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The Carl and Winifred Lee Honors College 
Study in the States Application 

Summer I and II 2015 
 

Application Deadline: February 2, 2015 
Notification of Selections: February 16, 2015 

Commitment to Participate Form Deadline: March 16, 2015 

 
Complete course descriptions for each Study in the States course can be found at the bottom of this application. 

 
Please indicate the course(s) you wish to take. If you would like to be considered for more than one course, 
include a numerical ranking to indicate your course preferences (1 = most desired).  
 
Please note that the honors college pays for all travel expenses, but you will be required to pay tuition for the 
course. You will also be required to complete a commitment to participate form by the deadline shown above. If 
you withdraw from the course after the commitment deadline, your student account will be charged a $500 fee. 
 
Applicants must meet the following criteria: 

 You must be a full-time WMU undergraduate and a member of the Lee Honors College. 

 You must be in good standing with the University and the Lee Honors College in all areas. 
 
 
2015 STUDY IN THE STATES COURSES: 

 HNRS 2900:  The Texas Tour: A Corporate, Cultural, and Service Learning Venture Deep in the Heart of Texas,  
                             Summer I 2015, May 2-9, 2015 
 HNRS 2900:  Garbage in Gotham: What Makes the Big Apple Sustainable?, Summer I 2015, May 7 – 16, 2015 
 HNRS 2900:  Adventure at AirVentures, Oshkosh, Summer II 2015, July 19-26, 2015 
 HNRS 2900:  The Disney Pilgrimage, Summer II 2015, July 7-15, 2015

 



Revised December 12 2014 

Study in the States 2015 Application 
 

 
Name         WIN  

  
WMU Email           Cell Phone   

 
Major(s)  

      
Minor(s)  

 
Expected graduation (term and year)  
 
Current WMU GPA 
 
Statement of Purpose: 
Please include a short (1-2 page) discussion of why you are interested in completing this course. How does 
it fit into your curriculum, career plans and/or personal interests? If you are applying for more than one 
course, please include a separate discussion for each course. 

 
NOTE:  Applications should be submitted as a single PDF to: honr-forms@wmich.edu 
Incomplete and late applications WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED unless you have prior written 
approval from the dean or associate dean of the honors college. 
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
Derrick McIver, Management 
May 2-9, 2015 
The Texas Tour: A Corporate, Culture, and Service Learning Venture Deep in the Heart of Texas 
This course satisfies General Education Area V: Social and Behavioral Sciences. 
This Study in the States course is an excellent opportunity to study business and culture in one of 
the most interesting, fastest growing and important urban triangles in the United States. The trip 
includes visits to San Antonio, Austin and Houston. Students will have the opportunity to develop 
an understanding of Texas Culture as they explore Texas communities as well as visit different 
organizations and groups working to foster economic development including organizations in the 
energy and technology industries. The course will also include service learning and personal 
development components as students will have the chance to participate in several service 
learning projects for the benefit of different community organizations in Texas which will help 
them understand themselves, teams and teamwork while being exposed to many of the 
challenges in urban areas in Texas. This course provides students the opportunity to think critically 
regarding economic development, business issues, history and social life in Texas.  

 
Sarah Hill, Anthropology & Environmental and Sustainability Studies 
May 7-16, 2015. 
Garbage in Gotham: What Makes the Big Apple Sustainable? 
This course satisfies General Education Area VII: Natural Science and Technology: Applications and 
Implications. 
New York City offers a fascinating glimpse of ecological mess and ingenuity: over the 20th century, 
the city transformed dumps into airports, built bridges atop garbage, and most recently, began 
turning the world’s largest landfill into the largest city park. From the 1930s through the 1940s, 
New York created thousands of acres of new land by using the city’s wastes to fill shallow 
waterways, expand harbor islands and close gaps between barrier islands and the mainland shore. 
This course will explore the history and future of New York’s resolutions to its never-ending 
challenge of garbage. To get a hands-on-feel for what New Yorkers threw away in the earlier 
decades of the 20th century, we will start off with archaeology and material culture study in 
Michigan and upstate New York, including a day of service excavating a farm midden in the Finger 
Lakes National Forest. Then we’ll journey to New York where we will beachcomb for midcentury 
bottles at Dead Horse Bay, see the only vacuum garbage removal system in North America, tour an 
incinerator and climb Freshkills, the world’s largest landfill. We’ll document our adventures with 
multi-media projects to share what we learn about history, ecology, public policy and the most 
basic elements of urban life itself: what do to with the waste.  

 
Christopher Tremblay, Enrollment Management 
July 7-15, 2015 
The Disney Pilgrimage 
This course satisfies General Education Area III: United States: Cultures and Issues. 
This unique, biographical road trip will take you from the birth to the death of the famous Walt 
Disney. This experience is a historical journey about the 60-year life of an individual who left his 
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mark on America in so many ways. The trip will start with Walt’s birthplace in Chicago and will end 
at his gravesite in California, thus taking us cross-country to all of the significant places in Walt’s 
life. Existing museums and buildings bearing Walt’s name will be a part of this one-of-a-kind, 
nationwide tour. Over the course of 9 days, nearly 40 destinations with a connection to Walt will 
be visited, in as much chronological order as possible. We will interact with as many Disney 
historians along the way. This trip will offer an exclusive perspective on Disney, beyond what most 
of us probably know from our own personal, prior experiences related to Disney. Get ready to step 
inside the wonderful world of Disney. This is no zip-a-dee-doo-dah trip; it will be intense and 
rigorous.

 
Terry Michmerhuizen, Aviation 
July 19-26, 2015 
Adventure at AirVentures  
This course satisfies General Education Area VII: Natural Science and Technology: Applications and 
Implications. 
This is a three credit hour course that starts by reviewing the history and the growth of aviation in 
general, and the Experimental Aircraft Association specifically. The course will culminate with a 
one-week trip to Oshkosh, WI to experience the annual EAA AirVenture. The class will meet for six 
hours the week prior to the trip. During this time students will develop an appreciation for the size 
and scope of this event. A review of the AirVenture website will be required to select a minimum 
of 15 educational sessions to attend at the event. Each student will document their adventure at 
AirVenture in a report submitted to the instructor the week after they return from Oshkosh. A final 
presentation will also be required and it will be open to Lee Honors College and College of Aviation 
faculty and staff.  
 

The course is open to all students in the honors college, but preference will be given to those 
students who are in the College of Aviation. Any student who has attended AirVenture previously 
will be placed at the end of the candidate list.  
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