
 

Richmond Center for the Arts 
is the  Fall Friends Tour 
 

The Friends Board have  
arranged a short presenta-
tion by a curator, and tour 
of the three exhibitions 
that are hosted followed 
by a casual reception. 
 

The event will be 3 - 4:00 
p.m. on Thursday, No-
vember 5, beginning in 
the Richmond Lobby. 
 

The guide will explain 
what they do to bring in 
exhibits at the Richmond 

Center in general, and 
provide a tour of the  
galleries. Perhaps a 
glimpse of the exhibit 
preparation spaces will be 
available. 
 

The Center is promoted as 
an exciting venue and a 
major cultural asset for 
WMU, southwest Michi-
gan, and the Midwest  
region. It contains 3 gal-
leries, Albertine Monroe-
Brown Gallery for  
rotating exhibitions, the 
Rose Netzorg and James 
Wilfrid Kerr Gallery for 
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Let’s Keep in Touch!   
Please send an email ad-
dress if you would like to 
get Friendly Notes electron-
ically.  Publications and 
events will be posted on our 
website www.wmich.edu/
library/about/friends/.  We 
can notify you when the 
newsletter is online.  If you 
prefer email, let us know at   
lib-friends@wmich.edu 

special exhibits and the 
University Art Collection, 
and the Eleanor R. and 
Robert A. DeVries Student 
Art Gallery. Exhibits 
scheduled are Cat Crotch-
ett: Surfacing; QUINTAPA-
TA: Pascal Meccareillo, 
Raquel Paiewonsky, Jorge 
Pineda; and an art student 
exhibit. 
 

Refreshments in the lobby 
will follow the tour. Locat-
ed right next the Miller Au-
ditorium parking ramp, 
parking at the meters takes 
5 quarters per hour. 



 

to its home in Trappist, Ken-
tucky.  The collection in-
cludes manuscripts, early 
printed books and other ma-
terials pertaining to the histo-
ry and practice of monasti-
cism in western civilization 
and important texts on con-
templative life.  Some of 
these materials will be digit-
ized in Minnesota at another 
monastic institution, the Hill 
Museum and Manuscript 
Library, before returning to 
Kentucky.  From now on, 
interested researchers should 
contact the abbey directly for 
information about access to 
these manuscripts and books.  
 

Several other monasteries 
from across the U.S. are 

For over four decades, Our 
Lady of Gethsemani Abbey 
has loaned its books to West-
ern Michigan University 
through the Center for Cister-
cian and Monastic Studies 
(formerly the Institute for 
Cistercian Studies) to facili-
tate the study of the Cister-
cian tradition.  The manu-
scripts and rare books were 
housed in WMU Libraries’ 
Special Collections Depart-
ment while several hundred 
other books were a part of the 
circulating collection at Wal-
do Library. 
 

The abbey, after substantial 
work to the library on the 
monastery grounds, has de-
cided to return its collection 

maintaining their loans of 
books with WMU and these 
works constitute a rich re-
source for those interested in 
religious life.  The Center for 
Cistercian and Monastic Stud-
ies will continue its work to 
facilitate the exploration of 
the role of monasticism in 
history and philosophy and its 
annual conference, which 
coincides with the Internation-
al Congress on Medieval 
Studies each May.   
 

Questions regarding the return 
of materials to the Abbey of 
Gethsemani can be addressed 
to Dr. Susan Steuer, Head of 
Special Collections at Univer-
sity Libraries, WMU. 
 

Deaccession of the Our Lady of Gethsemani Abbey Book & Manuscript Collection        

Papermaker Helen Heibert coming in April 2016 

There will be a series of 
events that will take place 
around the visit of pa-
permaker Helen Hiebert 
next April.  
 

Her visit  to the campus 
community will include a 

lecture and workshops. 
 

Details to come in the Jan-
uary 2016 Friendly Notes 
newsletter or on the 
Friends website; 
wmich.edu/library/about/
friends 

Lecture and events: 
 

The Friends are supporting 
this visiting artist and 
scholar in conjunction with 
the Kalamazoo Book Arts 
Center and a VSAP grant. 

NOTICE 

It is our hope that you 
enjoy this and mailings to 
come. If there is a change 
in your address or would 
like to receive this by 
email send it to lib-
friends@wmich.edu or 
Friends of University 
Libraries, Waldo Library, 
Western Michigan 
University, Kalamazoo,  
MI 49008-5353.  
We appreciate your 
continued support.  
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After 43 years of service at 
WMU and more than 15 
years as the Dean of Universi-
ty Libraries, Joe Reish will be 
stepping down this Decem-
ber. During his time as Dean 
of University Libraries, he has 
overseen numerous initia-
tives, including the construc-
tion of the Zhang Legacy 
Collections Center and the 
Gary and Rita Swain Educa-
tion Library. We thank Dean 
Reish for his leadership and 
service. 
 

A search committee has been 
established to recruit and 
screen applicants for the posi-
tion of Dean of University 
Libraries. Under the leader-
ship of Susan Stapleton, 
Dean of Graduate Studies, 
the search committee re-
ceived nominations and ap-
plications from candidates 
across the United States and 
internationally.  
 

The committee reviewed 
applications and brought 4 
candidates to WMU for inter-
views and public presenta-
tions in early October. The 
search committee and the 
Provosts Office will announce 
the results of that activity. We 
can share it on the Friends 
website. 

WMU Library Dean’s 
Search 

 


