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Information and Course Descriptions 

 

The Lee Honors College reserves the right to add or to delete courses from its offerings and to change the meeting times, locations and 

instructors. We recommend that you verify days, times, room numbers, and buildings of your honors courses before attending class. 

 

 

 

 

*****PRIORITY REGISTRATION BEGINS FEBRUARY 9 ***** 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Course Offerings 

 

Summer I 

Gen Ed CRN Course Title Type Days Time Instructor Location CR 

x 21946 ART 5000 Book Arts in Venice Mixed 

 

May 11-July 1 Abshear Venice 3 

5 *** 

HNRS 

2900 

The Texas Tour: A Corporate, 

Cultural and Service Learning 

Venture Deep in the Heart of 

Texas Honors  May 2-9 

Derrick 

McIver Texas 3 

7 *** 

HNRS 

2900 Garbage in Gotham Honors  May 7-16 Sarah Hill 

Michigan and New 

York  

x *** 

HNRS 

3990 Field Experience Honors 

    

3 

x *** 

HNRS 

4950 Individual Study Honors 

    

3 

x *** 

HNRS 

4990 Honors College Thesis Honors 

    

3 

 

*** Because the cost of this trip is covered by the LHC, the Study in the States application must be submitted in order to be considered for the class.  

You will still be responsible for the tuition of the course. You’ll find the application on the LHC website. 

 

Summer II 

Gen Ed CRN Course Title Type Days Time Instructor Location CR 

3 *** HNRS 2900 The Disney Pilgrimage Honors  July 7-15 

Christopher 

Tremblay 

Chicago to 

California 3 

7 *** HNRS 2900 Adventure at AirVenture Honors  July 19-26 

Terry 

Michmerhuizen 

Oshkosh, 

Wisconsin 3 

 *** HNRS 2900 

Public Archeology in the 

Hiawatha National Forest Honors  

July 27 – August 

14 

LouAnn Wurst 

and Mark 

Hoock 

Hiawatha National 

Forest 3 

x *** HNRS 3990 Field Experience Honors     3 

x *** HNRS 4950 Individual Study Honors     3 

x *** HNRS 4990 Honors College Thesis Honors     3 

 

*** Because the cost of this trip is covered by the LHC, the Study in the States application must be submitted in order to be considered for the class.  

You will still be responsible for the tuition of the course. You’ll find the application on the LHC website. 

 

The Lee Honors College reserves the right to add or to delete courses from its offerings and to change the meeting times, locations and instructors. We recommend that 

you verify days, times, room numbers, and buildings of your honors courses before attending class. 



Course Descriptions 

Summer I Offerings 

 

ART 5000: Book Arts in Venice $          Jeff Abshear 

21740 May 16 – June 06, 2014           3 credit hours 

Venice, Italy and the surrounding region have long been known as a center for education, art, and the production of books. During the incunabulum 

period of book printing Venice, because of its economic prosperity, it's relative freedom as an early republic, and its central location on the trade route, 

was a key player in European book publication, being the home of important printers like Nicholas Jenson and Aldus Manutius. The art of Venice, 

including the work of Giorgione, Titian, and Tintoretto, is among the most important of Italian Renaissance art. Some of the oldest universities in Europe 

and the world are located in Venice, Padua, and Verona. In this study abroad program we will visit these locations to see the art, visit historic libraries, 

work in printing and typography studios to create a collaborative project, and learn about the history of book arts in Venice. 

HNRS 2900:  The Texas Tour: A Corporate, Cultural, and Service Learning Venture Deep in the Heart of Texas*** Derrick McIver                                                                                                                                                                                   

May 2-9, 2015             3 credit hours   

*** Note: Because the cost of this trip is covered by the LHC, the Study in the States application must be submitted in order to be considered for the class.  You will still be 

responsible for the tuition of the course. You’ll find the application on the LHC website. 

This course satisfies General Education AreaV : Social and Behavioral Sciences 

This Study in the States course is an excellent opportunity to study business and culture in one of the most interesting, fastest growing and important 

urban triangles in the United States. The trip includes visits to San Antonio, Austin, and Houston. Students will have the opportunity to develop an 

understanding of Texas Culture  as they explore Texas communities as well as visit different organizations and groups working to foster economic 

development including organizations in the energy and technology industries. The course will also include service learning and personnel development 

components as students will have the chance to participate in several service learning projects for the benefit of different community organizations in 

Texas which will help them understand themselves, teams and teamwork while being exposed to many of the challenges in urban areas in Texas. This 

course provides students the opportunity to think critically regarding economic development, business issues, history and social life in Texas. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HNRS 2900: Garbage in Gotham***         Sarah Hill 

May 7-16, 2015            3 credit hours 

*** Note: Because the cost of this trip is covered by the LHC, the Study in the States application must be submitted in order to be considered for the class.  You will still be 

responsible for the tuition of the course. You’ll find the application on the LHC website. 

This course satisfies General Education Area VII: Natural Science and Technology: Applications and Implications 

New York City offers a fascinating glimpse of ecological mess and ingenuity: over the 20th century, the city transformed dumps into airports, built bridges 

atop garbage, and most recently, began turning the world’s largest landfill into the largest city park.  From the 1930s through the 1940s, New York created 

thousands of acres of new land by using the city’s wastes to fill shallow waterways, expand harbor islands and close gaps between barrier islands and the 

mainland shore.  This course will explore the history and future of New York’s resolutions to its never-ending challenge of feeding itself, clearing itself of 

wastes, and creating new real estate for non-stop development.  To get a hands-on-feel for what New Yorkers threw away in the earlier decades of the 20th 

century, we will start off with archaeology and material culture study in Michigan. Then we’ll journey to New York where we will beachcomb for 

midcentury bottles at Dead Horse Bay, see the only vacuum garbage removal system in North America, tour an incinerator, meet with Freegans 

(dumpster divers who feed themselves on discarded food) and climb Freshkills, the world’s largest landfill.  We’ll also paddle the Meadowlands, one of 

the largest wetlands in North America, and visit one of the largest paper recycling plants in the world.  We’ll document our adventures with multi-media 

projects to share what we learn about history, ecology, public policy and the most basic elements of urban life itself. 

 
HNRS 3990: Field Experience Practicum        3 credit hours 

For course registration, complete the Agreement Form available on the LHC website and turn it in to your academic advisor at the Lee Honors College. 

HNRS 4950: Individual Study         3 credit hours 

For course registration, complete the Agreement Form available on the LHC website and turn it in to your academic advisor at the Lee Honors College.

HNRS 4990: Honors College Thesis         3 credit hours 

For course registration, complete the Agreement Form available on the LHC website and turn it in to your academic advisor at the Lee Honors College. 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer II Offerings 

 
HNRS 2900:  The Disney Pilgrimage: A Journey in the Life of Walter Elias Disney   Christopher Tremblay 

July 7-15            3 credit hours 

*** Note: Because the cost of this trip is covered by the LHC, the Study in the States application must be submitted in order to be considered for the class.  You will still be 

responsible for the tuition of the course. You’ll find the application on the LHC website. 

This course satisfies General Education Area III: United States: Cultures and Issues. 

This unique, biographical road trip will take you from birth to death of the famous Walt Disney.  This historical journey will include most of the 

significant places in Walt's life, including Chicago (IL), Marceline (MO), Kansas City (MO), San Francisco (CA), and the Los Angeles area (CA).  Nearly 40 

destinations with a connection to Walt will be visited in as much chronological order as possible.  This experience will include stops at 2 official Disney 

museums and Disneyland.  We will learn about Walt's struggles, risks and successes through the lens of his impact on American history and culture. This 

trip offers an exclusive perspective on Disney beyond what most of us know from our own personal Disney experiences. 

 
HNRS 2900: Adventure at EAA AirVenture         Terry Michmerhuizen 

 July 19-26, 2015           3 credit hours 

*** Note: Because the cost of this trip is covered by the LHC, the Study in the States application must be submitted in order to be considered for the class.  You will still be 

responsible for the tuition of the course. You’ll find the application on the LHC website. 

This course satisfies General Education Area VII: Natural Science and Technology: Applications and Implications.  

A three credit hour course that starts by reviewing the history and the growth of aviation in general, and the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) 

specifically.  The course will culminate with a five day trip to Oshkosh, WI to experience the annual EAA AirVenture. The class will meet for six hours the 

week prior to the trip. During this time students will develop an appreciation for the size and scope of this event. A review of the AirVenture website will 

be required to select a minimum of 15 educational sessions to attend at the event.  Each student will document their adventure at AirVenture in a report 

submitted to the instructor the week after they return from AirVenture.  A final presentation will also be required and it will be open to LHC and College 

of Aviation faculty and staff.   

HNRS 2900: Public Archaeology in the Hiawatha National Forest     LouAnn Wurst and Mark Hoock 

July 27 – August 4, 2015           3 credit hours 

Students will learn the basics of field methods as they engage in a public archaeology project in partnership with the Hiawatha National Forest. Our work 

will focus on Coalwood, a cord wood lumber camp, located near Munising, Michigan, that operated from 1900-1912.  This camp housed as many as 217 

workers who lived there with their families, and the site contains a wide array of domestic artifacts.  The site has also been heavily looted over the past 

few decades.  Pits pock mark the ground surface and artifacts are scattered everywhere; the site appears in places like a moonscape.  This summer we will 

begin a Passports in Time program, where students will work with volunteers to document the extent of the looter’s damage and evaluate the remaining 

site integrity and research potential. 

HNRS 3990: Field Experience Practicum        3 credit hours 

For course registration, complete the Agreement Form available on the LHC website and turn it in to your academic advisor at the Lee Honors College.

HNRS 4950: Individual Study         3 credit hours 

For course registration, complete the Agreement Form available on the LHC website and turn it in to your academic advisor at the Lee Honors College.

 
 



 
HNRS 4990: Honors College Thesis         3 credit hours 

For course registration, complete the Agreement Form available on the LHC website and turn it to your academic advisor at the Lee Honors College

 
 

WMU Summer I & II Study Abroad Programs 

Please go to the International Studies website at http://www.wmich.edu/studyabroad for information on any additional courses that may be available. 

 

http://www.wmich.edu/studyabroad

