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The Board of Trustees (BOT) Formal Session was called to order by Chair Miller at 11:10 AM on
Tuesdoy, October LL,2076. The meeting was held in the Heritage Hall Ballroom. Presiding were
Chair Miller, Vice Chair Rinvelt, and Trustees Asmonga-Kñâpp, Bolger, Hettinger, Johnston, and
Pickard.

A motion to accept the October 77, 2076 BOT agenda was made by Trustee Hettinger, with a
second from Trustee Bolger. The motion passed unanimously.

A motion to accept the minutes as exhibited from the Septem ber 7, 2076 BOT meeting was
made by Trustee Hettinger, with a second by Trustee Bolger. The motion passed unanimously.

Remarks by Chair Miller - Attachment A Remarks by President Dunn - Attachment B

Faculty Senate President S. Ayers, Western Student Association (WSA) President T. Fischmann,
and Graduate Student Association (GSA) President D. Chambers provided comments regarding
their respective areas and their ongoing activities and initiatives relating to shared governance,
promoting student involvement, and academic enrichment. See Attachment C for remarks by
President Ayers.

Dean M. Li of the College of Education and Human Development(CHED) presented to the BOT

regarding the ongoing collaborations and accomplishments involving cHED.

Trustee Johnston provided an update on the Presidential Search Process indicating the
Presidential Search Advisory Committee would be hosting discussion sessions to seek
stakeholder input regarding the presidential profile to be used for recruitment of candidates.

There was no indicated public interest in providing commentary regarding an Action ltem.

As Action ltems, Director D. Dakin from Facilities Management outlined the Wayfaring project
and presented a proposal for the BOT. A motion to accept Renaming the Wayfaring proiect
Street Name Changes was made by Trustee Hettinger, with a second by Trustee Asmonga-
Knapp. The motion passed unanimously.
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Director D. Dankin also proposed the State Capital Outlay Building Priorities. A motion to accept
the State Capital Outlay Building Priorities List was made by Trustee Hettinger, with a second
by Trustee Bolger. The motion passed unanimously.

A motion to approve the Consent ltems was made by Trustee Johnston, with a second by
Trustee Hettinger. The BOT unanimously approved the following Consent ltems as exhibited:
Gift Report, Grant Report; and Personnel Report.

ln General Public Comments, WMU-AAUP President L. Minnick shared remarks reflecting on the
passing of Mary A. Caine, distinguish former WMU educator and leader of WMU-AAUp.

The BOT meeting ended at L2:24PM following a motion to adjourn by Trustee Hettinger, a

second by Trustee Asmonga-Koâpp, and unanimous approval.

R lly submitted,

ß $[*'*'-".
Kahler B. Schuemann

Secretaryto the Board ofTrustees
Western Michigan University



ATTACHMENTA

Ken Miller
Board of Trustees Remarks

October 77,2076

Good morning. Thank you all for being with us this morning, and welcome back to Heritage Hall.

While I've personally loved this building for many years, I now can claim one more sentimental

attachment to it. My wife and ljoined L,2OO other couples Saturday to renew our marriage

vows here on the Grand Lawn as part of homecoming weekend. Trustee and Mrs. Rinvelt,

President Dunn and First Lady Linda Dunn and many other familiar faces were among those

renewing marriage vows that day. And together, all of us-1,20L couples--set a Guinness world

record.

Congratulations to the Development and Alumni Relations staff who developed and

implemented this inspired-and inspiring-initiative. lt's been fun watchingthe news coverage

roll out before and after Saturday's gathering.

For all of us, homecoming was a wonderful experience, capped off, of course, by the Bronco

winning streak that was extended to 6-0. I take some pleasure in noting this is this board's sixth

meeting of the year, and we are committed this morning to making it a successful one--a "win"

in Bronco parlance.

Solar Garden Launch

Since we last met, this University celebrated a new resource for both the campus and the

community. Partnering with Consumers Energy, we launched a solar garden on our College of

Engineering and Applied Sciences campus. That facility becomes the largest on any campus in

the state. And it gives people in the community an opportunity to support solar energy by

subscribing to the effort and getting energy credits on their energy bills. The l-megawatt solar

garden includes 8.5 acres of solar array panels and will produce enough energy for about 200

homes. And as a university, we'll be able to use the facility to conduct research and provide

training for young engineers who will use that technology in the future.



This board approved this partnership earlier this year, and I think we all need to take great

pride in what this means for the campus and community. At the opening event, President Dunn

reflected on the importance of solar energy as an alternative to fossil fuet, citing the classic

billboard language:

"When there's a huge solar energy spill, it's just called a 'nice day."'

BTR award

That solar garden and our engineering campus are at the heart of another wildly successful

partnership-the Business Technology and Research Park. That initiative that was developed in

collaboration with our home community of Kalamazoo over the past 15 years. lt's now full--

with 42 private firms providing more than 800 high-tech jobs.

Expansion of that park into Phase ll-in partnership with Oshtemo-took a big step forward last

week, when we learned the U.S. Department of Commerce has awarded 52.L m¡ll¡on to help us

develop the infrastructure of the 54-acre parcel known as the Colony Farm Orchard. The

expansion is expected to attract some $SO m¡llion in private ¡nvestment and produce about 200

jobs.



ATTACHMENT B

John M. Dunn
Board of Trustees Remarks

October 77,2076

Good morning. I'd like add my own not of welcome and express my thanks as well for the staff

work that went into Saturday's Guinness world record vow renewal ceremony. The news story

traveled around the globe, and we've been hearing from Broncos everywhere.

Broncos are competitive

¡ A core quality showcased during homecoming was the Bronco competitive nature: We saw:

-1,300 runners competing for the best 5K time in the Campus Classic in the morning;

-L,2OI couples intent on breaking the previous vow renewal world record held by

Miami University in the afternoon; and

-A sensational and hard-fought gridiron battle against Northern lllinois in the evening

To cap offthe weekend, many of us arose Sunday morning to see NBC's Sunday Today Show do

a segment on what is perhaps the most unusual recent example of the Bronco drive to win.

Anchor Willie Geist took viewers from around the nation through a video about our lacrosse

team deciding the outcome of a match against the University of Dayton, which was canceled

because of weather. The decision was made in a time-honored tradition with a best-two-out-of-

three round of "rock, paper, scissors." The victors? The Broncos, of course. And the video went

viral--a nother "win. ".

APLU video

That competitive spirit extends across the campus. Last Friday, we learned that a video on the

Seita Scholars program that we submitted to a competition sponsored by the American

Association of Public and Land-grant Universities has been named one of three national

winners. The win means we'll be asked to present on that topic when APLU holds its national

gathering in Austin in November. The competition was about programs that lead to enhanced

access and student success. I'm tremendously proud of the programming for former foster



youth the Seita program provides and really pleased we'll have a chance to showcase our work

for higher education leaders from around the nation.

Trip to Thailand/lnternational Enrollment

Since we met last month, I was privileged to visit Thailand for a week, meet with some of our

very enthusiastic alumni there and launch a series of conversations with officials at three Thai

universities about the potential for future collaboration. I consider such ongoing outreach

around an always-changing globe an essential part of our charge. lt is one reason why our

international enrollment remained stable this year, even as many of our sister institutions saw

their international numbers drop precipitously.

We have healthy new increases in enrollment from lndonesia, which is i up by 25 students, and

Oman, which is up by 24. Those increases come as government-sponsored programs in other

nations like Brazil came to an end. Our biggest international news is likely the fact that we saw a

very small drop-l4 students-in our largest international group, which comes to us from Saudi

Arabia. lnformation from other universities describes huge losses of Saudi students which WMU

has been able to avoid.

Florida outreach

Next week, we'll celebrate another major outreach effort by this Universit¡ when we go to

Punta Gorda, Florida, for a celebration of our developing partnership with that community's

higher education and economic development teaders. We'll be announcing a formal alliance

with Florida Southwestern State College and Charlotte County Economic Devetopment. The

partnership will expand some of our academic offerings-aviation and health care for instance--

into that region. This is an initiative that the board has supported over the past two years as it

developed. You'll remember Charlotte County officials were here for this board's meeting in

February. I'm pleased to let you know that we're ready for lift off.

Michigan Geological Survev

I'd also like to mention a celebration we had two weeks ago marking the receipt of 5500,000 in

funding from the state for the Michigan Geological Survey. The MGS has been based at WMU in



our Department of Geosciences since 2OtL. The much-needed funding will allow the survey to

begin subsurface mapping of the state and help Michigan catch up to neighboring states in

finding assessing, protect¡ng and strategically developing the state's natural resources. We are,

of course grateful for the state support and confident that the investment will pay huge

economic and environmental dividends.

Facultv and student accolades

I always like to close with some examples of faculty and student accolades. l'll share just two.

First, in this election year in which women are expected to play an outsized role in the

outcome, Dr. J. Kevin Corder, professor of political science, is the co-author of a new book,

"Counting Women's Ballots: Female Voters from Suffrage through the New Deal." He and his

co-author from the University of Notre Dame, had their work featured by the Washington post

recently with an article they wrote about the voting history viewed through the lens of gender

and turnout.

A major student achievement is the announcement by NASA--the NationalAeronautics and

Space Administration-that Shawn R. Brueshaber, a Ph.D. candidate in mechanicatand

aeronautical engineering has won a prestigious graduate fellowship from NASA's Earth and

Space Science Fellowship program Shawn will research the weather and climate of our giant

planets (Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune). The year-long fellowship was one of just 28

awarded nationally.



ATTACHMENT C

Suzan Ayers
Board of Trustees Remarks

October Ll-,2016

Good morning and thank you for this opportunity to present the work of your Faculty Senate in

participating in the shared governance at WMU. After a wonderful homecoming week,

including a HUGE wedding vow renewal and win over Northern lL, it's another great day to be a

BRONCO!

Three Memoranda of Action have been approved by the Administration, MOA- L6/06: General

Education Revision, MOA-16/08: Revise High School Dual Enrollees Policy, and MOA-16/12:

Acceptance of the Dual Use of Research Concern Policy.

At last week's first Faculty senate meeting of the AY, three MoAs were approved:

MOA-16/09: Repeating a WMU Course for Credit in Study Abroad,

MOA-L6/L0: Revise Graduate Catalog Admission Requirements to Specialist Programs, and

M OA- 16/13 : Revise U n dergrad uate Cata log N on-Degree Certificate Progra ms.

The updates on our councils and committees includes:

The Committee for Research Day is planning another event for April 2OL7. Last year's event

was very successful for our graduate students and faculty attendance was up from the previous

year.

The Graduate Studies Council met for the first t¡me to review its charges and four new

curriculum proposals.

The lnternational Education Council has convened working groups to enhance study abroad,

improve international student services and further promote international research and

curriculum innovation.



They have communicated with the WMU Presidentialsearch Committee about including

consideration of global engagement experience and commitment of potential candidates.

The Libraries Committee is convening its first meeting of the semester on October LL,2OL6,

and among its agenda items is a discussion of celebrating the annual federalty-mandated

(September 17, since 2OO7l instructionalevent on the U.S. Constitution in the libraries, not

solely in the Departments of History and Political Science.

The Ad Hoc General Education Design Comm¡ttee has been meeting weekly since being formed

on 16 September,2016 after a one-half day Saturday retreat. The group is making good

progress toward their charge of recommending a revised model for the General Education

program based on MOA t6/9 and the General Education Self Study report to create a learner

centered approach to general education that balances the learning of essential skills with

content.

ln light of the general education revision that will be a big part of the Faculty Senate agenda this

year, the Faculty Senate Executive Board placed a moratorium on developing new generat

education courses. Proposals for new general education courses will not be accepted out of

colleges untilthe new General Education curriculum is approved by a vote of the Faculty

Senate.

The Committee to Oversee General Education (COGE) is charged with reviewing previously

approved General Education courses. During the 20L6-17 academic year, COGE will review all

proficiency 2 baccalaureate-level writing and writing-intensive courses. All courses, unless

approved as a new proficiency 2 course during the 2015-16 academic year, must undergo re-

approval. Additional information and the General Education policy can be found at the Faculty

Senate website, menu item Policies, General Education link.



Recognizing the importance of student voter registration, the Faculty Senate urged WMU

faculty to remind students to register to vote and support this year's student-led, non-partisan

voter registration drive. With today as the last day to register to vote in the November election,

the wsA-led registration drive has yielded more than L,Boo new voters.

Recently the Executive Board held a training for all Council/Committee chairs. The topics

covered included chair responsibilities, working with Executive Board representatives, agenda

setting, meeting procedures, addressing charges, recommendations, reports, and MOAs.

The electronic curriculum change proposal process is in the pilot phase and appears to be close

to full-scale implementation. OIT has created the infrastructure for individual course changes

(not program changes) and there are "getting started" documents on the Faculty Senate

website to facilitate this process. Deans and college curriculum committee chairs are scheduling

training sessions for this process as well.

Each October the Faculty Senate sends out a request for faculty fees to all of the 900+ academic

rank employees at WMU. These fees support the Board-appointed shared governance work the

Senate facilitates through our 7 councils, 10 committees and numerous ad hoc and

subcommittees. We have made a modest increase of this fee to SZO ¡n an attempt to approach

self-sustenance.

The next Faculty Senate meeting will be on Thursday, November 3 at 5 p.m. in room 208

Bernhard Center. As always you are invited to attend.

lf you have any questions I will be most happy to attempt to respond to them


