
What is Starting Gate? 

Starting Gate is a student startup business accelerator that gives 
students rich and valuable resources to develop their startup 
companies. Located in the Business Technology and Research 
(BTR) Park and operated by the Haworth College of Business 
Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation in partnership with 
the WMU Office of Community Outreach, the accelerator is open 
to all WMU students through a competitive application process in 
which students must demonstrate a promising idea for a product 
or service, which can be launched within a short period of time. 
Starting Gate provides a fast-track to business launch.

Resources and Benefits

Open 24 hours per day, the mentor-based accelerator offers an 
array of resources and just the right amount of structure for these 
highly motivated and creative students. 

Student entrepreneurs: 

•  Participate in regular update nights to help define the scope 
of their companies, adjusting business models and plans and 
gaining feedback.

•  Interact with several key mentors, including faculty members, 
successful entrepreneurs from the local community, investors 
and experts in areas of interest such as commercial law, venture 
capital and others.

•  Have access to the full complement of resources available 
through WMU, such as the Small Business and Technology 
Development Center, WMU Business Connection, Haworth 
College of Business experts and WMU faculty expertise from 
across campus.

•  Develop a robust network of contacts and connections within the 
local business community to aid in the success of their ventures.
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Events

Mentor Day
•  Student teams will be matched with mentors with various areas of expertise.

Technology Day
•  Students will spend the day learning about technology and innovations from 

successful local and global companies that could support or complement 
their startup companies.

Demo Day
•  Prototypes and business concepts from the student teams will be 

demonstrated to members of university and business communities.

Media Day
•  Student teams will present their ideas to local media outlets.

Investor Day
•  Student entrepreneurs will make formal presentations about their businesses 

to members of the investor community to receive feedback and, possibly, 
future funding.

And They’re Off … 

Companies currently in Starting Gate

FindersKeepers
FindersKeepers is a phone app that enables travelers to find places and 
events that pertain to their interests and personality. The app uses personality 
data to categorize users in four categories: Adventurer, Thinker, Partier and 
Conservative. Once a user’s traveling personality is identified and a trip is 
planned, users receive a suggested itinerary full of relevant activities.

Fish Ninja Labs 
Fish Ninja Labs builds innovative products using technology to enhance the 
aquarium experience. The company’s first product will be a total aquarium 
management system that provides the ability to greatly reduce tank 
maintenance, worry and guesswork through automation.

Kitty Ninja
Kitty Ninja is a unique toy that amuses and captivates even the most fickle 
cats, letting them play on their own schedule. It includes a soft, freely spinning 
roller with dangling ribbons that cats endlessly chase and attack—modeled 
after that forbidden roll of toilet paper cats love to unravel.

RGroup 
RGroup is a phone app to regroup with your friends when you are out and 
about. It is perfect for music festivals, theme parks, the mall, or any large event 
where you need to stay in contact with your group. The fastest way back to 
friends is in your pocket with RGroup.

Xcheapskate
Xcheapskate is a personal price tracker that takes the stress out of bargain-
hunting, saving individuals time and money. The app uses geo-location to 
find the best prices on menu items from multiple restaurants within the user’s 
proximity.

Contacts:

Dr. Robert Landeros
Chair, Department of Management
Interim Director 
Haworth College of Business
Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation
(269) 387-5802

Bob Miller
Associate Vice President
WMU Office of Community Outreach
(269) 387-2073
 
wmu-startinggate@wmich.edu  

wmich.edu/startinggate

Our Race Track: Business
Technology and Research
Park—Initech Building
WMU’s Starting Gate is located 
in the Business Technology and 
Research Park, a high-tech business 
development that shares the 
University’s Parkview Campus.

The focus of the BTR Park is on the 
development of mutually beneficial 
relationships that involve resident 
businesses, the University and the 
Kalamazoo community.

Haworth
College of Business


