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Sustainability Goals:   

2. High quality of life for everyone 

1. Low overall impact on ecosystem services/person 

WWF Living Planet Report



WMU  Office  for  Sustainability:  Mission 
Sept.	30,	2010	

	

	The  mission  of  the  Office  for  Sustainability  is 
to  guide  and  assist  the  Western  Michigan  
University   community  in  fulfilling  and  growing  
its  sustainability  commitments.    Through  
building  a  diverse  and   flourishing  learning  
community  around  sustainability,  we  will  
continually  explore  and  develop  new   
opportunities  to  create  a  culture  of  
sustainability  and  improve  quality of  life  for  
all.
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Never doubt that a group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world. 
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.		
	 	 	 	 										Margaret	Mead	







Insert	2-3	pictures/examples	of	projects	



SSG Fall 2010–Spring 2015 totals
•  55 SSG Projects
•  $350,000 Available
•  $245,616 Requested

•  $207,000 Allocated





Annual SSG Deadlines
	
Proposals are due at 11:59 p.m. the 
Thursday before Thanksgiving (fall 
allocation) and 11:59 p.m. the Thursday 
before Spring Break (spring allocation).











Take the next step towards sustainable living in the

   
Be a part of our Gibbs 
House Permaculture 
Development Project! 

Apply for the 2015 fellowship: Submit by March 30, 2015

Monthly potlucks, updates, info sessions, and application: 

wmich.edu/sustainability/opportunities/gibbs

Gibbs House Fellows work on campus sustainability projects and 

programs while living in the historic Gibbs House. The program 

runs from August 15, 2015 through July 15, 2016. 

Gibbs House
Fellowship Program

APPLY NOW!

Student Research

Community Events

Leadership Development

Applied Learning  

Sustainability Education

Extensive Gardens

Perennial Food Forest

Hoop Houses

Food Preservation

Natural Building

Alternative Energy

Permaculture





Wesustain 2015 Spring  
Internship Applications are 
due:

   December 1st

Gibbs Fellowship 2016-2017
Applications are due: 

  March 30th







Sustainability Video Archive

https://www.youtube.com/user/WMUSustainability/videos



Sustainability
Leadership Summit  

The schedule of events: 

11:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.  

Leadership Summit Panel Discussion 
(Kirsch Auditorium)  

1:30 p.m.   — 3:20 p.m.     

Poster/Networking Session  
(Fetzer Atrium)  

3:30 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.      

Keynote address presented by David 
F. Hales (Kirsch Auditorium)

All events are free and open 
to the public

wmich.edu/sustainability/events/summit

Thursday, March 27th, 2014
11am - 5pm in Fetzer Center

Event Sponsored by:  College of Arts and Sciences • College of Aviation • College of Education and Human Development •  College of Engineering and Applied Sciences 
 College of Fine Arts • College of Health and Human Services • Haworth College of Business Center for Sustainable Business Practices  

Haenicke Institute for Global Education • Extended University Programs • Lee Honors College  • Office for Sustainability • Office for Institutional Effectiveness  
StART Faculty Learning Community • Kalamazoo Nature Center • Southwest Michigan Sustainable Business Forum 

Event Series

Understory Farms
BioClub

Students for a 
Sustainable Earth

HARVEST
FEST 2014
The Gibbs House
4503 Parkview Avenue
(Please park at Newell Rubbermaid)

esustain

Parking/Music/Info:
www.wmich.edu/sustainability/events/harvest-festival

  
 

Apple Cider Pressing
Earth Oven Pizza

Student Groups
Potluck Goodness
(bring a dish)
Contradance

Live Music
October 24, 2014

4:00–8:00p.m.





The mission of the Office for Sustainability is to guide and assist the 
WMU community in fulfilling and growing its sustainability commitments. 
Through building a diverse and flourishing learning community 
around sustainability, WMU will continually explore and develop new 
opportunities to create a culture of sustainability and improve quality of 
life for all. Operations got underway during Fall 2012 in a newly renovated 
building at the corner of Howard Street and West Michigan Avenue. The 
space contains a mix of re-purposed furnishings and equipment and new 
sustainability technologies.  You have to tour it to take it all in.  Look for 
the Wesustain sign.

The new Zhang Legacy Collections Center hosts a range of historic 
documents and photographs including nearly 200-year-old news articles. 
The building was built to LEED Silver specifications. In addition, the 
building has an integrated geothermal heating and cooling system, which 
uses local temperature differences to heat or cool based on needs.

Sangren Hall is one of the newest buildings on campus and is a 
testament to WMU’s dedication to green buildings. An astonishing 
32% of materials used to construct the building were recycled.  During 
the tear down of the previous Sangren Hall, 93% of its materials were 
diverted from the landfill, totaling more than 29,000 tons. Sangren Hall 
hosts a green roof with plants that absorb rainfall and help insulate the 
building. The parking lot was constructed of porous asphalt so that 
heavy precipitation flows directly into the storm water basin beneath. The 
building is also the home of campus’ largest rooftop solar array.      

In 2007, a wind turbine was erected at The College of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences. The turbine features three six-foot blades, and can be 
seen off of the US-131 highway. Producing two kilowatts (kW) of power, 
the turbine can power ¼ of the electricity for an average home. Current 
plans include increasing the output of the turbine to five kilowatts in the 
near future. Dr. John Patten spearheaded the effort to bring this source or 
renewable energy to campus.

Oil to Mowers is a pilot project exploring the use of spent cooking oil 
as an alternative fuel source to support Western Michigan University’s 
commitment to carbon neutrality. After use in Dining Services campus 
fryers, soybean oil is super-filtered into a holding tank at the Bernhard 
Center loading dock for use in a diesel lawnmower. If successful, Oil to 
Mowers could be extended to larger, higher mileage vehicles in WMU’s 
fleet. At full implementation, the project could substantially reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions from consuming petro-diesel and save the 
University money.

The Gibbs House is a program of the WMU Office for Sustainability that provides 
experiential opportunities for students to live and learn in a dynamic residential 
setting. Year-long fellowships are offered for students who engage with and lead 
projects to enhance campus sustainability across a range of academic disciplines.  
The future development plan at the Gibbs House property features an extensive 
perennial food forest, annual vegetable garden, food preservation facilities, community 
education center, solar panels, and many other exciting resources to facilitate 
sustainability education at Western Michigan University. Stay tuned for information 
regarding future programming at the Gibbs House!

WMU has taken a leading role in implementing permaculture as a design concept 
for several projects on campus. The Community Garden on Stadium Drive is open 
to anyone in the community and is the largest known community garden in the 
Kalamazoo area. Last year, the 7,500 square foot community garden, consisting of 
25 different varieties of vegetables, yielded over 500 pounds of produce that was 
harvested and used on campus for educational and celebratory events.

WMU has gone above and beyond existing regulations with its stormwater 
management programs. Across campus, WMU has incorporated both 
retention and detention basins into the landscape. These basins collect 
water during periods of heavy precipitation and release it over time 
thereby reducing erratic flows, flooding, and erosion. Some of these 
basins are above ground and easily located, such as the one by the 
chemistry building, while others are below ground such as the massive 
basin beneath the Sangren parking lot. WMU showcases its dedication to 
proper management by also collaborating on stormwater programs within 
the local community.

WMU is a national leader for developing an EV charging station 
infrastructure. We have more than 20 charging stations, with 15 in front 
of the Miller Solar Array alone. Other locations include the Physical Plant, 
Sangren Hall, The Office for Sustainability, The Engineering Campus, and 
Welborn Hall. The use of the EV charging stations offset an impressive 
142,720 pounds of carbon emissions per year by utilizing vehicle battery 
packs as storage for excess power produced at the WMU Power Plant 
during the night. This offset reduces operation costs and green house 
gas emissions. The EV charging stations are used by five, all-electric work 
vans and a broad array of personal vehicles that are charged while on 
campus.  

Western Michigan University students have free access to municipal and 
University bus lines. Partnered with Metro Transit, the bus programs 
cover all areas of Main Campus, Parkview Campus, and Downtown 
Kalamazoo, allowing students to travel virtually anywhere in Kalamazoo 
County. Buses depart every half hour, lessening inconveniences 
associated with long wait times and facilitating the system’s use. All 
buses are equipped with a bike rack up front, so cyclists are welcome 
too! Students and riders can track their bus’ arrival via Bronco Mobile.

The Physical Plant Control Center is housed in the Facilities 
Management offices at the confluence of Stadium Drive, Oakland Drive, 
and Lovell Street. Facilities Management is responsible for managing all 
8 million square feet of university space, more than 65 miles of sidewalk 
and roadway, and 1,200 acres of university grounds. The Center is 
technologically advanced and integrated allowing Facilities Management 
to control and monitor many building functions to minimize energy 
consumption and waste.

Most electricity used on campus is produced at our power plant. As a 
greener and cleaner alternative to burning coal, the WMU power plant 
has two generators that use natural gas. The cogeneration plant produces 
heated steam as a byproduct of the combustion process, which is used to 
heat and cool facilities around campus. The facility produces 75 million 
kWh and 510 million pounds of steam annually, and combined with our 
renewable energy and conservation practices, satisfies the majority of our 
campus energy demand.

LEED Certified Buildings

EV Charging Stations
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Newell	Rubbermaid	







2015-2016 Permaculture Crew

Josh	Wolford	
Edible	

Mushrooms		

Kelsey	Pitschel	
Compost	Hot	
Water	Heater	

Allie	Spring	
Special	Projects	

Silas	Kachman	
Farm	Hand	&	Edible	

Mushrooms	

Eli	Lowry	
VermicomposFng
&	Compost	Hot	
Water	Heater		

Ali	Leist	
Black	Soldier	Fly	
ComposFng		

Max	Hornick	
Aquaponics	&	
Farm	Hand		

Ka@e	Dziepak	
Rainwater	Systems		

&	Farm	Hand	

















Sustainable	Café	IniFaFve	
•  2007:	Student	Led	Café	Ash	Norton		
•  2008:	WISCC:	Weekly	IniFaFve	for	a	Sustainable	Café		
•  2010:	The	Purple	Potato	Café		
•  2011:	The	Campus	Beet	Café	Business	Plan		
•  2011:	Internship	OpportuniFes	with	Campus	Beet	
•  2012:	The	Campus	Beet:	Café	events	/	programming	
•  2013:	SpaFal	Analysis	Report:	Best	pracFce	research	
•  2014:	Campus	Trends	Reimagining:	Café	event		
•  2015:	Healthy	Living	Club:	Food	and	programming	









Healthy Living Club   
Harvest Fest (11-6-15)



The Makings of a Local Loop



Aquaponics





Wege Prize:  Local Loop Farm



Building Community with Bikes









Open Roads New Executive Director: 
Erin Denay



Thank	you	
Admissions • Office of Faculty Development • Athletics • Family and 
Consumer Sciences • Environmental and Sustainability Studies • EUP • 
Service Learning • Associate Provost for Institutional Effectiveness • 
Provost’s Office • Office of Business and Finance • Graduate College • 
Office of Diversity and Inclusion • Lee Honors College • First Year 
Experience • Student Affairs • Office of Community Outreach • Dining 
Services • Catering • University Relations • Faculty Senate • Seita Scholars 
Program • Residence Life • Environmental Health and Safety • 
Development Office • WSA • GSA •  CEAS • HCOB• College of Aviation • 
College of Fine Arts • College of Education and Human Development • 
CHHS • CAS • FM • Campus Planning • Landscaping • OVPR • 
Interdisciplinary Humanities Climate Change Working Group • Custodial • 
BDGC • AASHE • ACUPCC • ULSF • Campus Ecology • Climate Savers 
Computing Initiative • USGBC • PeaceJam • Sustainable Endowments 
Institute • EPA Energy Star • CURC • MRC • Clean Energy Coalition • 
Second Nature • Nature Center • Chamber of Commerce • City of 
Kalamazoo • SWMSBF • Kalamazoo Bike Club • TOAD • Open Roads • 
Consumers Credit Union • Kalamazoo College • SWMI Regional 
Sustainability Covenant  • Development and Alumni Relations • Kalamazoo 
Valley Community College • COOP • Milton Ratner Foundation • 
Kalamazoo Community Foundation • SALP • and many, many other 
supporters and collaborators near and far… 



 
Contact Information: 
 

Harold Glasser, ED for Campus Sustainability & 
Professor 
Office for Sustainability 

Western Michigan University 

Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5286 
 

e:  harold.glasser@wmich.edu 

w: http://www.wmich.edu/sustainability/ 



�
The world we have made as a result of the level of 
the thinking we have done thus far creates 
problems we cannot solve at the same level of 
thinking at which we created them. �

    Albert Einstein �
�
�

�


