
Western Michigan University
Board of Trustees Wednesday, April 29, 2076

Proposed Meetins Minutes

March 23,2076

The Board of Trustees (BOT) Formal Session was called to order by Chair Miller at L1:1.0 AM on Thursday,
April27,2076.The meeting was held in the heritage Hall Ballroom. Presiding were Chair Miller, Vice Chair
Rinvelt, and Trustees Asmonga-Knapp, Bolger, Hettinger, and Johnston with Trustee Debel participating
via the phone. The minutes of the March 23,20L6 meeting were approved as exhibited.

Remarks by Chair Miller - Attachment A Remarks by President Dunn - Attachment B

Tom Edmonds provided recommendations from the Fossil Fuel lnvestment Strategy Committee.

Faculty Senate President Simpson, Western Student Association (WSA) Presidents Smith and Fischman,
and Graduate Student Association (GSA) Vice President Pineda provided comments regarding their
respective areas and their ongoing activities and initiatives relating to shared governance, promoting
student involvement, and academic enrichment.

Vice President Rosine for Government Affairs and University Relations along with Marketing and

Communications Director, Chris Hunt presented video vignettes showcasing WMU student stories.

As an Action ltem, the BOT approved the adoption of a Universal Definition of Plagiarism as presented

by Secretary Schueman and Faculty Senate President Simpson. The Room and Board Rates for 2016-
20L7 were approved as proposed by Vice President Anderson. A Clarification of Board Bylaw Regarding

Fees presented by Vice President Van Der Kley passed. The Sublease between WMU and WMU Homer

Stryker M.D. School of Medicine was approved by the BOT as outlined by Vice President Van Der Kley.

The BOT also approved the Property Purchase of 635, 640, and 642W. Ransom Street, Kalamazoo, Ml
proposed by Director of Business Services Kellogg. The Lease Agreement with Florida SouthWestern
State College was approved as recommended by Provost Greene. A Property Purchase with MelTrotter
was approved as presented by Provost Greene. The BOT also approved the following Consent ltems as

exhibited: Gift Report, Grant Report, PersonnelReport, and Curriculum Proposals, and a WMU
Foundation Bylaw Change.

ln General Public Comments Sturges, Coss, and Dickey expressed concern regarding a perceived issue

involving graduate student credit.

lly submitted,

8,
Kahler B. Schuemann

Secretary, Board of Trustees



ATTACHMENT A

Ken Miller

Board Remarks

April2l.,20L6

Good morning. Thank you all for being here and welcome back to beautiful Heritage Hall.

Commencement

At this point in the semester, we are just days away from the signature event in the life of a university

community--commencement. A week from Saturday, we will gather at Miller Auditorium to celebrate

the success of more than 2,600 students who will walk across the stage to receive the degree they've

earned from Western Michigan University. Trustee Rinvelt and I will be there to make sure this board is

represented at each of the four ceremonies. The truth is, I can't think of anywhere I'd rather be on that

day. I love part¡cipat¡ng in what is the culmination of all that we work so hard to support. ln case you're

wondering, the April 30 ceremonies will see 2,004 bachelor's degrees awarded, 57t at the master's level

and 39 at the doctoral level. They all have our congratulations and most sincere best wishes.

Senior Desísn Proiects

Right before commencement, there's always a flurry of high-profile, semester-end activities, and this

week has been the occasion for one time-honored WMU tradition-the Conference on Senior

Engineering and Design. Tuesday's event was the 58th such conference, and some 60 teams of Bronco

engineers worked with more than 30 West Michigan companies and other organizations to show off

their solutions to real world problems. Such presentations represent the capstone event for engineers

finishing their degrees. The conference attracts business leaders, parents and family members, and

more than a few busloads of middle- and high school students.

Ensineerine fellowshios

Two of the young engineers in this year's event have more reason than most to celebrate. Not only are

the long nights of preparation for the senior design effort over, but they'll both walk across the stage

next week to accept their diplomas, knowing they have won prestigious graduate fellowships to

continue their studies.



Alexandra Ferguson, an electrical engineering major, is one of 180 students nat¡onw¡de to win a 2Ot6

National Defense Science and Engineering Graduate Fellowship, covering three years of graduate study

Matthew Baird, a mechanical and aerospace engineering major, has won a NASA Space Technology

Research Fellowship, which will cover four years of graduate work. Both students are planning to earn

doctoral degrees. They've got a solid background to build upon.

Food Ma rketins Conference

Another rite of spring is our vaunted Food Marketing Conference, which this year was held in Grand

Rapids and set a new record for attendance, with more than 820 attending last week. The conference

has now been held for 51 years and is a national resource for executives in the food industry-and, of

course, for our students. Each year, the event has increased not only its size, but also in the quality of

the program and speakers. From all accounts, this year's event reached a new high. Our congratulations

and thanks for continually representing this university with the level of quality that this event does.



ATTACHMENT B

John M. Dunn
Board of Trustees Remarks

April2l.,2Ot6

Good morning. I have several recent and positive developments I'd like to share with you today.

Purple Heart University/Vets at Commencement
Fírst, I'm extraordinarily pleased that the work we do with returning veterans has been acknowledged
again. Yesterday, it was my pleasure to accept, on behalf of our campus community, a designation
naming WMU the very first Purple Heart Un¡versity in Michigan. Scott E. Wilson, commander of Battle
Creek's Chapter 110 of the Military Order of the Purple Heart traveled to campus to make the formal
presentat¡on. The designation is for universities that offer outstanding service to military service
veterans, their dependents and their survivors.

Chair Miller just noted that commencement is a wonderful celebration of student success. I'd like to
note that at next week's ceremonies, 92 veterans will receive their degrees.

New 'qreen' rankings and awards
This week, we've learned of two new accolades for the work we do as a campus to nurture and sustain
the environment.

First, the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality recognized WMU as a partner for success on
the Arcadia Creek Storm Water Detention Project. WMU has been a leader in the State of Michigan with
multiple grants over the past decade that have significantly improved water quality. The University has
specifically focused on successfully reducing phosphorus and sediment loads to Arcadia Creek.

The second sustainability news came when we learned of WMU's rankings in the Universitas lndonesia
GreenMetric World University Rankings. ln the overall rankings, WMU placed at No. 24 out of the 407
international institutions assessed in 2015. Among campus settings classified as "suburban," WMU was
ranked No. 8 out of 99 schools that fit that descríption. ln the United States, only UC Davis ranked above
our University.

Transfer award
Earlier this month WMU is being recognized at a conference in the Washington, D.C. area as one of the
40 top colleges and universities in the nation for helping community college students complete a

successful transfer and continue their path toward a bachelor's degree. WMU was the only school in
Michigan selected for the National Transfer Honor Roll by Phi Theta Kappa, the world's oldest and
largest honor society for community college students. That organization recognized honor roll designees
at its national conference near the nation's capitol two weekends ago.
WMU attracts more than 2,700 new transfer students annually. Our outreach to transfer students
includes reverse transfer agreements w¡th all 28 of Michigan's community colleges and one in lllinois.
We continue to seek ways to help students make a seamless transition from community colleges to
WMU.

Accolades
Recognition for our faculty, staff and students continues unabated. Let's start with some prestig¡ous
faculty awards.



. Sue Ellen Christian
Last Friday, Professor Sue Ellen Christian was recognized as one of the state's three recipients of the
Michigan Distinguished Professor of the Year award. The award from the academic officers of the
Michigan Association of State Universities recognizes the outstanding contributions and dedication
exhibited by faculty from Michigan's 15 public universities. Professor Christian holds a dual appointment
in communication and Gender and Women's Studies and was lauded for her work with young journalists
on campus and in the community and for her focus on diversity.

. Richard Szwaja

Richard Szwája ( SVEYE ah), an instructor in the School of lnterdisciplinary Health Programs was honored
April 7 as one of three statewide winners of the 2016 Champion of Engagement Award from Michigan
Campus Compact. The award recognizes significant contributions to the institutionalization of
community engagement.

Student accolades
Student accolades are too numerous to adequately cover. I do want to note that we took an evening at
the end of March to honor 50 Presidential Scholars-selected from among WMU's 6,500-member senior
class. Being a Presidential Scholar is the highest honor the University can bestow on an undergraduate,
and those selected by the faculty in their individual departments are truly outstand¡ng young scholars.
Chair Miller mentioned two engineering students-Alexandra Ferguson and Matthew Baird-who have
won graduate fellowships. They were both named Presidential Scholars as well. All of these students are
simply our best and brightest. We'll be hearing about their achievements as alumni for years to come.

Fossil Fuel report
And finally, I'd like to thank the members of a campus committee who I asked to examine our
University's ¡nvestment strategy as it relates to fossil fuel and how it fits with our campuswide
commitment to sustaínability. I am pleased that the committee has completed its work and has shared
its thoughtful recommendations with me. I've asked two committee members to provide you with a

brief overview of their work. Thomas Edmonds is a faculty member in our Department of Finance and
Commercial Law. Denise Keele is a faculty member in the Department of Political Science and a member
of the University's Climate Change Working Group.


