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PROPOSAL: Agreement between Guizhou University of Finance and Economics (GUFE, 

China) and Western Michigan University 
 
 
Background 
 
One of the three basic tenets of WMU’s Strategic Plan Gold Standard 2020 remains being 
globally engaged.  A specific strategy to promote global engagement is to provide international 
learning experiences that prepare all learners for the globalized world. 
 
An agreement first entered into April 2016 between GUFE and WMU promotes mutual 
cooperation and collaboration for the purpose of training international application-oriented 
talents, strengthening the exchanges of culture, science and technology between China and the 
U.S., promoting the development of the educational cause and economy of two countries and 
enhancing the academic communication between two universities.   
 
At the core of this agreement, WMU courses will account for more than one-third of the total 
courses and core courses for each program.  Current programs contemplated include the 
Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) in Accountancy, the BBA in Electronic Business 
Marketing and BBA in Finance.  These WMU courses will either be taught in China and/or here 
at WMU’s main campus.  WMU faculty will teach WMU’s courses.  Students of the Institute will 
be enrolled as WMU students either in a traditional 3+1 program where the last year is taught 
here.  Or, the students will be enrolled as WMU students and taught at GUFE’s site.  Both 
avenues will adhere to all current degree requirements and degree granting conditions of WMU 
for the Bachelor of Business Administration degree.  Higher Learning Commission (HLC) 
provisions will be followed and specific authorization from HLC will be sought as is appropriate. 
 
As the relationship with GUFE has evolved, there is now interest in establishing the GUFE-WMU 
Joint Institute.  This Institute is a collaborative effort.  It does not have legal person status in 
conformity with the Chinese Regulations on Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools.  
The Institute does require approval of the Chinese Ministry of Education and said approval is 
still pending. 
 
Due to the use of “WMU’ as part of the official name of the Institute, Board approval is being 
sought to move ahead with this collaborative effort and for the use of WMU’s name.  Articles of 
Association have been jointly developed by both GUFE and WMU to guide this collaborative 
effort and are attached.   
 



It should be noted that the duration for the Institute will be fourteen years once approved by 
all required parties.  Termination can occur if the permit is revoked, insolvency occurs, or with 
twelve- (12) month notice by either party 
 
 
Recommended Motion 
 
It is recommended the Board of Trustees approve the naming of the GUFE-WMU Joint Institute 
and authorize the treasurer and/or assistant treasurer to enact any necessary changes to the 
agreement, its addendums, or the Articles of Association to affect the establishment of the 
Institute. 
 
 


