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January 2023 Newsletter

January’s Jam-Packed Monthly Journal!

Hello Aviation Alumni and Friends,

In full disclosure, I’m not a big “New Year, New You, New Opportunities” kind of person. If

transitioning from one year to the next is so transformational, maybe we should start

celebrating New Month’s Eve too! All silliness aside, with the changing of the calendars, I

figured it was a good time to update you on all of the changes that are taking place at the

College of Aviation. While I may think it to be a little bit of “pseudo-science” – the new year

of 2023 is stacking up to be a doozie!

Welcome to our new dean, Dr. Raymond Thompson. Dean Thompson has dedicated more

than 40 years to aviation and aerospace education, including 13 of those years at Western

Michigan University, serving as our associate dean. Make sure to read the news article for

the official announcement!
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We’re also very excited about many things that will be taking place over the next

year. So, make sure you keep your eyes peeled each month for the newsletter.

The first order of business – you asked for it, you got it. Many of you continue to ask

for College of Aviation alumni items. Coming soon to Captain Dave’s Aviation

Emporium there will be brand new College of Aviation Alumni Flags! (Okay I admit

it. This isn’t a HUGE announcement, but I got to give you something to start with!)

ATTENTION GARRETT WILLIAMS, AARON JONES, KARL WACKER, ASHLEY LUCAS,

AND EMMA HUGHES! You are all December’s winner. Call it a holiday hangover,

January generosity, or whatever you want! Congratulations to our winners. Every

month you have the opportunity to enter into the monthly drawing. All it takes is a

click or two! For our winners, please contact tom.thinnes@wmich.edu and I’ll get

your gift shipped out to you ASAP.

News, Events and Save the Dates!

SAVE THE DATE – The 2023 WMU Aviation Golf Outing

Monday, June 12, 2023

Register now and save $20

Enter in the Promo Code: "EarlyBird2023"
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Promo Code valid until January 31, 2023 at 11:59 p.m.

Yep! I messed up. Apparently, the code had a little error in it. To make

sure you don’t miss out, I’ve extended the Early Bird discount until

the end of January

SAVE THE DATE – Aviation Outlook Day

Friday, April 7, 2023

If you know of companies that may be interested in hiring Broncos,

please connect them with tom.thinnes@wmich.edu

In case you’re not aware – we post aviation jobs on our webpage. If

you have a job, or want to review them, please check out the page

SAVE THE DATE – WMU Aviation Fly-In: Hosted by Alpha Eta Rho

Saturday, April 8, 2023

Lastly, the Education for Employment’s aviation program in Kalamazoo is looking

for an airplane that their high school students can utilize in the program. The EFE

program is focused on introducing juniors and seniors in Kalamazoo County to the

aviation industry. The current instructor is looking for a donated aircraft to help

with its overall mission. The aircraft does NOT need to be airworthy. If you know of

anything, please let me know.

Thanks for being great supporters! Please let us know how you are doing. Send

updates to tom.thinnes@wmich.edu!

Go Broncos!

Tom Thinnes

Western Michigan University

College of Aviation

Recruitment, Marketing and Outreach

Thanks for making it to the end! Now that you’re here, enter this month’s prize

drawing. Click Here!

Put your brown & gold to the test to see how WMU you are

Calling all Bronco fans to join us at WMU Night at the Detroit Pistons
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