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Proposed Meeting Minutes

September Vh, 2016

The Board of Trustees (BOT) Formalsession was called to order by Chair Miller at 11:13 AM on
Wednesday, September 7, 2076- The meeting was held in the Bernhard Center Rooms l-57-159. presiding
were Chair Míller, Vice Chair Rinvelt, and Trustees Bolger, Hettinger, Johnston, and Pickard with Trustee
Debel participating via the phone.

A motion to accept the Septernber 7, 2076 BOT agenda was made by Trustee Hettinger, with a second
from Vice Chair Rinvelt. The motion passed unanimously.

A motion to accept the minutes as exhibited from the lune 29, 2076 BOT meeting was made by Trustee
Johnston, with a second by Trustee Hettinger. The motion passed unanimously.

Remarks by Chair Miller - Attachment A Remarks by President Dunn - Attachment B

Faculty Senate President S. Ayers, Western Student Association (WSA) President T. Fischmann, and
Graduate Student Association (GSA) President D. Chambers provided comments regarding their
respective areas and their ongoing activities and initiatives relating to shared governance, promoting
student involvement, and academic enrichment.

Vice President for Government Affairs and University Relatíons G. Rosine and Director of Marketing
Communícations C. Hunt presented the new campus marketing effort called the Gold Campaign to the
BOT.

Provost T. Greene, Vice President for Student Affairs D. Anderson, and Signature Coordinator K. Reed
updated the BOT on the Signature Program which provides students a pathway to íntegrate, synthesíze,
and articulate their unique WMU experience.

Associate Deans to the College of Arts and Science K. Hearit and S. Obare presented a Retention and
Graduation lnitiative that is resulting in quantifiable student success.

Trustee Johnston províded an update on the Presidential Search Process indícating the presidential

Search Advisory Committee had been appointed and would be soon convening in a retreat.

The was no indicated public interest in providíng commentary regarding an Actíon ltem

As Action ltems, Provost T. Greene outl¡ned a renaming proposal. A motion to accept Renaming the
Aviation Facility Building (Building #78) to the CEAS Annex was made by Trustee Hettinger, with a

second by Trustee Bolger. The motion passed unanimously.
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A motion to approve the Consent ltems was made by Trustee Johnston, with a second by Trustee
Hettinger. The BOT unanimously approved the following Consent ltems as exhibited: Liquor License

Application - Extended University Programs, AHEC Fundraiser Event, September 22,2016; Liquor
License Application - WMU Catering, (1) Alumni Pre-Game Social September 24,2016 (2) Homecoming
Tailgate October 8,2OL6 (3)AlumniPre-Game SocialOctober22,2OL6; Gift Report; Grant Report;
Personnel Report; Operating Cash Accounts; and Annuity and Life lncome Funds.

ln General Public Comments WMU TAU President K. Bailey shared remarks updating the BOT on recent
TAU member activities. WWMT Reporter C. Combs commented on the dismissal of WMU football
players.

The BOT meeting ended atL2:24PM following a motion to adjourn by Trustee Hettinger, a second by
Trustee Bolger, and unanimous approval.

submitted,
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Kahler B. Schuemann

Secretary to the Board ofTrustees
Western Michigan University



ATTACHMENT A

Ken Miller
Board Remarks

September 7,2076

Trustee Pickard Welcome

The first order of business is to welcome to the board, new trustee William F. Pickard of Bloomfield Hills.

Gov. Snyder appointed Dr. Pickard in June to serve the remaining years if the term of the late Ronald E.

Hall, and he was formally sworn in late yesterday.

Trustee Pickard shares the same passion forthe University that Ron Hallexhibited. ln fact, he and Ron

Hall were students here together, lifelong friends and brothers of our celebrated Alpha Phi Alpha

chapter. Dr. Pickard brings to his new role decades of experience as an entrepreneur as well as a

commitment to education and to helping provide opportunity to young people.

We've been eager for Trustee Pickard to take his place on the board. We have a lot to accomplísh this

year, and Trustee Pickard's experience, counsel and acumen will add immeasurably to our effectiveness

as a board. Welcome Trustee Pickard.

Trustee Dennis Archer

As we welcome a new colleague, this is a good time to recognize the achievements of one of our friends

and former board colleagues, Trustee Emeritus Dennis W. Archer, who served on this board from 2005

through 2OL2. He was honored last month by the American Bar Assocíation for his lifetime of

achievement in service to the legal profession. He was awarded the ABA Medal, the profession's highest

accolade. As a winner of the medal, he joins the likes of Olíver Wendell Holmes, Thurgood Marshall and

Sandra Day O'Connor who were previous recípients. Trustee Archer has our admiratíon for all that he

has accomplished in his career, and he has our heartfelt congratulations.

Successful Miller College Intervention

One of the benefits of being a WMU trustee is being able to see a policy or inítiative supported by this

board make a dífference in student lives. Not quite a year ago, this board voiced its support for the

University to come to the aid of students enrolled in Battle Creek's Miller College as that college made

the tough, financially focused decision to shut its doors.



We now know just how successful that work has been. As of two weeks ago, 109 students from Miller

College are completing their degree programs through WMU's Battle Creek regional location. lt was a

long and complex path running straight through the Higher Learning Commission that is our national

accrediting body. But it was well worth the effort so that students headed for careers in disciplines like

nursing and elementary education can continue to their goal. Our thanks are with all those members

who did the heavy lifting on this effort.

A new take on college roommates

And finally, I'd like to note one of my favorite Associated Press stories of the past few weeks. lt involves

students moving into their new living arrangements and getting to know the people around them. ln this

case, though, it's three occupat¡onal therapy graduate students who have moved into a Grand Rapids

retirement community. They'll have a new group of old friends who will be part of a l.9-month research

project. The students will spend that time examining the impact on residents of living in an

intergenerational environment and learning more about caring for the elderly. Their research, which

also focuses on brain health and the effects of social isolation, is believed to be the first of its kind in the

nation. lt will likely set up a model that will be emulated around the nation.



ATTACHMENT B

John M. Dunn
Board of Trustees Remarks

SeptemherT,2076

Governor's Energv Excellence Award

We are back in the Bernhard Center for today's meeting, so I have asked that the latest facílitíes' award

make a special trip here to highlíght for you a really positive piece of recent news.

We continue to be enormously proud of the effort and care that went ¡nto the Heritage Hall renovation.

ln August, we learned that the project-that took the building from the least energy efficient building on

campus to one of the most efficient in all of Southwest Michígan--has won the 2016 Governor's Energy

Excellence Award. in the public projects category. I think it's the first of many such honors that

wonderful facility will see.

Here is the new award that now lives in Heritage Hall. This award will be on permanent display at

Heritage Hall.

Washinston Monthlv

We head into the fall semester with positíve reinforcement for the things we do so well as a University.

On Aug. 29, Washington Monthly magazine released its latest round of rankings of colleges that make a

difference for the nation. Our Uníversíty came in at No. 64 among 303 national universities assessed.

Each was measured for its abílity to provide access and social mobility provide cutting-edge research

and educate the next generation of Ph.Ds., and demonstrate its commitment to community service. We

were No. 26 in the nation for performance on student earnings 10 years after enrolling and No. 33,

nationa lly, for community service.

Fort St. Joseph

One wonderful example of how we blend academic research with community service was in evidence in

August when or anthropologists held their annual Fort St. Joseph Open House at the Niles site of what is

one of the oldest coloníal outposts in the Great Lakes. Discovered by WMU researchers in 1998, the

team has been back there nearly every year since to uncover artifacts and the trading post



infrastructure of the fort that established by the French in 1690 and governed at various times by the

Spanish, British and finally, the Americans. lt has become a tradition to close the work each year with a

public open house that allows families to view the mechanics of the dig, see the new discoveries made

and enjoy a living history event that features voyageurs on the St. Joe River, blacksmiths, colonial

dancers and a host of other live actívities. This year's open house drew more than 1,000 visitors to learn

about the fort-and learn about how historical research is done.

Strvker School of Medicine

While we are welcoming students back for the WMU fall semester this week. The campus and broader

campus communities welcomed the Stryker School of Medicine's third class of beginning medical

students to town on Aug. 8. The class of 2O2O, as planned, has72 members selected from among an

applicant pool of 4,500. They include 31 women and 41 men from 11 states and Canada. Our new med

students hail from 40 undergraduate colleges, including L6 from the University of Michígan. Both

Kalamazoo College and WMU are well represented as well with four and three students each,

respectively. The new class boast a median MCAT score at the 91st percentile.

Solar Garden

Two weeks ago, a new Solar Garden built by Consumers Power was activated. The l-megawatt power

plant includes nearly 4,000 solar panels on 8.5 acres near Floyd Hall. The Solar Garden feeds energy

directly into the Consumers grid, and Consumers customers can support the company's alternative

energy efforts by subscribíng to the garden and receiving energy credits on their month bills.

The whole facílity will also serve as an educational resource for schools and the community,

demonstrating how solar power works. lt also will facilitate solar energy management training. When

we do the formal ribbon-cutting for the facility next week, it is that educational element we'll be

celebrating along with the energy innovation element.

Vallev Dining Center

And finally, Last week, we opened our Valley Dining Center, which is already livíng up to its role as a

game-changer for our campus living environment. With nine micro-restaurants, fresh food prepared as

diners watch, an allergen-free zone and seating for more than 1,000, the facility is getting rave reviews

from students.



Following today's meeting, I know the board will have a chance to personally check out the dining

center, as that's where lunch is this afternoon. I know you will enjoy the opportunity to try what really is

cutting edge campus dining.


