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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
 

TO: Elaine Gaudio, Provost Greene, Deans, Associate and Assistant Deans, Chairs and Directors, all College 
Curriculum Chairs, Faculty Senate Office and Senators, and members of the College of Arts and Sciences 
Curriculum Committee. 
 
FROM: Pablo Pastrana-Perez, committee chair 
 

October 17, 2014 AGENDA 
TIME 2:00pm – 4:00pm – 2302 Friedmann Hall 

Call to order 
Presentation from Sue Stapleton, Dean of the Graduate College 
Announcements 
Acceptance of agenda 
Acceptance of minutes from September 
Pending proposals 
 
Pending proposals:   
 

Geosciences 
CAS 15-32  (AP, SC, MC) – Admission requirements, Credit Hours, Title, Description – GEOS 2020 

Broaden the current GEOS 2020 “Egypt – Civilization and Geology” course into “Civilization and Geology”.  
There will a number of different “featured” nations, one of which will be featured whenever the course is 
offered.  It will provide an introduction to the geology of various nations and how it influenced the 
development and style of those associated cultures. 

 

World Languages and Literatures 
CAS 15-34 (AP) – Revised Minor – Arabic Minor; Education Curriculum 

Make ARAB 2750 (Life and Culture of the Arabs) a requirement for this new minor.  The minor currently 
requires ARAB 2000, ARAB 2010, ARAB 3000, ARAB 3010 and LANG 5580 and allows students to select 
remaining credit hours from electives, which include ARAB 2750 as an option.  ARAB 2750 should be a 
requirement rather than an elective.  Along with the changing of this course from an elective to a 
requirement, we are also proposing to raise the minimum credit hours for the minor from 22 to 24. 

CAS 15-35 (AP) – Revised Minor – Chinese Minor; Education Curriculum 
Make CHIN 2750 (Chinese Life and Culture) a requirement for this new minor.  The minor currently 
requires CHIN 2000, CHIN 2010, CHIN 3160, CHIN 3170 and LANG 5580 and allows students to select 
remaining credit hours from electives, which include CHIN 2750 as an option.  CHIN 2750 should be a 
requirement rather than an elective.  
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CAS 15-36 (AP) – Revised Minor – Japanese Minor; Education Curriculum 
Make JPNS 2750 (Japanese Life and Culture) a requirement for this new minor. The minor currently 
requires JPNS 2000, JPNS 2010, JPNS 3000, JPNS 3010 and LANG 5580 and allows students to select 
remaining credit hours from electives, which include JPNS 2750 as an option.  JPNS 2750 should be a 
requirement rather than an elective. 

 
Communications 
CAS 15-37 (SC) – General Education – COM 2400 – Introduction to Media and Telecommunications 
 To offer COM 2400 as a General Education Course in Area VII:  Natural Science Technology 
CAS 15-38 (AP) – Revised major – Communication Studies 

To change the Baccalaureate Writing course options in this major.  DELETE COM 3500 from the list of 
Baccalaureate Writing course list for this major.  Com 3500 no longer exists.  ADD COM 4750:  Family 
Communication to the list of possible writing courses for this major.  ADD COM 4840 Health 
Communication to the list of possible writing courses for this major.  COM 4750 and COM 4840 
specifically increase the interpersonal/organizational options within the requirement. 

CAS 15-39 (AP) – Revised major – Organizational Communication 
 Remove COM 3500 and replace with COM 2500 in the list of Organizational Communication electives. 
CAS 15-40 (SC) – Pre or Co-requisites, Course # - Telecommunications Law and Policy 

Changing the course number and eliminating prerequisites in order to make the course more accessible to 
a greater number of students in the School of Communication as well students in other disciplines.  This 
course also may prove attractive in the future for those students who choose the Legal Studies minor. 

CAS 15-41  (SC, MC) – Pre or Co-requisites, Course # , Title – Digital Media and Information Technology 
Changes are proposed to course title, course number and prerequisites to make the course more 
accessible to a greater number of students in the School of Communication as well students in other 
disciplines. 

CAS 15-42 (AP) – Revised major – Telecommunications and Information Management 
Change to the Telecommunications and Information Management (TIM) major reflects concurrently 
approve TIM course changes. 

CAS 15-43 (AP) – Revised major – Journalism 
 Change to the Journalism (JRN) major reflects concurrently approved journalism course changes. 

 
Environmental and Sustainability Studies 
CAS 15-44 (SC) – New course, General education – Climate Challenged Society – ENVS 1000 

Create a new course, ENVS 1000 – Climate Challenged Society.   Intend for new course to be available for 
General Education Area V.  

CAS 15-45 (SC) – New course – Climate change and the Literary Arts – ENVS 3300 
CAS 15-46 (SC) – New course – Race, Climate, and the Environment – ENVS 3700 
CAS 15-47 (SC) – New course – Climate Change and Society – ENVS 4110 
CAS 15-48 (SC) – New course – Climate Change and Cultural Studies – ENVS 4120 
 New courses created 

 
Biological Sciences 
CAS15-29  (SC) New course – BIOS 6055 - Seminar in Biology – tabled from September meeting 

Propose to formalize a seminar course for graduate students in Biological Sciences.  The course, Seminars 
in Biology, will be a course whose main intent is to fill gaps in current knowledge in the literature.  The 
course is also designed to help students work on presentation skills. 

CAS 15-83 (AP) – Revised major – Biomedical Sciences Major (BMLJ) (37 hours) 
Allow BIOS 2600 "Intro to Developmental Biology" as a substitute for the BIOS 2300 "Cell Biology" 
requirement for biomedical science majors. 

 
CAS 15-84 (SC) – New course – BIOS Colloquium:  Mol. Bio. – BIOS 6050 

We propose to formalize a seminar course for graduate students in Biological Sciences. The course, 
Seminars in Biology, will be a course whose main intent is to fill gaps in current knowledge in the 
literature. The course is also designed to help students work on presentation skills. 
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CAS 15-57 (SC) – New course – Climate Change Biology – BIOS 3200 
To create a new course, Climate Change Biology, that we believe will address an important gap in our 
current offerings.  Although climate change is like to be one of the dominant environmental and human 
health issues of our students’ lifetimes, we currently have no undergraduate course that offers students 
the opportunity to develop a thorough understanding of the causes and consequences of climate change.  
Global Change Biology will focus on the consequences of climate change for both human health and 
ecosystem health. 

CAS 15-58 (SC) – Pre or Co-requisites – BIOS 3120 
 Change the Chemistry course pre-requisites for BIOS 3120 to match those of our BIOS 3500 course. 
CAS 15-59 (SC) – New Course – Fermentation – BIOS 5230 

New course created to be advanced coursework that is a part of the new proposed major Sustainable 
Craft Brewing: General Science. 

 
Arts and Sciences 
CAS 15-66 (AP) – New minor – Climate Change Studies 

An outgrowth of the interdisciplinary humanities climate change working group, the minor in Climate  
Change Studies will be an interdisciplinary minor housed in the College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) and  
coordinated by an advisory board consisting of representative faculty from the departments and  
programs with courses included in the program.  Although it includes new courses in several units, it  
primarily builds on, and repackages, existing areas of strength in multiple CAS units. 

CAS 15-67 (SC) – New course – Climate Change Studies Capstone 
This course is the capstone course for the new interdisciplinary minor in Climate Change Studies.  It is  
designed to help students reflect, synthesize, and integrate knowledge and experiences within the  
climate change minor program of study.  Students are required to provide evidence (previous work and  
new essays) in the form of a portfolio that illustrates their achievement in meeting the program  
learning objectives.  As the curriculum proposal for the minor describes, this course will be house, like  
the minor, in CAS; will be coordinated by the faculty advisory board; and will rotate among faculty from  
the units represented on the advisory board. 

CAS 15-87 (AP) – Other – Establishing credit hour minima to be completed at WMU for all CAS majors and 
Minors 

Last year, the CAS curriculum committee approved the adoption of credit hour minima that must be 
completed at Western Michigan University for every major and minor housed in the college.  This 
proposal adds that to the catalog language for the College of Arts and Sciences. 

 
 

Geography 
CAS 15-73 (SC) – New course – Climate Change and Geography – 4300 

To create a new course GEOG 4300 Climate Change and Geography and add it to the Geography major as 
an elective course.  The course will be a special topics course for undergraduate students. The 
prerequisite will be GEOG 2250 - Introduction to Meteorology and Climatology or with instructor's 
consent. 

 
Psychology 
CAS 15-49 (AP) – Other 

Request to implement an existing program that has been approved as an off-campus/online curriculum in 
Ohio at the Metro Detroit Regional Location of the WMU Extended University program.  All of the courses 
and program are listed in the current catalog and are offered on campus as well as at another off-campus 
location. 

CAS 15-50 (SC) – New course, General education – Cross Cultural Psychology – PSY 4574 
CAS 15-51 (SC, MC) – General Education, Description – Professional and Career Development – PSY 3844 
CAS 15-52 (SC, MC) – General Education, Description – Laboratory in Physiological Psychology – PSY 3780 
CAS 15-53 (SC) – New course, General Education – History of  Psychology – PSY 4595 
CAS 15-54 (SC) – New course, General education – Human Drug Use and Abuse – PSY 4526 

 To change the course to satisfy the Baccaulareate –Level Writing proficiency standard 
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CAS 15-55 (AP) – Revised major – General Psychology Major (PSGJ) 
CAS 15-56 (AP) – Revised major – Behavioral Science Major (PSBJ) 

To expand the list of courses that satisfy the Baccaulareate-Level Writing proficiency standard, including 
3 existing courses (PSY 3300, 3780 and 3844) and 3 new courses (PSY 4526, 4574, 4595) that will be cross- 
listed with existing courses (PSY 5260, 5740, 5950 respectively).  PSY 5260, PSY 5740, and PSY 5950 are  
being removed from the list of electives since those courses are functionally being replaced by PSY 4526,  
PSY 4574 and PSY 4595 at the undergraduate level (the 5000-level versions will remain available for  
graduate students). 

 

Anthropology 
CAS 15-60 (SC) – General Education – Bioarchaeology  - ANTH 3530 

Add the ANTH 3530:  Bioarchaeology course, an existing course revised to be writing-intensive, as one 
which fulfills the Proficiency 2, Baccalaureate-level writing requirement of the student’s curriculum. 

 
Chemistry 
CAS 15-61 (AP) – Graduation requirements – Chemistry 

Change the wording in the catalog about graduation requirements to make the description clear and 
understandable.  We want to clarify that some laboratory experience must be at WMU and want to 
remove the sentence that gives poorly worded advice about the credit/no credit option for chemistry 
majors. 

CAS 15-86 (MC) – Title, Description – Chemistry – CHEM 1900 
We wish to change the title and description of the course Chemistry in Society to Chemistry of Climate 
Change so as to better reflect the focus of the course content, which has been adjusted from a general 
discussion of chemistry in society in a broad sense to one focused on the chemistry of climate change as it 
relates to society. 

English 
CAS 15-62 (SC, MC) – General education, Description – Writing in the Secondary School – ENG 4790 

As part of a larger curricular change, we wish to make ENGL 4790 a course that fulfills the baccalaureate  
writing (BW) requirement for the secondary education English (ENSJ) major. 

CAS 15-63 (SC) – New course – Introduction to English Education – ENGL 2790 
The course seeks to give students an early overview of the Secondary Education major in English including 
the requirements, preparations for challenging tests and courses, and what to expect in the professional  
life of a teacher beyond graduation. 

CAS 15-64 (AP) – Revised major – English Major:  Secondary Education Curriculum 
This revised major includes a new introductory course (2790), a new course requirement in the area of  
writing/rhetoric/communication (chosen from a list of 4 options), and updates course options to include 
new or relevant courses in three areas.  Students will need to earn a minimum grade of a CB (rather than 
a C) for course that will be counted in the major. 

CAS 15-65 (AP) – Revised minor – English Minor:  Secondary Education Curriculum 
This revised minor includes a new introductory course (2790), a new requirement that course in both  
British and American literature be taken, a new requirement that Adolescent literature be taken, a new 
requirement that a course in world literature be taken, a new requirement that a course in language  
study be taken, and updates course options to include new or relevant courses in three areas.  Students  
will need to earn a minimum grade of a CB (rather than a C) for courses that will be counted in the minor. 

 

Art and Sciences 
CAS15-68 (AP) – New minor – Legal Studies 

This proposal would establish an interdisciplinary minor in Legal Studies, to be housed in the College of 
Arts and Sciences (GAS) coordinated by an advisory board consisting of representative faculty from the 
primary departments and programs with courses included in the program, including the Departments of 
History, Political Science, and Sociology, and, as an ex-officio member, the Associate Dean for Curriculum 
in Arts and Sciences. The advisory board is responsible for ensuring the continuity and consistency of 
course offerings and academic advising, approving any changes to the program curriculum, and 
addressing other curricula issues as they may arise from time to time. The College of Arts and Sciences is 
responsible for advising responsibilities. 
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CAS15-69 (SC) – New course – Topics in Legal Studies – A-S 5100 
This course is being created as part of the new proposed accelerated program with WMU Thomas Cooley 
School of Law. Students enrolled in the accelerated program will be able to double-count up to 18 of the 
24 credits taken in their first year at Cooley at WMU.  Under an articulation agreement to be completed 
between the two institutions, those 18 credits will transfer back to WMU under A-S 5100: Topics in Legal 
Studies. The course could also be used for upper level special topics offerings as part of the proposed 
Legal Studies minor. 
 

 
CAS 15-71 (AP) – New major – Sustainable Craft Brewing 

The Sustainable Craft Brewing Science program, a partnership between WMU and KVCC, is an 
interdisciplinary 4-year curriculum that will help position students to enter the craft beer field in a variety 
of roles.  It comes out of more than a year of research by faculty from CAS and other colleges and is 
supported by an external advisory board with members from the top breweries in the state.  This General 
Science track is an interdisciplinary major housed in the college of Arts and Sciences.  It will be overseen 
by a Coordinating Team consisting of faculty from the Biological Sciences department and the program in 
Environmental and Sustainability Studies.  The Coordinating Team will be responsible for supervising and 
modifying curricula and for student advising (in consultation with the CAS Advising Office and the CAS 
Dean’s Office. 

CAS 15-72 (SC) – New course – Sustainable Craft Brewing – A-S 3500 
This course is being created as part of the new proposed major in Sustainable Craft Brewing.  Students 
completing the Brewing Certificate at Kalamazoo Valley Community College (KVCC) or other programs 
approved by the program’s faculty coordinating committee and external advisory board. 

 
CAS 15-74 (SC) – Pre or Co-requisites, Title and Description - GEOG 4600 

The changes to GEOG 4600 include changing the title and course description to better reflect the course 
content and changing the pre-requisite courses to align with the changes made to the course prefix and 
number by the College of Education and Human Development. 

CAS 15-75 (AP) – Revised minor – Social Studies Major Geography Minor 
The change to this minor includes the new title, course description, and pre-requisite courses for  
GEOG 4600. This change does not change the number of courses or anything about the major except to 
reflect these changes to the course. 

CAS 15-76 (AP) – Revised minor – Teaching of Geography:  Secondary Education Minor 
The change to this minor includes the new title, course description, and pre-requisite courses for  
GEOG 4600. This change does not change the number of courses or anything about the major except to 
reflect these changes to the course. 

CAS 15-77 (AP) – Revised major – Teaching of Geography:  Seconding Education Major  
The change to this major includes the new title, course description, and pre-requisite courses for  
GEOG 4600. This change does not change the number of courses or anything about the major except to 
reflect these changes to the course. 

 
CAS 15-78 (SC) – New course – Climatology – GEOG 6250 

To create a new course, Geog. 6250 Climatology, and add it to the geography graduate program in the 
Environmental and Resource Analysis concentration as an elective course. 

CAS 15-79 (SC) – New course – Disaster Management – GEOG 6260 
This proposal creates GEOG 6260: Disaster Management. The course has been taught 3 times since 2011, 
but has been taught under the generic heading GEOG 6200: Seminar in Physical Geography.  Creating a 
dedicated course to the topic acknowledges faculty expertise in this area, strengthens the list of 
permanent electives for the Environmental & Resource Analysis concentration, and clarifies the material 
covered when the course is listed on student transcripts 

CAS 15-80 (AP) – Revised major – Master of Science in Geography 
 This proposal makes the following changes to the current Master of Arts in Geography degree: 

1.  Change the name of the degree from Master of Arts in Geography to Master of Science in Geography. 
2.  Change the name of the Geographic Techniques concentration to GIScience.   
3.  Reduce the minimum credit hours for the Community Development & Planning concentration from 36 
to 35 
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 4.  Add GEOG 6240 Seminar in Biogeography, GEOG 6250 Climatology, GEOG 6260 Disaster Management, 
GEOG 6300 Climate Change and Geography, and GEOG 671O Landscape Ecology and Regional Planning to 
the Environmental and Resource Analysis concentration. 
5.  Remove CORP 5440 Outdoor Recreation: Resources and Planning from the Environmental and 
Resource Analysis concentration 
6.  Replace the two-course requirement under the Environmental Analysis & Resource Analysis 
concentration with "Complete at least 15 credit hours from the following courses". 

CAS 15-81 (SC) – Course number - Climate Change and Geography – GEOG 6300 
To enhance our MS program and revise the current GEOG 5300, GEOG 6300 Climate Change and 
Geography, and add it to the geography major as an elective course. The course will be a special course 
that can be taken by graduate students. An instructor's consent is required for all graduate students. 

CAS 15-82 (SC) – New Course – Seminar in Biogeography – GEOG 6240 
This proposal creates GEOG 6240: Seminar in Biogeography. The course has been taught 6 times since 
2006, but has been taught under the generic heading ‘GEOG 6200: Seminar in Physical Geography’. 
Creating a dedicated course to the topic acknowledges faculty expertise in this area, strengthens the list 
of permanent electives for the Environmental and Resource Analysis concentration, and clarifies the 
material covered when the course is listed on student transcripts. 

 

Gender and Women’s Studies 
CAS 15-85 (SC, MC) – General Education, Title – GWS 3500 

We would like to change the course title and change the general education designation from Area III to 
Area V. 

 

Comparative Religion 
CAS 15-33  (SC) – New course, General Education – REL 3111 – Superhero Comic Book Religion 

New course is intended to diversify our course offerings for religion majors and minors, and those who 
use religion courses to satisfy general education requirements.  It has been designed to add to our course 
offerings that address intersections of religion and American media and popular culture, and cultural 
forms of religions expression. 

CAS 15-88 (AP) – New degree, Master of Arts in Spirituality, Culture, and Health 
The online graduate certificate in Spirituality, Culture, and Health started as a new program in fall of 2012.  
The program serves a national audience and provides a certification that prepares health and human 
service professionals to serve as an internal consultant on diversity, inclusion, cultural competence, and 
the impact of spirituality and religion on patient/client outcomes and care.  Given the experience we have 
had in reaching out to potential students and health care organizations over the past 2 years, we believe 
we can better serve the students and organizations that the program was created for by expanding the 18 
credit hour online certificate program to a 30 credit hour online Master of the Arts degree. 

 

Arts and Sciences 
CAS 15-70 Other – Accelerated Degree Program with WMU Thomas Cooley Law School 

This proposal would establish an accelerated degree program for College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) 
students in any major wishing to pursue a JD degree at the WMU Thomas Cooley School of Law (hereafter 
Cooley).  As with other Accelerated Graduate Degree Programs (AGDP) at WMU, this program would 
allow students to begin accumulating credits toward completion of an advanced degree while still 
enrolled as undergraduates.  However, since the program is affiliated with the Cooley Law School rather 
than an existing WMU or CAS unit, it is structured somewhat differently.  Modeled on the approach of 
undergraduate Criminal Justice majors who receive credit for courses taken in the Police Academy at 
Kalamazoo Valley Community College, this proposal would allow students accepted into the program to 
enroll in A-S 5100:  Topics in Legal Studies, which will be scheduled in cooperation with Cooley Law School 
and cross-listed with traditional first-year law courses.  Students in the program will be allowed to count 
up to 18 credits of the 24 credits taken in their first at Cooley toward both their bachelor’s degree at 
WMU and their JD degree at Cooley.  Successful completion of 18 credits of A-S 5100 (with a grade of “C” 
or better in each course) will also constitute successful completion of the CAS minor in Legal Studies. 


