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It's Time to Celebrate! Come On!

WESTERN
MICHIGAN

UNIVERSITY

Hello Aviation Alumni and Friends,

Yes, it time for a huge “Celebration” and the time to get signed up is right now. We
are beyond excited to announce the Excellence in Diversity Award recipient and the
Hall of Honor Class of 2023!

Excellence in Diversity Award Recipient:

¢ Lorna (Marcano) Ruble - WMU College of Aviation Alumna, Class of 2005
o Director of Aircraft Maintenance
o UPS

Hall of Honor Class of 2023:

 Ingrid Hairston- WMU College of Aviation Alumna, Class of 1988
o Vice President, Properties & Business Development
o Birmingham Airport Authority

o Sky Broncos- 1998 National Championship Team

First thing first, get signed up for the Aviation Recognition Dinner today!
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e When: Friday, Nov. 10 from 5:30 to 9 p.m.
e Where: Aviation Education Center
e Cost: $30 per person
e Sign up here!
e Can't Attend? How about sponsoring a student?
o If you are unable to attend, but willing to sponsor a student, please click

on the link above to register. Fill out your name and email, so we can
thank you for your support.

o When you go to check out, use Promo Code: ARD-Stud23

o This will subtract the cost of your registration. Remember, only do this is
you are NOT attending.

Alumni Feature

Check out the story below on our very own Rebekah Hainline. Earning her degree in
aviation flight science during the summer of 2021, Hainline is transitioning from CoA
CFl to Allegiant FO, taking advantage of the new pathway Allegiant recently signed
with WMU. While the pathway has been in place for a few months, Hainline is the
first Bronco to take advantage of the opportunity! Read her story by clicking the link
below! Remember, scroll to the bottom of the email for additional stories on College
of Aviation students, faculty and staff.

Winners!

Congratulation to Emily Bacinski, Ashley Shutler, and Wes Miller! You are the
winners from last months prize drawing. Please email tom.thinnes@wmich.edu with
your shirt size and shipping address. Once | receive it, we’ll get your prize in the mail
ASAP! Thank you to all that participated in last month’s survey/prize drawing. 72.5%
of you responded positively to keep the monthly prize drawing a thing! For the other
27.5%, sorry! The people have spoken. Remember, submit every month to increase
your chances of winning a prize.

Fond Farewell

It is with mixed emotions that we announce the departure of Annie Quardokus. After
more than 20 years at WMU, Annie is continuing her career at Bissell Flight
Department in Grand Rapids. Her last day in the office was October 13. Annie has
been an integral part of the College of Aviation team, and her departure will result in
a void that will be difficult to fill. All of us at the CoA wish Annie all the best in her
future endeavors.
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News, Events and Save the Dates!

SIGN UP NOW- The 2023 WMU Aviation Recognition Dinner on Friday, Nov.
10

o 5:30 p.m. - Cash Bar

o 6:15p.m. - Dinner

o 7p.m.-Program Begins

o Signup here!

o Sponsorships also available!

NIFA Regional Competition
o Hosted by Western Michigan University
= Location: College of Aviation
o Oct. 14to Oct. 22
o Support your Sky Broncos as they work hard to bring home another
regional championship!
Allegiant Air Pathway Signing Ceremony
o Thursday, Nov. 2 from 11 to 11:30 a.m.
o Aviation Education Center, Room 1801
Aviation Outlook Day
o Friday, April 5
13th Annual WMU Aviation Golf Outing
o Save the Date: Monday, June 10, 2024
o Many of your mentioned you don’t golf - don’t let that stop you from
attending! About 60% of our participants don’t golf either @ The golf
outing is about connecting, networking, having fun, and supporting a
great cause. At least think about it!
Upcoming Conference Participation- Dates Coming Soon
o NGPA
o Women in Aviation
o Sun'nFun
o PAPA
o OBAP
o LPA

Thanks for being great supporters! Please let us know how you are doing. Send
updates to tom.thinnes@wmich.edu! Don’t forget to submit your responses for
this month’s drawing. Click here for the opportunity to win amazing prizes!
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Go Broncos!
Tom

Tom Thinnes

Western Michigan University

College of Aviation

Recruitment, Marketing, and Outreach

It’s the Mainline for Hainline - Rebekah Pursues the Path with

Allegiant Air

Rebekah Hainline believes in not only paying it forward but also paying it backward.

The Battle Creek native has parlayed a two-year stint as a certified flight instructor
(CFI) for the WMU College of Aviation into her selection as a first officer for Allegiant
Air through its career-pathway Accelerate program.

Not bad for a person whose family had no links to the aviation industry other than
regular attendance at Field of Flight air shows that have entertained her Southwest
Michigan home community for decades. Plus, her travels through higher education
in pursuit of a degree in aviation flight science awarded in the summer of 2021
encountered as much turbulence as it did smooth sailing.
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Inclusion and justice for all

WMU'’s new associate provost for equity-centered initiatives in academic affairs is a

national leader in educational equity and a proponent of systemically advancing
inclusion and justice for all. Read more about Dr. Cristdbal Rodriguez. "

Turfe elected new vice chair for WMU Board of Trustees
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Alan Turfe brings a wealth of experience and a distinguished career that spans
various industries including automotive, e-commerce, metals, medical devices,
biotechnology, life sciences and pharmacy.

e Any Einstein can fly a plane. It takes a special kind to jump out of one - the SkyDive

Broncos!

e Rising up with Riley Trygstad - taking to the skies and piloting her path

e New name for WMU program reflects commitment to support students' Essential

Needs

e |gnite potential, purpose and possibility with a planned gift
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So that all may learn

Donations made today are an investment in
providing unique opportunities for students
and pave a pathway for generations to come,
ensuring that ‘all may learn” at WMU.

ALUMNI

ASSOCIATION

m f X ©

College of Aviation | University Advancement

1903 W Michigan Ave, Kalamazoo MI 49008-5403

Give Now | WMUalumni.org | Contact Us | Your Profile | Unsubscribe
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