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Deep Structures of Inequality in America

• 1619 to 2019:
• 400 years since the first slaves were brought to this 

country
• Slavery lasted for 246 (62%) of those 400 years until 

1865
• Jim Crow lasted another 100 years
• Slavery plus Jim Crow = 346 years 87% of our history



1620 1640 1660 1680 1700 1720 1740 1760 1780 1800 1820 1840 1860 1880 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 2020
Slavery Slavery JimCrow Plessy v. Jim Crow 
begins Ends Begins Ferguson Laws End

African Americans Mass Incarceration 
Voter Suppression Southern Strategy
Ku Klux Klan De-segregation stalls
Racial Hatred Increases Equality Gains Stall

Anglo-Powhatan Indians  killed or moved west Trail of Wounded
Wars- Virginia Indian Tears Knee

Manifest Destiny Removal

Act US Conquers Spanish-American
One-Third  of War
Mexican Land

White Anglo Saxon Protestant Chinese National Origins Act "Muslim Ban"
WASP Rule Anti-Irish Exclusion "Border Wall"

Nativism/ Anti-German Act Anti-Catholic
Anti-immigrant Know Japanese

Nothing Anti-Semetic Internment 
Party Camps

Anti German



Dramatic Rise in Income Inequality in the US







From “The Rise in Incarceration in the United 
States,” National Research Council, 2014



Life Expectancy in Kalamazoo County
Black-White Gap at Birth

• Kalamazoo: 5.4 years gap - black-white gap in life 
expectancy at birth 

• US: 3.6 years - black-white gap in life expectancy at birth

• White Life Expectancy:   78.8 Years
• Equal to 52nd in world ranking

• 51  Bahrain
• 52   Kalamazoo (white)
• 52   Chile
• 53   Cyprus

• Black Life Expectancy:    73.3 Years
• Equal to 132nd in world ranking

• 131  Vietnam
• 132  Kalamazoo (black)
• 133  Bangladesh
• 134  Nicaragua

* Source:  National Center for Health Statistics 

Gap at Age 40 by Income Percentile

Percentile Men Women

5th 72.8 78.0
10th 74.5 81.7

25th 77.8 82.8

50th 82.9 84.7

75th 84.1 88.2

90th 87.3 88.9

95th 89.0 89.2

M F
5th to 95th percentile gap       15.21 11.2
10th to 90th percentile gap     12.79 7.22
25th to 75th percentile gap       6.49 5.41

* Source: Raj Chetty, The Health Inequality Project  



Action Agenda

• Get Woke –
• Awareness
• Moral Indignation

• Get informed –
• not just about statistics documenting inequities
• not just anecdotes…
• … but about how systemic inequality is structured

• Take action
• Organize
• Vote
• Make it your business to be a champion for equity in the spirit of Dr. King
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