (a) proposing a new course, (b) requesting certification for 
baccalaureate-level writing, or (c) requesting reapproval of an existing course.)  
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As a course that deals with principles of sustainability on a variety of scales, the revised course will explicitly address 
several of the expectations of area 7 courses as it will: 1) “explore the costs and benefits of society’s decisions” 
regarding use of natural resources and scientific understanding of sustainable management of resources; 2) engage 
students in “reflection on responsible choices between competing values and interests”; 3) explore “global challenges 
(e.g., population growth, climate and atmospheric change, loss of biodiversity, and resource management)”  
associated with the application of science and technology; and 4) examine the “salient history of science and 
technology”, in this case the historical roots of the modern concept of sustainability and debates regarding its 
application to help solve modern environmental problems. 
 
A syllabus accompanies this proposal. 
 

9.   List the learning outcomes for the proposed course or the revised or proposed major, minor, or concentration. These 
are the outcomes that the department will use for future assessments of the course or program.  
 
Students will be able to: 

1) Identify core readings and thinkers on sustainability. 
2) Recognize key themes, problems, and controversies from academic, professional, and popular media. 
3) Analyze sustainability initiatives from theoretical and applied perspectives. 
4) Apply interdisciplinary approaches to sustainability (i.e., that you can integrate two or more fields of 

knowledge and methods when you carry out research or projects). 
5) Know and discuss a range of sustainability efforts from your own community, different regions, and different 

parts of the world.      
 
10. Describe how this curriculum change is a response to assessment outcomes that are part of a departmental or college 

assessment plan or informal assessment activities.  
 
This proposal did not arise as a response to assessment outcomes.  A full assessment plan, based on the learning 
outcomes described above, will be implemented when the new program begins, and it will be reviewed regularly by 
the program’s curriculum committee. 

 
11.  (Undergraduate proposals only) Describe, in detail, how this curriculum change affects transfer articulation for 

Michigan community colleges. For course changes, include detail on necessary changes to transfer articulation from 
Michigan community college courses. For new majors or minors, describe transfer guidelines to be developed with 
Michigan community colleges. For revisions to majors or minors, describe necessary revisions to Michigan community 
college guidelines. Department chairs should seek assistance from college advising directors or from the admissions 
office in completing this section.  

 
The proposed course will not affect existing transfer articulation agreements with Michigan community colleges. 
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Current catalog copy 
 
ENVS 3000 - Environment, Technology, and Value 

 
An introduction to the physical and biological bases of the environment and the historical, anthropological relation 
of Homo Sapiens within those parameters, the impacts of the rise of modern industrial societies and human 
populations with an examination of the driving values causing and caused by these developments, the environmental 
movement and the alternative projected futures. At the discretion of a program advisor, ENVS 3000 may be 
substituted for ENVS 1100 for those students wishing to take an environmental studies major or minor. Students may 
not enroll in ENVS 3000 after successfully completing ENVS 1100. 
 
Credits: 4 hours 
 
Notes: This course satisfies General Education Area VII: Natural Science and Technology: Applications and 
Implications. 
 
 
 
Proposed Catalog Copy 
 
ENVS 3000 - Introduction to Sustainability: A Local to Global Survey 
 
This course examines the modern concept of sustainability: its historical roots, theories and debates, emerging 
principles and practices, and moral visions for the future.  From household to global scales, students will analyze 
interrelated questions of ecological resilience, social justice, technological change, and alternative economic 
paradigms.  Case studies will include core sustainability challenges such as energy, water, food systems, endangered 
species, land use, and population.  The class will require community-based field experience during the semester.  
 
Credits: 3 hours 
 
Notes: This course satisfies General Education Area VII: Natural Science and Technology: Applications and 
Implications. 
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Introduction to Sustainability:  
A Local to Global Survey (ENVS 3000) 

 
Fall 2014 

 
Instructor:   Dr. Brian Petersen   Meeting Time:  TBA 
Office:   Wood Hall, 3934   Office Hours:  TBA 
Email:   brian.petersen@wmich.edu 
Course website:  e-learning 
 
ENVS 3000 fulfills WMU’s general education requirement in Area VII. 
 
 
Course Outline 
 
This course introduces core ideas, challenges, and opportunities associated with the new field of 
sustainability studies.  Despite emerging as a moral imperative of our time, sustainability 
remains ill-defined both within academia and in larger political and economic realms.  The term 
can be a black box on which to project conflicting meanings and agendas.  Our class will 
examine the modern concept of sustainability: its historical roots, theories and debates, emerging 
principles and practices, and moral visions for the future.   From household to global scales, we 
will tackle interrelated questions of ecological resilience, social justice, technological change, 
and alternative economic paradigms.  We will explore case studies that represent the paradoxes 
and potential of sustainability efforts: campus sustainability at WMU and other universities; food 
access and justice at D-Town Farm in Detroit; award winning urban design efforts in Grand 
Rapids; and forward-thinking sustainable development in Curitiba, Brazil.  By the end of the 
semester, you should have a foundation in sustainability literacy and critical analysis, as well as 
early ideas for hands-on practice and applications at home, in your community, and across 
different economic sectors.  
 
 
Course Objectives: By the end of the semester, you should be able to:  
 

1) Identify core readings and thinkers on sustainability. 
 

2) Recognize key themes, problems, and controversies from academic, professional, and 
popular media. 
 

3) Analyze sustainability initiatives from theoretical and applied perspectives. 
 

4) Apply interdisciplinary approaches to sustainability (i.e., that you can integrate two or 
more fields of knowledge and methods when you carry out research or projects). 

  
5) Know and discuss a range of sustainability efforts from your own community, 

different regions, and different parts of the world.  
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Required Texts 
 
 Quinn, Daniel. 1992. Ishmael. New York, Bantam Books.  

 
 Farley, M., Smith, Z.A. 2013.  Sustainability: If it’s everything, is it nothing? New York, 

Routledge.  
 
 Agyeman, J. 2013. Introducing Just Sustainabilities: Policy, Planning and Practice. 

London, Zed Books. 
 
 Class pick: One book selected by the class from “The Best Books on Green and 

Sustainability” (http://www.thegreenmarketoracle.com/2012/01/100-best-sustainability-
books-in-world.html) 
 

 Additional essays, articles, and chapters on e-learning 
 
The texts are available at the WMU bookstore or on Amazon.  I will provide additional readings 
on our e-learning site (linked to course reserves through the university library).  By each class 
period you should have: (1) completed the assigned readings; (2) taken notes on the main points 
of each reading; and (3) brought written questions or comments for class discussion (you’ll turn 
these in to me). 
 
 
General Course Policies 
 
Technology: Electronic devices are not allowed in this course. This includes computers, cell 
phones, and music players. Texting, in particular, is absolutely not acceptable at any point during 
class. Failure to follow this policy will result in loss of participation points and will significantly 
affect your final grade.  
 
Email: Please correspond with me in a professional manner. Email messages are not text 
messages, so craft your emails with care. They should address me by title (i.e., “Dear Dr. 
Petersen”), use clear language, and be free of typos and grammatical errors. I check email during 
business hours (M-F 8-5) but will not respond to emails after hours or on weekends. I’ll email 
you back within 48 hours, except for weekends.  
 
Classroom Conduct: In general, you should engage your classmates and me with respect and 
consideration. A certain level of politeness is just as necessary as curiosity in the learning 
process. Open-mindedness is also important, since it facilitates learning effectively. During class 
discussion, you will be expected to have more than just your opinion; you should be able to make 
an argument, using evidence and logic to support their viewpoint. These principles do not 
substitute for knowing the Western Michigan University standards of Academic Conduct. 
 
WMU Academic Policy: You are expected to uphold the Western Michigan University standards 
of Academic Conduct. You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the 
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policies and procedures in the Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs that pertain to Academic 
Honesty. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple 
submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. [The policies can be found at 
http://catalog.wmich.edu under Academic Policies, Student Rights and Responsibilities.] If there 
is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the 
Office of Student Conduct (osc.wmich.edu). You will be given the opportunity to review the 
charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. 
You should consult with your instructor if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty 
prior to the submission of an assignment or test. 
 
Western Michigan University Policies on Conduct and Plagiarism: 
http://homepages.wmich.edu/~rberkhof/studyaids/plagiarism.htm 
 
 
Course Assignments, Grades, and Related Policies 
 
Attendance: Attendance is mandatory and critical to your individual learning and to the ultimate 
success of the course. Attendance begins with the first meeting of this course. Full attendance for 
a class requires arriving on time and staying for the duration of the class. You may have one 
excused absence. 
 
Please note: attendance will also affect your participation grade (see below). 
 
Participation: This class will include significant discussion about course readings, topics, and 
lectures. You are expected to come to class having read all the assigned material for that day. 
Everyone is expected to participate in discussions and your grade will reflect the extent to which 
you effectively engage with the instructor, your peers, and the material. Missing classes will also 
affect your participation grade. Good group discussion requires that everyone come prepared to 
contribute and that nobody dominates the discussion. Please be respectful of others at all times. 
Texting or otherwise focusing attention on something not related to class will significantly alter 
your participation grade.  
 
Readings and Discussion Questions: Keeping up with the reading is critical to this class. We 
will discuss readings in small groups and with the entire class each week. The e-learning course 
site has a folder called “Discussion Questions” where you will find posted questions each week 
for readings. Discussion questions should be turned in via dropbox on the course e-learning page.  
 
Exams: The course will have two exams covering material from the readings and texts. The 
exams will occur during the semester; the course has no final exam. Each exam will cover 
material in the class up to that point and consist of short answer questions.  
 
Outside Assignments: Late assignments will not be accepted. All assignments must be turned in 
electronically through the course e-learning site. No exceptions. You cannot make up current 
events, exams, discussion questions, or assignments except for a verifiable emergency. All 
assignments will be graded on writing quality, thoroughness, and clarity.  
 

CAS14-49



	 4

Assignment 1: Personal Sustainability Audit: Calculate your ecological footprint using 
online calculators. Describe generally what you entered in each section and the final pie chart 
that describes your footprint. Then, discuss ways that you could reduce your footprint and 
limitations to the ecological footprint concept. Discuss whether you think the ecological footprint 
concept has merit and how it relates to sustainability. Lastly, discuss what areas you want to 
address in your own life and the commitments you plan to make based on this assessment.  
 

Assignment 2: Current Events: During the semester, find two articles in national or 
international newspapers (examples include The New York Times, The Guardian, The Chicago 
Tribune, The Washington Post, The Detroit Free Press, The Sydney Morning Herald). Following 
current events in newspapers will help you see how news media outlets cover and discuss 
sustainability. For each current event find an article that discusses sustainability in some context, 
send me an email with a link to the article and a brief summary of the story and your thoughts 
about it (1-2 paragraphs).  This is due by 9am the day you plan to present it to the class. During 
your presentation to class identify the newspaper, the date (should be within the last two weeks), 
summarize the article, and discuss the significance of the story as it relates to topics covered in 
this course. Must do one current event by Thursday, October 17.   
 

Assignment 3:  Experiential Learning: Find a local sustainability project in which you 
can participate.  I will provide examples in class.  The assignment will consist of three parts: (1) 
contribute at least 10 hours to this effort; (2) create a video, photo, or audio documentary record 
of your work on this project (~five minutes in length, with some volunteers showing their work 
during class time); (3) write a two-page summary of the project (Word document) that links it to 
our class readings and discussions.  
 
Grade Breakdown 
 
Attendance and Participation 100 points 
Discussion Questions   100 points 
Exams     100 points (50 points each) 
Assignment 1   50 points 
Assignment 2   50 points 
Assignment 3   100 points 
 
Total    500 
 
Points Earned Grade 
465-500 = 93-100% A 
440-464 = 88 - 92% BA 
415-439 = 83-87% B 
390-414 = 78-82% CB 
365-389 = 73-77% C 
340-365 = 68-72% DC 
300-339 = 60-67% D 
0-299 = 0-59%  E 
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Course Schedule: 
 
Week Topic Reading(s) 
1 Introduction: What is sustainability 

 
Quinn: Chapters 1-4 

2 A Brief History of Sustainability 
 

Quinn: Chapters 5-8 

3 Initial Approaches to Sustainability 
The Precautionary Principle 
 

Quinn: Chapters 9-10 
Farley and Smith: Chapters 1-3 

4 Sustainable Businesses and 
Development 
Case Study: Curitiba, Brazil 
 

Quinn: Chapters 11-13 
Farley and Smith: Chapters 4-5 

5 Sustainability and Justice 
 

Agyeman: Chapter 1 

6 Sustainable Food Systems 
Case Study: D-Town Farms 
 

Agyeman: Chapter 2 

7 Sustainability and Place 
 

Ageyman: Chapters 3-4 

8 Energy and Climate 
 

Readings on e-learning 

9 Sustaining Water Resources 
 

Readings on e-learning 

10 Green Design 
 

Readings on e-learning 

11 Measuring Sustainability 
 

Readings on e-learning 

12 Sustainable Communities 
Case Study: Grand Rapids, MI 
 

Readings on e-learning 
 

13 Sustainable Campuses 
Case Study: WMU 
 

WMU Climate Action Plan 

14 Where is sustainability headed? Farley and Smith: Chapter 6 
Agyeman: Chapter 5 
 

15 Final assignment 3 due during 
our scheduled finals time 

No Reading 
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