
Minutes of the Friends of the University Libraries 
Board Meeting 

Monday, October 5, 2015 
 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

Waldo Library, Room 3001 
 

Attending: Eckel, Gedeon, Houghton, Morgan 
 

Welcome/Introductions/Announcements 
 
As previously planned, the meeting was run by Ed Eckel, Secretary, in place of Neil Chase, 
President, who is on leave. 
 
Agenda 
 
Approval of August 31, 2015 FUL Meeting Minutes  
The minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Morgan shared the current treasurer’s report. We had $1434.08 in membership revenue and 
$309.15 in book sales revenue, for a total of $1743.30 in income, since the last board meeting. 
Our current balance is $32,825.63. Morgan also shared a spreadsheet of book sale income for the 
past 10 years. Gedeon gave us an update on the latest Better World Books (BWB) pickup – he 
was finally able to box the 40th box of books to BWB last week so we will soon finally have a 
pickup of the boxes that have been accumulating in Technical services since the last BWB 
pickup. 
 
On a side note about membership, Morgan has no idea who is donating through payroll 
deduction. She does have an idea who donates through regular mail because she processes these. 
The possibility was discussed of asking for a regular printout from Development of new 
membership payments, with name of person paying. Morgan thinks that Buckner might have 
access to this information. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Future Events, 2015-2016 

• Richmond Center Tour – updates from Chase (Eckel) – This event will take place on 
Thursday November 5 from 3-4pm. Chase stated in his email (Sept.22, 2015) that “the 
guide will explain what they do at the Richmond Center, in general, and walk us around 



the galleries. We will be allowed to bring in our own coffee and cookies to a reception 
area in the lobby.” 

• Helen Hiebert (papermaker) visit – April – From Chase’s email notes (Sept.22, 2015): 
“The VSAP grant will cover $1000 toward the artists' travel. The Friends committed to 
$500 that will be used to help cover costs associated with her lecture on campus.”  

Old Business 

• Student Scholarship Award – updates from Chase (Eckel) 
o Ed read the details of Chase’s email from Sept.22 regarding the 

procedures for the awarding of the student scholarship. Discussion ensued. 
o It is confusing why the Friends money hasn’t been used each year to fund 

scholarships. [According to an email from Buckner dated Oct.5, 2015, 
only two disbursements from the Friends account have been made to the 
Scholarship Fund, one in 2011 and one in 2014.] Gedeon asked what the 
balance is for the Student Scholarship Fund. Do we want to advocate that 
more scholarships are given out? Houghton thinks that students would be 
more likely to apply for these awards if they saw them being given out 
more frequently. There has been no news about the scholarship award 
cycle for fall 2015 – no announcements or requests for applications. What 
we do know about the award cycle is still confusing. Gedeon suggested 
increasing the amount of the award to use more of the funds. Houghton 
wonders if the people who donate to this fund have any idea how the fund 
is being administered, and what changes have occurred in this process 
over the past few years. Should there be a discussion about this at the 
faculty and ULSA meetings? 

o Options discussed: 
 Ask Regina to attend one of our board meetings to participate in a 

discussion. 
 Bring this up for discussion at another library meeting – all-staff, 

faculty, ULSA. 
 Table the discussion until we have a new dean. 

o Task:  Eckel [Since Chase is on leave] will ask that this be placed on the 
agenda of a future All-Staff meeting. 

• Donation to Student Scholarship Award on behalf of Grotzinger – updates from 
Chase (Eckel) 

o Eckel read details from Chase’s Sept.22 email about his conversation with 
Buckner. 

o How to handle this if we cannot call it a “donation” and can’t give it in 
Laurel’s name. 



o Tabled until we have clarification from Library Administration regarding 
what is happening with the Scholarship award. 

• Paying for Food at Events – Library policy clarification 
• Fall Friendly Notes - the following articles are planned 

o Sachs will supply a brief article on the Dean Search 
o Item on the Richmond Center tour. 
o Article on Laurel’s retirement party. 
o Article on the Gethsemani Abbey materials leaving Waldo. 
o Morgan will forward the newsletter layout for us to proofread. She asks 

that this be reviewed in a timely manner. 
• Updating the membership brochure – Morgan supplied a draft of the revised 

brochure. The gathered board members agreed with the changes. 
o We would like to promote membership issues more generally throughout the Library, 

perhaps at future meetings of campus groups (Emeriti) and through regular emails to 
Library staff and faculty. 

New Business 

• Doris Singh – new Friends student board member – Morgan announced that Doris 
Singh will be our new student member of the board. 

• Swierenga thank you letter – Michigan Archival Association Meeting travel 
funding 

• Undergraduate Research Night Funding Request – Dr. Susan Steuer (Rare Books 
and Special Collections) requested that the Friends provide $150 for the 
upcoming Undergraduate Research Night event (scheduled for Wednesday 
November 4 from 4-9 p.m.). This was approved by the Board. Eckel (in place of 
Chase) will inform Steuer of the board’s approval. 

The next meeting of the Friends Board will take place on Monday November 2 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ed Eckel 

Friends Secretary 

 


