
The Joseph L. Peyser Endowment for the Study of New 
France was created with an initial $100,000 gift in honor 
and memory of Dr. Joseph L. Peyser. Dr. Peyser was an emi-
nent scholar of New France who wrote widely on the his-
tory and culture of the French in North America and, in 
particular, in the Great Lakes region.

History
Based on his extensive research in the archives of 

France, Canada and the United States, Dr. Peyser pub-
lished edited translations of important documents, many 
of which had long escaped the attention of historians. He 
also published studies of French exploration and settle-
ment, of French/Native relations, and of French cartogra-
phy. His fascination with New France extended not just to 
the dealings of the elite and powerful—such as kings and 
priests—but especially to documenting the day-to-day lives 
of the voyageurs and early settlers.

Dr. Peyser’s research unearthed long-lost maps that 
corrected previous historical assumptions about key 
French/Native American sites in Illinois and Michigan, 
including the correct identification for the location of 
the previously undiscovered Fort St. Joseph in Niles, 
Michigan. Fort St. Joseph was an important 
French trading post, and is currently un-
der archaeological investigation and 
development by Western Michigan 
University.

Purpose
The Joseph L. Peyser 

Endowment for the Study 
of New France provides fi-
nancial assistance in support 
of research on the history 
and culture of the Colonial 
French in North America 
including: 
 • the history of the French 

presence in North 
America and in the Great 
Lakes region

 • the culture (language, arts, ma-
terial culture, built environment) 
of the French in North America 
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and in the Great Lakes region

 • the history and culture of Native peoples with 
whom the French interacted in North America and 
the Great Lakes region

 • the history of Native-French interactions in North 
America and the Great Lakes region.

Eligibility
Support may be granted to researchers with estab-

lished scholarly records of research on New France, as well 
as to graduate students establishing such a record. Funds 
will be used to support:
  • the expansion & enhancement of research on New 

France and the dissemination of such scholarship
  • New France-related research, conferences, or educa-

tional initiatives conducted by community histori-
cal associations or other not-for-profit organizations 
working in affiliation with WMU

 • visiting scholars and lecturers to WMU including 
short- and long-term fellowships for scholars-in-
residence

 • associated research in support of the physical 
archaeology of sites, such as the study and analysis 

of found artifacts and/or translation of related 
historical documents

• travel-related expenses to consult the 
French Michilimackinac Research Project 

Collection at WMU, gathered by  Dr. 
Peyser and on indefinite loan to WMU 
from Mackinac State Historic Parks.

All research, publications, public 
events, and exhibits receiving support 
shall cite the Joseph L. Peyser Endow-
ment for the Study of New France.

For more information, funding ap-
plication forms or to make a tax-deduct-

ible contribution, please contact:
Dr. José António Brandão, Chair, The 

Joseph L Peyser Endowment for the Study 
of New France, Department of  
History, 4301 Friedmann Hall, Western 

Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI  
49008-5413, Phone: (269) 387-4645, or  

email: jose.brandao@wmich.edu.
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