
Minutes of the Friends of the University Libraries Board Meeting  
Monday, August 31, 2015 [In place of the September meeting] 

2:00-3:00 p.m. 
Waldo Library, RIS Head’s Office 

  
Note: Due to the first Monday of September being the Labor Day holiday (Sept.7), it was 
decided to hold the regularly scheduled September meeting today rather than on September 14. 

 
Welcome/Introductions/Announcements 
 
Agenda 
 
Approval of July 13 2015 FUL Annual Meeting Minutes  
The minutes were approved with one minor typo fixed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (if possible) 
Morgan was not able to provide a treasurer’s report because it was not due to be run until 
September. She will be able to provide the report at the October meeting. 
  
Future Events, 2015-2016 

• Event Planning for 2015/2016 
o Alumni office has asked Chase to call back regarding information about tours. He 

did call back and leave a message but has not heard back yet. It appears to be very 
chaotic over there, with no real support for tours set up yet. 

o The Board discussed the possibility of a tour of the Richmond Center. Morgan 
suggested that this would be good IF we could get some kind of historical 
background on the Center. Shoot for early November or late October. 

o Spring 2016 Visiting Artist Event – Helen Hiebert – Ms. Hiebert will have an Art 
Hop show and a papermaking workshop at the Kalamazoo Book Arts Center over 
the April 8-10 weekend. The Friends is contributing $500 toward the expenses of 
the event, with other contributions coming from the Visiting Scholars program 
and the Handmade Paper Guild of Southwest Michigan.  

o Eckel will talk to Dr. Kristina Wirtz about a potential talk about her research in 
Cuba. (Probably for Spring.) 

• Fall Friendly Notes content 
o We need to wait to find out what our Fall event will be, before finalizing this 

draft. Dianna Sachs has a short article on the new Dean of Libraries search, plus 
we have an article on the Gethsemane Abbey collection leaving Waldo Library. 

o We discussed the need to include a news item on Grotzinger’s retirement in the 
Friendly Notes. Morgan volunteered to write this item. 



 

Old Business 

• Friends donation to Student Scholarship Fund in honor of Dr. Laurel Grotzinger – Chase 
will follow up on this, to make sure the donated money goes into the Scholarship fund 
(and how much money was donated). In addition, the Board would like clarification from 
Administration regarding how much money is in the Scholarship Fund, and what the 
schedule for awarding these is, as the schedule has changed a number of times in the past 
2-3 years. 

• Dr. Margaret Weitekamp follow-up – Carlson confirmed that Dr. Weitekamp was paid 
for her talk for the Friends. 
 

New Business 

• Request for funds to pay for food for RIS student training (Eckel) – This request was 
denied because the Friends are unable to render a decision due to a lack of clarification 
regarding what University-affiliated funds may be used for food for staff events. 

• Need for a Vice-President – We discussed the need for a vice-president, as well as an 
“At-large” member. We need to think about who could potentially fill these positions.  

The next meeting will take place on Monday October 5, 2015. The meeting location is to be 
determined at a later point. Eckel will run the meeting in the event of Chase’s absence. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ed Eckel 

Friends Secretary 


