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Department of Blindness and Low Vision Studies 

John E. Crews, D.P.A., (Master of Arts in Blind Rehabilitation ’77) 

 

Dr. John Crews has almost 40 years of experience in vision rehabilitation, 
disability and vision research. While managing a rehabilitation program for older 
adults with visual impairments, he completed a Doctor of Public Administration 
degree at WMU in 1990. He went on to serve in a variety of research, teaching, 
clinical and administrative positions before joining the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention in Atlanta, Ga. in 1998. Since 2009, he has served as a 
health scientist with the center’s Vision Health Initiative in the Division of 
Diabetes Translation. 
 

 

Bronson School of Nursing 

Imelda Reyes, D.N.P. (Bachelor of Science in Nursing ’99) 

 

The year Dr. Imelda Reyes earned her Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree, she 
was honored as WMU’s Student Employee of the Year. She went on to earn a 
master’s degree in public health in 2001 and then entered the U. S. Navy as an 
officer, serving as a health care administrator for five years—including her final 
command as the Chief Financial Officer for Naval Hospital Cherry Point in North 
Carolina—and earning commendation medals in 2004 and 2006. Currently, she 
serves as assistant professor and coordinator of the highly ranked pediatric nurse 
practitioner program at Emory University. 

 
 

Integrative Holistic Health and Wellness Program  

Jane Vernon, M.A. (Graduate Certificate ’06) 

 

Jane Vernon has spent almost 40 years in the area of human potential in secular, 
religious and spiritual settings. Prior to moving to Kalamazoo and earning her 
graduate certificate in holistic health, Vernon attended other universities, 
receiving a bachelor’s degree in education, a master’s in classroom teaching, and 
certification in gifted education. She is a Veriditas Certified Labyrinth Facilitator 
and creates opportunities for the community and individuals of all ages to 
experience the labyrinth as a tool for healing and wholeness. 
 
 
 

Interdisciplinary Health Sciences, Ph.D. 

Amy L. Freeland, Ph.D. (Ph.D., Interdisciplinary Health Sciences ’09) 
 

Dr. Amy Freeland is a lieutenant commander with the United States Public 
Health Service and an epidemiologist and senior research scientist officer with 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Vessel Sanitation Program. 
In that role, she serves as the program’s sole epidemiologist and subject matter 
expert on cruise ship enteric disease outbreaks, and her duties include con-
ducting epidemiologic investigations and crafting public health recommend-
dations for outbreak management and control to reduce disease transmission.



Bachelor of Science, Interdisciplinary Health Services: 

Israil Ali, M.P.A. (Bachelor of Science, Interdisciplinary Health Services ’03)  

 

After earning his bachelor’s degree Israil Ali went on to earn a master’s degree in 
public affairs and administration from Western in 2006. A year later, he joined the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services as a budget analyst and was soon 
selected for the Emerging Leaders Program, a competitive, two-year fellowship. 
Since 2012, Ali has been the supervisory public health analyst/branch chief with the 
Health Resources and Services Administration/Bureau of Clinician and  
Recruitment and Service with health and human services. 

 
Department of Occupational Therapy 

                            Cynthia M. Bournazos, Ph.D. (Bachelor of Science, Occupational Therapy ’73)  
 

Dr. Cynthia Bournazos is a senior-level health care provider consultant with 
extensive experience in analytics, organizational redesign and process 
optimization. She is passionate about improving the information available to 
providers to effect change that drives improved quality, greater efficiency and 
improved outcomes. Currently, Bournazos is an executive partner with the 
Advisory Board Company - Crimson in Washington, DC, where she serves as a 
strategic thought partner and content matter expert to non-profit and for-profit 
health systems on various issues.   

 
School of Social Work 

Julie E. Shroyer, M.S.W. (Bachelor of Social Work ’87)  

 

While earning her master’s degree in social work in 1989, Julie Shroyer was selected as 
the first University of Michigan Wilbur Cohen Human Service Intern and spent a 
semester working for what is now called the American Public Human Services 
Association. That was the start of her successful, influential career working on national 
policy in the U.S. Capitol, first as a staff member with the House Select Committee on 
Children, Youth, and Families. Shroyer is currently senior policy advisor and share-
holder with the Polsinelli Public Policy Group, a Washington, D.C. law firm that ranks 
as the nation’s second largest health care practice. 

 
Specialty Program in Alcohol and Drug Abuse: 

Bradley A. Finegood, M.A., LMHC (Graduate Certificate ’05)  

 

Bradley Finegood earned his Master of Arts in counselor education psychology and 
graduate certificate in addiction studies concurrently from WMU in 2005. Since 
then, he has served continuously as a consultant and grant reviewer for the 
Substance Abuse Mental Health Service Administration/Bureau of Justice 
Assistance in Washington D.C. He is now the assistant division director and 
substance abuse prevention and treatment coordinator with Washington’s King 
County Mental Health, Chemical Abuse and Dependency Services Division and  

                               was recently named chair of Washington’s Behavioral Health Task Force.  
 

 

 



Department of Speech Pathology and Audiology  

Gyl A. Kasewurm, Au.D. (Master of Arts, Speech-Language Pathology ’83) 

 
Dr. Gyl Kasewurm started Professional Hearing Services in Saint Joseph, Mich. in 
1983 immediately following graduation from WMU with a master's degree. She 
then went on to earn her Doctor of Audiology degree from Central Michigan 
University. Her business, which ranks in the top one percent of audiology practices 
in the country, is renowned for exceptional patient care and customer service and 
was featured on a PBS documentary sponsored by the Better Hearing Institute in 
2006. In 2012, Kasewurm opened a mobile audiology center, the Hearing Bus, to bring  
services to underserved rural communities on a weekly basis. 


