
 

November 6  
Special Collections and  
Rare Books Room Tour 
3 pm, Waldo Library 
 
Behind the Scenes: WMU 
Libraries Special Collections 
Department. Special Collec-
tions is a repository of many 
of WMU’s treasures in man-
uscript and print, and pro-
vides primary sources for 
research in a variety of disci-
plines.  With collecting fo-
cused on medieval manu-
scripts, monasticism, early 
printed books,  American 

women’s poetry, children’s 
books,  artists’ books, as well 
as research collections cover-
ing dimensions of nine-
teenth and twentieth century 
history and literature, the 
Special Collections Depart-
ment is a hub for instruc-
tion, research and an appre-
ciation of the art of the 
book.  In addition to receiv-
ing walk-in patrons and spe-
cial appointments, the de-
partment regularly hosts class 
visits by WMU courses in 
medieval studies, history, 
English, world languages, as 

Behind the Scenes at Waldo’s Rare Book Room 

W E S T E R N  M I C H I G A N  U N I V E R S I T Y  

October 10, 2014 

Volume 4, Issue 2 

Friendly Notes  

Friends of the Western Michigan University Libraries Upcoming Events 

 

Friends  
Calendar of Events 

 November 6, 3 pm, 
behind the scenes, 
WMU Libraries Special 
Collections Dept., Waldo 
Library 

 March 19, 2015, Lec-
ture on illuminated man-
uscripts, Nancy Turner, 
J. Paul Getty Museum 

 Nat’l Air and Space 
Museum lecture, Dr. 
Margaret Weitekamp, 
week of April  6, 2015 

Inside this issue: 

Behind the Scenes at 
Waldo’s Rare Books 

1 

Cornelius Loew  
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Let’s Keep in Touch!   
Please send an email ad-
dress if you would like to 
get Friendly Notes electron-
ically.  Publications and 
events will be posted on our 
website www.wmich.edu/
library/about/friends/.  We 
can notify you when the 
Gatherings newsletter is 
online.  If you prefer a hard 
copy, let us know at   
lib-friends@wmich.edu 

well as students from the 
Frostic School of Fine Arts, 
members of the local commu-
nity and scholars from around 
the world. On Thursday No-
vember 6, 2014, 3:00 PM – 
5:00 PM, we invite the Friends 
of the University Libraries to 
join us for a departmental 
tour, which will include an 
exhibit of some of our prized 
holdings. The Special Collec-
tions Department is located 
on the Third Floor (Room 
3015) in Waldo Library, on 
WMU’s main campus. Parking 
at Miller ramp meters is best. 



 

curates the National Air and 
Space Museum's social and 
cultural dimensions of space-
flight collection which in-
cludes more than 4,000 arti-
facts, space memorabilia and 
science fiction objects. Some 
of the objects cover material 
and popular culture artifacts 
telling the history of space 
exploration. She is the author 

Week of April 6-9, 2015 
 
Visiting scholar presentation 
by Dr. Margaret Weitekamp 
through the sponsorship of 
the Friends of the University 
Libraries, Archives & Regional 
History Collections, Depart-
ment of History and Depart-
ment of Gender and Women’s 
Studies. Dr. Weitekamp  

of  Pluto’s Secret: An Icy World’s 
Tale of Discovery (Abrams 
Books for Young Readers, 
2013) and Right Stuff, Wrong 
Sex: America's First Women in 
Space Program (Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 2004). Infor-
mation on the date, time and 
venue of this event: To Be 
Announced: www.wmich.edu/
library/about/friends 

National Air and Space Museum: cultural curator lecture 

Cornelius Loew Lecture Series in Medieval Studies 

bellishment of Gold and  
Other Metallic Leaf and Inks 
in Medieval and Renaissance 
Manuscript Painting.” Ms 
Turner is one of the country’s 
leading conservators of medie-
val codices. She is an expert 
on medieval and early mod-
ern pigments, with a rich 
knowledge of the materials in 
surviving manuscripts and 
also of the written sources 
related to the acquisition of 
coloring agents and the manu-

facture of paints in the Middle 
Ages and early modern period. 
Her publications include nu-
merous technical studies and 
reports on conservation treat-
ments and techniques, and 
she has made a significant 
contribution to the scholarly 
literature, especially on medie-
val manuscript painting tech-
niques. Mark the date, but 
information on the time and 
venue of this event will be on 
the friends website. 

Getty Museum Scholar Visit 
 
The Cornelius Loew Lecture in 
Medieval Studies is sponsored 
by the Medieval Institute and 
Friends of the University Li-
braries on March 19, 2015. 
Nancy J. Turner, Conservator 
of Manuscripts in the Depart-
ment of Paper Conservation at 
the J. Paul Getty Museum, will 
give a presentation entitled 
“Illuminare: The Uses and Em-

NOTICE 

It is our hope that you 
enjoy this and mailings to 
come. If there is a change 
in your address or would 
like to receive this by 
email send it to lib-
friends@wmich.edu or 
Friends of University 
Libraries, Waldo Library, 
Western Michigan 
University, Kalamazoo,  
MI 49008-5353.  
We appreciate your 
continued support.  
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“Night of the Research Pa-
per” is a fall-themed introduc-
tion to academic research and 
writing that has been held at 
Waldo Library for the last 
several years.  The Friends of 
the University Libraries  
supports this event each year 
because it promotes the li-
braries to undergraduates and 
other new members of WMU. 
 

What happens on Night of 
the Research Paper? Students 
have one-on-one consultation 
about their research assign-
ments. Guidance is from 
librarians, staff (specialists 
from various libraries branch-
es) and WMU Writing Cen-
ter staff on how to navigate 
the libraries print and elec-
tronic resources, as well as 
how to organize and incorpo-
rate the information they find 
into structured research  
papers.  Help is available on 
narrowing/defining a topic, 
finding reliable and/or schol-
arly information, organizing 
the paper, and appropriately 
citing sources. The goal is to 
help students do their best 
work and to learn about the 
great materials and services at 
the University Libraries. 
 

This year, it will take place on 
Wed., November 5, 2014 from 
4-9 pm at Waldo Library.  

Friends  
Support Research Help 


