
   
HIST-3613, CRN xxxxx, Spring 20xx                                                                                          [Time of day; Room]  
Prof. Marion (Buddy) Gray, 4416 Friedman Hall                      Off Hrs. T. 5:00-6:00; W. 11:00-12:00; F. 12:00-1:00 
 

Absolutism & Revolution: Europe 1650-1815 
 

 BOOKS AND READINGS 
REQUIRED 

Winks, Robin W. and Thomas E. Kaiser. Europe from the Old Regime to the Age of Revolution 1648-
1815 New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004. ISBN 978-0-19-515446-7 

Lessing, Gotthold Ephraim. Nathan the Wise (1779) Translated by Ronald Schechter. Boston and New 
York: Bedford St. Martin, 2004. ISBN 0-312-44243-2  (Other editions, including e-books, 
possible.) 

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques. On the Social Contract (1761). Translated by G. D. Cole. Barnes & Noble, 2005. 
ISBN: 9780760770214 (Other editions, including e-books, possible.) 

 
Other readings available electronically. See individual assignments as posted on course e-learning 

website. 
 

RECOMMENDED 
Hacker, Diana and Nancy Sommers, A Pocket Style Manual. 6th ed. Boston and New York: Bedford St. 

Martin, 2012. ISBN 978-0-312-54254-2* 
Rampolla, Mary Lynn. A Pocket Guide to Writing History.7th ed. Boston and New York: Bedford St. 

Martin, 2012. ISBN 978-0-312-61041-8*  
 
 COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

1. Reading, preparation to discuss assigned material, and participation in class are essential 
requirements. In-class participation will be an informal factor in grading.  

2. Attendance is required. A major part of the learning experience in this course occurs in class 
sessions. Three absences will be allowed for emergencies such as illness, accidents or illness of 
family members. Absences in excess of three will affect your final grade. Every absence above 
three will lower your final grade by 2%. This is designed as a means of relating the grade to the 
learning experience. Attendance will be taken. 

        3.  Short weekly essays, written out of class and based on the relevant assigned reading will be due 
in class on Tuesdays. Collectively they will be worth 25% of your grade. The lowest grade 
weekly of the essays will be dropped.  

4. Two essays written out of class and based primarily on previously assigned material. You will 
select your own topic, and I will consult with you. Guidelines are found at the end of the syllabus. 
The essays should be 1,000-1,500 words (four to six pages) in length, typed, double-spaced. Each 
will constitute 15% of the final grade. Paper proposals, due in advance of the papers constitute 
10% of the final grade. 

5.   In-class map quizzes. The average of the map quizzes will constitute 15% of the final grade. 

6.   A final paper (2,000-2,500 words) will be due on the day scheduled for the final exam. The papers 
will be discussed during the scheduled final exam period. It will constitute the final examination. 
The final paper is worth 20% of the final grade. 

7.   Instructor letters. The letters will not be graded, but failure to turn one in will deduct one point 
from the final average; failure to turn in two will deduct two points. See p. 4 of syllabus. 
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WRITING INTENSIVE COURSE 
This is a Writing Intensive Course in the History Major and History Minor curriculum. It has a 
prerequisite of HIST 2900, Introduction to the Study of History or consent of the instructor or Director of 
Undergraduate Studies. In order to succeed in the course, you will need to be able to use chronology and 
historical context as factors of analysis. You will need to understand how to use primary and secondary 
sources. You will need to have writing skills appropriate for a writing intensive course, including 
knowing how to properly document and cite sources according to the Chicago Manual of Style. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
1. Students will enhance their understanding of the profound changes that Europe experienced in the 

era between the end of the Thirty Years War and the end of the French Revolution.  
2. Students’ will improve their ability to use chronology and historical context as interpretive tools. 
3. Students’ enhance their familiarity with the varieties of sources historians employ in the study of 

history. 
4. Students will improve their oral and written communication skills. 
5. Students gain an appreciation for the ways in which the contemporary world has roots in the 

culture, society, politics, ideologies, and gender systems of early modern Europe. 
6. Students’ gain knowledge of the ways in which the industrial revolution, the Enlightenment, and 

the French Revolution changed Europe and the world. 
 

CALENDAR OF ASSIGNMENTS 
 

I. Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century Society, Politics, and Culture 
 

Week 1. Divine Right Monarchy 
1. Winks & Kaiser, 2-36. 
2. John Milton, Second Defense of the People of England (1754). Available on-line. 

 
Week 2. Ideas and Society 

1. Winks & Kaiser, 36-55, 
2. Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (1651) Available on-line. 
3. William Blackstone, Commentaries on the Law of England (1765) e-book. 

 
Week 3. Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions 

1. Winks & Kaiser, 56-77. 
2. Carolyn Merchant, The Death of Nature: Women, Ecology, and the Scientific Revolution (San 

Francisco: Harper-Collins: 1980): Ch. 2, “Farm, Fen, and Forest,” 42-68. Available 
electronically. 

3. Richard G. Wilkinson, “The English Industrial Revolution,” in Donald Worster, ed., The Ends of 
the Earth: Perspectives on Modern Environmental History (New York: Cambridge University 
Press: 1988), 80-99. 
 

Week 4. Central and Eastern Europe 
1. Winks & Kaiser, 77-97. 
2. First Interpretive Essay Due. Will be discussed in class. 

 
II. The Enlightenment 

 
Week 5. Enlightenment Ideas and Practices: 

1. Winks & Kaiser, 99-120. 
2. Emanuel Kant, What is Enlightenment? (1784) e-book. 
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3. Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations (1776) e-book. 
 
Week 6. Religion and Tolerance 

1. Lessing, Nathan the Wise (1779). 
2. Lessing, Nathan the Wise. 

 
Week 7. Paths to Enlightenment 

1. Theodor Gottlieb von Hippel, On Improving the Status of Women (1792) electronically available. 
2. David Blackbourn, “’Conquests from Barbarism’: Taming Nature in Frederick The Great’s 

Prussia,” in Christoph Mauch, ed., Nature in German History (New York: Berghahn Books, 
2004), 10-30. On electronic reserve. 

 
Week 8. The Government and the Governed. 

1. Rousseau, Social Contract (1761). 
2. Selections from Rousseau Emile (1762), e-book. 
 
Week 9.  Race and the Enlightenment 
1. Abbé Raynal, Selections from the Philsophical and Political History of the Settlements and Trade 

of the Europeans in the East and West Indes (1770).  Available electronically. 
2. Thomas Jefferson, Selections from Notes on the State of Virginia (1781-82). Available 

electronically. 
3. Second Interpretive Essay Due. Will be discussed in class. 

 
 

III. The French Revolution 
 
Week 10. Chronology of the French Revolution:  

1. Winks & Kaiser, 138-166 
2. Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen (1791). Available electronically. 

 
Week 11 Who Made the Revolution? With What Result? 

1. Darlene Gay Levy and Harriet B. Applewhite, “Women and Militant Citizenship in 
Revolutionary Paris, in Sara E. Metzler and Leslie W. Rabine, Rebel Daughters: Women and the 
French Revolution. New York: Oxford University Press, 1992. 

2. George Rudé,  The Crowd in the French Revolution (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1967), Ch. 
XII: “The Composition of Revolutionary Crowds,” 178-190. 

 
Week 12 Feminist Thought and the Revolution 

1. Joan Scott, Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists and the Rights of Man (Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press: 1996), ch. 2, “The Uses of Imagination: Olympe de Gouges in the 
French Revolution,” 19-57.  Available electronically. 

2. Olympe de Gouges, “Declaration of the Rights of Woman and Female Citizen” (1791) Available 
electronically. 
 

Week 13. Napoleon: Culmination of the Revolution or Return to Monarchy?  
1. Winks & Kaiser, 166-184. 
2. The Napoleonic Code (1804). Available electronically. 

 
Week 14: The Napoleonic Empire and the Reshaping of Europe 

1. David Blackbourn, The Long Nineteenth Century: A History of Germany 1780-1918 (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1998), ch. 1: “In the Shadow of France,” 45-90. 
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2. Readings on the Agrarian Reforms in Prussia (1808). Available electronically 
 

 
Final Exam. Final Interpretative Essay due. Class will meet to discuss papers. This constitutes the 

final examination. Attendance taken as usual. 
 

Academic Integrity 
A fundamental principle of university life is academic integrity. A university is “a purposeful community 
. . . a place where faculty and students share academic goals and work together to strengthen teaching and 
learning on the campus.” (WMU Student Code) This requires that every individual does his or her own 
work and that graded work is based on one’s own knowledge and skills. Academic dishonesty will not be 
tolerated. Any evidence of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. The 
following constitute academic misconduct: cheating, fabrication, falsification, forgery, plagiarism, 
complicity, and computer misuse. Familiarize yourself with the definitions of these terms as used in the 
Student Code. See the Office of Student Conduct website: http://www.wmich.edu/conduct/, especially the 
pages under “Academic Honesty.” 

 
Grading Scale 

94-100%= A (exceptional)   74-76% = C (satisfactory 
88-93%= BA (excellent)   67-73% = DC (acceptable) 
84-87% = B (very good)   64-66% = D (poor) 
77-83% = CB (good)    below 63% = E (failing) 
 

Course Website, On-Line Assignments, and E-Mail 
It is your responsibility to check your WMU e-mail account and the course website (e-learning) regularly 
and open e-mails from me. Assignments for specific sessions will be posted on the website before the 
previous class meeting. You are required to use your WMU e-mail account for all university 
correspondence. E-Mail is a professional form of communication. Please use complete sentences and 
correct spelling. To be professional, use a salutation in your e-mail correspondence. 
 

Religious Observances Policy 
I respect the university policy on religious holidays. It is your responsibility to make arrangements with 
me in advance of any planned religious holidays. Approach me expeditiously and with sufficient notice 
and we will discuss alternative assignment options. Religious observance does not relieve you of course 
responsibilities.  
 

Academic Accommodation for Persons with Disabilities 
In compliance with, and in the spirit of, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), I would like to work 
with you if you have a disability that is relevant to your work in this course. If you have a documented 
disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact me as soon as possible. You 
should contact the Office of Disability Services for Students at 269-387-2116 
http://www.wmich.edu/disabilityservices. 
 

Instructor and Course Evaluation System (ICES) 
Near the end of the term you will be contacted by the Office of Institutional Effectiveness and asked to 
complete an evaluation form for this course Please do so. The form will be made available through 
GoWMU. 
  

Instructor Letters 
Twice during the semester (Dates to be inserted) instructor letters are due. This is your opportunity to 
communicate with me about any topic that you wish to discuss. The instructor letters will not be graded. 
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The only requirement is that you turn one in by the dates indicated. In your own words, evaluate the class 
and tell me your concerns. 
 

Maintaining Your Own Records 
It is your responsibility to keep and store carefully all graded material returned to you. In case you have 
questions about a grade, it will be necessary to bring in the material. Without this, questions cannot be 
considered. 
 

The Classroom: A Place for Learning 
Please respect your fellow students and your instructor by refraining from all distracting activity in class, 
including talking (except during class discussions), using cell phones, texing, and reading material 
unrelated to this course. Arrive by the beginning of class and do not leave before class is over.  
 

Guidelines for Out-Of-Class Essays 
 

A. General criteria for historical writing 
1. Development of an argument or interpretation. Good history does not merely tell "what 

happened." It interprets events of the past. Given the nature of your assignments, writing 
interpretive essays will not be difficult, but be sure that you convey clearly the argument or 
interpretation you wish to make. Do this by developing a descriptive title, a clear thesis-sentence 
in an opening paragraph, and a conclusion. (25%) 

 
2. Substantiation of your argument with historical data. While interpretation is the ultimate goal, 

every interpretation of a historical subject is meaningful only if it rests on concrete evidence. In 
writing history it is important to demonstrate your evidence, not only to support your argument, 
but also because the details of human activities give history its interest and bring readers into the 
historical situation. Merely restating the conclusions of historians is not a good way to 
substantiate your argument. Using the data from other historians’ work, however, can contribute 
substantially to your interpretation. The use of primary sources is also important. It is essential to 
identify your sources of information. (25%) 

 
3. Utilizing historical perspective. History is characterized by attention to change over time. 

Historians deal with all facets of human experience including economics, culture, religion, 
politics and social customs, but they always focus on how the issues they are investigating are 
shaped by the particular historical context. For example, historians know that they cannot explain 
the division of labor by gender in seventeenth-century Europe without particular attention to 
cultural, legal, political, religious and social factors unique to the pre-modern era. Historians 
avoid judging historical situations by standards belonging to an era different from the one they 
are investigating. One would not, for example, judge a pre-industrial European practice on the 
grounds that it was undemocratic, since only by the eighteenth century did Europeans begin to 
value and strive for democratic institutions. (25%) 

 
4. Clear communication. Use a precise, grammatical, well-organized writing style. Write your 

paper before the deadline so that you can revise, revise, revise. Write multiple drafts in order to 
make your paper readable and to make it say what you intend.  (25%) 

 
 

B. Techniques to use in these assignments. 
1. Choice of topics. Essays are to be based primarily on assigned reading material and discussions. 

They are not research papers in which the object is to uncover new information. The essays 
should give you the opportunity to draw your own informed conclusion on a topic that personally 
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interests you. 
 
2. Using non-assigned material. 

 
a. If, in order to substantiate your argument, you find that you need data not found in assigned 

readings, it is legitimate to use library resources. However, youre major inquiry question should 
come from material you have read and discussed. Be extremely careful of sources found on the 
World Wide Web. Be aware of the distinction between sources on the web and sources accessed 
electronically through a scholarly library. If you do use sources from the web, examine their 
origin and use them only if you can verify their reliability. Document them carefully, and add a 
sentence to your bibliographical entry explaining why you find them reliable. 

 
b. One of your three essays may be on a topic not specifically covered in the syllabus, although it 

should be within the confines of the geographical and chronological material discussed during 
the unit of study. This will allow class members to pursue their own interests and will broaden 
the scope of the course. All topics of this type must be discussed with me prior to the writing of 
the paper. 

 
3. Documenting sources. Footnotes and bibliography are required. It is essential that you identify 

the sources of your information in order to convey your method of utilizing information and to 
avoid the fact or appearance of plagiarism. Give complete bibliographical information.  
 

4. Print your name at the end of the paper, not on a title page. Print a word count on the paper. 
The first two essays should be 1000-1500 words (four to six pages) in length.  The final essay 
should be 2,500-3,000 words. 

 
5. The final essay should be built around a theme that transcends the last part of the course in order 

to demonstrate change over time during the long nineteenth century. Such themes might include 
citizenship, the nation state, work, gender, or technology. 


