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Introduction: 
 
Since being hired at the Office for Sustainability for the student graphic design position, I 
have had various projects that I have been working on.  One of the long-term projects that 
I started recently is rebranding the promotion materials for the Office for Sustainability. 
Various pieces of this system are the brochures and handouts with information about 
what is happening at the Office for Sustainability. At this time, all of this information is 
laid out slightly different and there is no real system in place. The only thing that was 
similar about of the current products was that they all featured the WeSustain logo. 
Another project that I have been working on since I have been hired is a new logo for the 
Gibbs House. The current logo for the Gibbs House is working, but it could use an update 
in appearance. The goal for the new logo is that it will create a clear symbol that people 
will remember and think of when they think of the Gibbs House. The colors that are 
being used in this logo are parallel to the current logo that exists for WeSustain, and will 
behave in a similar way. The goal for all graphic design projects that are created and 
completed at the Office for Sustainability is to create a system and identity. It’s important 
to display the information without decoration that is easy for people to understand from 
the first moment that they look at it.  
 
Methods and Results: 
 
When I was working on the various projects over this semester, I referenced a lot of 
projects that have been done previously for the Office for Sustainability. When I looked 
at what past designers for the office have made, some of the aspects of the design works, 
while other parts of it do not work. This process was not overly difficult, because it was 
clear to me after I looked at past projects what was working and what was not successful. 
I took the best parts of the design and reincorporated them into what I was making. For 
example, in the process of making the brochures, I took the best aspects from the Gibbs 
House one and reincorporated it to fit all of the brochures.  
 
The main challenge to all of the projects that I have worked on so far is working within 
the Visual Identity System that Western Michigan University has set for Typography. 
The four typefaces that Western Michigan University has set for their system is 
Garamond, Trade Gothic, Univers and Notepad. This limits what type can be used for the 
promotional items. However, there are also some good relationships in the type due to 
these restrictions. Univers and Trade Gothic are good for headlines and Garamond is 
good for body text due to the Serif type being easier to read at small scales on print. 
There have been some similar struggles with the similar system that is set up on what can 



		

and can’t be done with the WeSustain logo. However within these restrictions, there 
exists a beautiful relationship between text and image.   
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Commentary, Reflection, and Next Steps: 
 
Both of these projects are still in progress, so naturally the next step is to finish them. I 
believe that the Gibbs House logo is closer to being finished than the promotional 
materials. So naturally, the next step would be to finish them. For the Gibbs House, there 
is two examples that the logo could be. Both are deigned around a square shape, and thus 
is a shape that works within a lot of systems. Example A behaves as a shadow, with the 
shape cut out. Example B is the negative of this. Both examples are strong logos, and 
within a few changes, could transform into a successful logo that is used. Both of the 
examples for a brochure still need some work, but have come a long way. The first 
example features a simpler layout, and has copy from the current Gibbs House brochure. 
The second example is a little more experimental, although still successful as a design. 
The changes to both of these projects will happen over the Winter break, and into the first 
part of the next semester. Both of these projects can be finished in not too much time, and 
are well on their way to being successful designs.  
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