
 Western Michigan University
_________________________________________________________________ 

Graduate College

2015-16 Gwen Frostic Doctoral Fellowship 

NOTE: THIS APPLICATION HAS CHANGED 

Deadline: Monday, November 16, 2015, by 5:00 p.m.

The Graduate College announces the Fall 2015 competition for the Gwen Frostic 
Doctoral Fellowships, which are funded generously from an endowment made 
possible by the late poet, artist, and naturalist, Gwen Frostic, a WMU alumna, Class 
of 1929. Awards are given to assist recipients with the completion of doctoral 
dissertations in ALL disciplines at WMU. 

Eligibility: 

Nominees must have a Dissertation Proposal Approval Form (NOT THE PROPOSAL) filed with the Graduate 
College, and must be (a.) in good academic standing; (b.) an enrolled student; (c.) will have met the 
residency requirement, if applicable: be enrolled full time in two consecutive semesters in an academic year: 
enrollment in both summer sessions is equivalent to one semester; and (d.) demonstrate progress toward 
degree completion. 

Selection Criteria: 

Proposals are competitive and should reflect a significant contribution to the field; should place the research 
within the context of current literature; demonstrate how the scholarship advances the field; represents 
sound methodology, scope, theoretical framework; and be well written for review by a general audience. 

Award: 

Frostic Doctoral Fellowships of up to $4,000 will be disbursed to recipients for defraying education expenses, 
including (a.) tuition and fees; (b.) cost of research materials, and travel. Funds must be spent in the calendar 
year (365 days) following disbursement of the award, which terminates when the doctoral degree has been 
conferred upon an award recipient. 
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Faculty Nomination Process: 

The student is nominated by the dissertation advisor OR the department/graduate program advisor OR the department 
chair via ONE Letter of Nomination (on University letterhead) indicating: (a.) significance of the dissertation research as 
it is situated in the respective discipline; (b.) the student’s academic/scholarly accomplishments; (c.) the scholarly 
scientific promise of the student, and (d.) any other elements that will distinguish the student’s nomination. The letter 
should also include the name of ONE additional faculty member who may be contacted during the application process. 
Send letters directly in PDF to graduate-center@wmich.edu. Label as follows: 

Letter-Frostic-STUDENT’S FIRST AND LAST NAME 

Repeat this information in the Subject Heading of your email. Please do not send letters to Dr. Di Pierro. 

Student Nominee Process: 

It is the student’s responsibility to coordinate all requirements of this application. Please make sure all materials 
in the student nominee process - Parts A, B, and C  (Sections 1-6)  - are organized in order as indicated below. 

Do not include the instruction pages in your application. Nominees must submit ONE, SINGLE PDF file 
including: (A) the Application Form, (B) the Dissertation Proposal Approval Form, and (C) Sections 1-6. NOTE: 
Sections 1-3 must NOT exceed 8 pages in length double-spaced, INCLUDING REFERENCES. Use 12-point 
font, Times New Roman or Calibri. Each respective section should address the following: 

Section 1: His/Her qualifications for the Fellowship 
Section 2: The venue in which the research has been or will be presented or recognized in 
publications, presentations, and by awards, etc. 
Section 3: A summary of the proposal/prospectus, suitable for an audience of non-experts or for a 
general readership. This summary, which must be clearly labeled and placed in order, should include the 
following elements:

3-a.  A statement of the problem 
3-b.  Purpose of the research 
3-c.  Significance/ Innovativeness of the research 
3-d.  Description of the method 
3-e.  Description of the project within the disciplinary context and relevant literature 
3-f.   Brief statement that addresses why the project is worthy of the award 
3-g.   A budget for expenses directly related to the dissertation 
3-h.  Timeline to completion of the utilization of funding 

Section 4: A current curriculum vitae
Section 5: Letter from Research Compliance, on University letterhead only, if research involves human 
subjects, hazardous materials, DNA, animals, etc. 
Section 6: Checklist (with student’s signature: do NOT type your signature) 

Submission Instructions:  Please assemble ALL materials (Parts A, B, and C) into ONE, SINGLE PDF  file 
and send electronically ONLY to graduate-center@wmich.edu by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, November 16, 2015. 
Please do not send applications to Dr. Di Pierro.
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First Name:

Application 
Middle Initial:

WMU WIN Number: Student's WMU E-mail Address: Secondary E-mail:

Telephone: Department: Degree Program Name:

Title of Dissertation:

E-mail Address of Faculty Writing Letter of Nomination:

Date of Admission to Your Doctoral Program:

1. Will you be able to complete the dissertation during the award period (Fall 2015 - Fall 2016)?

2. Has this project been submitted for review for research compliance: HSIRB/ IACUC/ Recombinant
DNA Safety Committee/ Radiation Safety Committee?

3. If Yes: Check below which body reviewed the project. (See checklist for information).

HSIRB IACUC RDSC RSC N/A

4. Have you received departmental funding (NOT a DA, DGA or GA) for your dissertation research?

Last Name:

If yes, indicate the amount. Put N/A if not applicable.5.
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6. Do you currently hold a DA, DGA or GA position?
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7. Have you previously received any other source of funding for your dissertation research?

8. If yes, indicate the name(s) of the source(s) and the amount(s) awarded. If no, put N/A.

ATTENTION: 

Only complete applications will be reviewed. In order for an application to be considered 
complete: 

1. All attachments must be clearly labeled.

2. All attachments must be placed into the same order indicated in the Check List.

3. Place the Application Form, the Dissertation Proposal Approval Form, and Sections 1-6 into
ONE, SINGLE PDF document.

4. Send the ONE, SINGLE PDF document to graduate-center@wmich.edu by the deadline.

Label the PDF document as follows: 

Application - Frostic - Student's FIRST AND LAST NAME 

Repeat this information in the Subject Heading of your email.

SIGNATURE OF AGREEMENT: 

I have truthfully completed this application as accurately and completely as possible. I also accept and 
acknowledge all conditions of the award for which I am applying, and acknowledge that I must meet all 
conditions of eligibility, in order to receive an award from the Gwen Frostic Doctoral Fellowships. 

Signature of Nominee: Date:
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IMPORTANT: Please print off, sign, scan the signature page back into the application in order to 
include this page with your application. Electronic signatures are NOT permitted.
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Gwen Frostic Doctoral Fellowship Checklist

A) The Gwen Frostic Doctoral Fellowship Application Form
B) The Dissertation Proposal Approval Form
Section 1: His/ Her qualifications for the Fellowship
Section 2: The venue in which the research has been or will be presented or recognized in 

publications, presentation, and by awards, etc.
Section 3: A summary of the proposal/prospectus that includes the following elements: 

 3-a. A statement of the problem
3-b. Purpose of the research
3-c. Significance/ Innovativeness of the research
3-d. Description of the method
3-e. Description of the project within the disciplinary context and relevant literature
3-f. Brief statement that addresses why the project is worthy of the fellowship
3-g. A budget for expenses directly related to the dissertation
3-h. Timeline to completion of the utilization of funding

Section 4: A current curriculum vitae.
Section 5: Letter from Research Compliance, on University letterhead only, if applicable 
Section 6: Checklist (with student’s signature: do NOT type your signature) 
Attachments are clearly labeled

Signature of Nominee: Date:

5

Attachments are placed in the order specified in the Checklist

Application and attachments are placed into ONE, SINGLE PDF document

Ensure Letter of Nomination is sent to graduate-center@wmich.edu by deadline (on University letterhead)
Letter of Approval or other document (e.g. email, etc.) for under enrollment, if applicable 

CHECK LIST COMPLETE

APPLICATION COMPLETE
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