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August 2023 Newsletter

Hello Aviation Alumni and Friends,

Summer is winding down and our Fall 2023 semester is ramping up! As the University

starts the 2023-24 fiscal year strong, we are excited to be welcoming another strong class

of incoming new students. Some of you may remember your experience with WMU's Fall

Welcome programming and our Academic College Kick Off event. It’s always been a great

way for us to build community between our students within the College of Aviation early.

We’re thrilled to see how this year’s Fall Welcome event encourages and excites our new

students as they get settled in for a great year ahead.

We’re so glad to have seen so many of you at the EAA AirVenture show in Oshkosh, WI last

month! Thanks for making the stop by our booth. We hope you had a great time! To those

who attended this year’s annual OBAP conference, thanks for stopping by! It was great to

reconnect with you all! If you missed us at either of those two events, we’re looking

forward to the Latino Pilot’s Association Conference in September next, so keep us on your

list and remember, you can always come by the College of Aviation when you’re in the area

to say hi!

Alumni Feature
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This month we feature one of our Aviation Management and Operations Alumni, Arvin

Sierra. Graduating from WMU in 2019, Sierra has cultivated a successful career for himself

with Kalitta Air. Read more about his journey by visiting our alumni blog! Don’t forget,

we're always looking to keep up with our WMU Aviation Alumni, so be sure to reach out

and connect with us to be featured in one of our upcoming Alumni Blog stories too! Want

to keep up with more of your fellow Bronco Aviators? Scroll to the bottom of the email for

additional stories on College of Aviation students, faculty and staff.

If you haven’t heard, Western Michigan University has entered into a purchase agreement

with Cirrus Aircraft for 32 brand new TRAC SR Series aircraft. Please click here for the

official announcement from Cirrus.

News, Events and Save the Dates!

Upcoming Industry Events

Are you planning on attending any of the following events? If so, make sure to

stop by the WMU College of Aviation booth. You never know? Maybe we'll have

a gift or two for you!

Latino Pilots Association Conference- September 13, Kissimmee, FL

Thanks for being great supporters! Please let us know how you are doing. Send updates to

tom.thinnes@wmich.edu!

Go Broncos!

Cadence Joan Warr

On Behalf of Tom Thinnes

Western Michigan University

College of Aviation 

Recruitment, Marketing, and Outreach

Take a look at the new heart of campus
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When students return to campus for the new fall semester, they’re going to have a brand-

new place to gather, study and eat; it’s big, and it’s a beauty! By Monday, Aug. 21, nearly all

locations will be open for regular fall hours, the multi-venue dining center will open for the

campus community and the public on Monday, Aug. 28, and the grand opening

celebration is set for Tuesday, Aug. 29. Check out the Student Center website for more

info!

READ MORE

Kalamazoo walking tours celebrate 20th year
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Since 2002, Western Michigan University’s Zhang Legacy Collections Center curator Lynn

Houghton has led historic walks throughout the Kalamazoo community, highlighting the

rich past and present of the area. Having missed two years worth of tours in 2020 and 2021

due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Houghton is celebrating 20 years of tours in 2023.

READ MORE

Lend a hand! Sign up by 11:59 pm tonight to help new students during move-in on Aug 24-

26.

Western grad students break down communication barriers, empower parents with

language class.
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