
THE WMU DISTINGUISHED FACULTY SCHOLAR AWARD 

 

Call for Nominations 
Due Thursday, February 1, 2018 

 
The Distinguished Faculty Scholar Committee is seeking nominations for the University's Distinguished 
Faculty Scholar Award.  This award, first given in 1978, recognizes outstanding artistic, literary, 
philosophical, historical, technical, or scientific achievement bringing wide recognition from the academic 
community beyond the Western Michigan University campus.   

 
NATURE OF THE AWARD 

 

Up to three awards may be made each year. Each recipient of the Distinguished Faculty Scholar Award will 
receive a recognition plaque and an honorarium of $2,000 that becomes part of the recipient’s base salary. 
Each recipient will be invited to present a lecture, exhibition, or performance for the University community. 
These will typically be scheduled for the fall or spring semester in which the Awards are announced. 

 
ELIGIBILITY 

 

All current, continuing Board-appointed persons with faculty rank are eligible. Nominees must have at least 
seven academic years of service at Western Michigan University prior to nomination for the Award. No 
individual may receive the award more than once. 

 
NOMINATION PROCEDURE 

 

Nominations may be made by any member of the university community including retired faculty members. 
Faculty may wish to nominate a colleague or colleagues. Self-nomination is also acceptable. All nominations 
must be supported by at least two sponsors, at least one of whom must be from within the University.  

The nominator should: 
1. Nomination form 

2. Two sponsoring letters—the candidate cannot be considered a sponsor 

3. A minimum of three additional letters of recommendation from outside of the University 
addressing the nominee’s professional achievements. 

4. Current academic vita 

5. Reflections by nominees on their developments as scholars or creative artists. This free form piece 
of writing not to exceed 5 typed pages, 12 font single space will inform the Committee on the 
course of the nominee’s creative career.  

6. Suggested topics for the reflections are: a description of their field of scholarly work, the particular 
problems or issues that they have addressed, the contributions they have made in solving the 
problems and settling issues in their chosen field(s) with references to the academic vita, the 
future direction of their research, and major contributions to their area of expertise. 

7. Other documentation: For the convenience of the nominee, an attachment may be added that the 
nominee wishes the Committee to know but has not been requested. 

8. Sample of works: Provide a sufficiently representative sample of works to the Selection 
Committee electronically. 

The committee’s decision on award recipients will be made on the basis of the above materials only. 

 

 

 

 



ACADEMIC VITA CONTENT 

Provide a detailed VITA including; 

 List all academic degrees. Degree, year, field(s), institution, and country if degree was earned outside 
of the U.S. If necessary, explain the nature of the degree; 

 List all academic appointments held, beginning with highest rank at WMU. Include all pertinent 
information about these positions (years, ranks, institutions, tenure); 

 List major areas of expertise of scholarly or creative activities; 

 Professional activities in the field of expertise, such as editorship, offices held in professional 
associations, juror for exhibitions, etc; 

 Other professional experiences not listed previously; 

 Books and book chapters; 

 Artistic works displayed in juried major exhibitions; 

 Theatrical or musical creations (prizes awarded and performances in well-known important venues); 

 Articles in refereed journals or similar publications; 

 Scientific research reports or similar works in professional journals or publications; 

 Refereed conference proceedings; 

 Presentations connected with conferences in field of expertise. 

 Listing of papers read, service as a panelist and chair list of invited lectures and presentations; 

 Externally funded grants and contracts awarded; 

 Patents 

 Honors granted by academic institutions or associations of appropriate scientific, literary, artistic or 
other professional standing. Give date received, name of the honor, entity bestowing it, describe the 
rules, standards and numerical limits governing the bestowing of the honor. 

 Won prizes or similar important recognition's; 

 Other accomplishments; 

 Other publications; 

NOMINATIONS NOT AWARDED 

Applications for previous nominees who were not selected and who wish to be considered in subsequent years 
need to update and resubmit materials before being considered again. 

DUE DATE 

Please submit the completed Nomination Form electronically by February 1 to: 
tonya.dean@wmich.edu 

Mail information to: 
Distinguished Faculty Scholar Award Selection Committee 
c/o Tonya Dean, Administrative Assistant Senior 
Office of Assessment and Undergraduate Studies 
B108 Henry Hall 
Western Michigan University 
Kalamazoo, MI  49008-5253 
(269) 387-0397

file:///C:/Users/sdaniels/AppData/Local/Temp/tonya.dean@wmich.edu


NOMINATION FORM: DISTINGUISHED FACULTY SCHOLAR 
 

Nominee:   __________ 
 

Nominee’s Department:    __________ 
 

Nominee's Number of Years at WMU for the 2017 – 18 academic year:   __________ 
 

Nominor Name:    __________ 
 

Nominor Department:    __________ 
 
Supporting Statement:  
Please provide a brief statement of the nominee’s accomplishments and evidence of wide professional 
recognition. A longer statement can be attached. 
 

 


