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Upcoming Events 
 

 

SPRING 2014 

November 1st and 2nd Western Michigan University's Reserve Officer 

Training Corps (ROTC) conducted their fall field training exercise (FTX).  
During this two day event Cadets ranging from freshmen through seniors 
were put to the test both mentally and physically.  In the past this event 
was held at Fort Custer in Augusta, MI.  However, this year the ROTC orga-
nized their training in Kalamazoo on the Western Michigan Campus and 
surrounding area. 

The event started on Friday afternoon when Cadets reported to the 
ROTC Battalion on East Campus, ready to begin their new operation, Bronco Challenge.  The Cadets 

were separated into 10 squads of nine Cadets per squad.  
Each squad had Cadets ranging from their freshman 
through junior years.  The juniors were the designated 
leaders and were evaluated during the Challenge.  The 
evaluation focused on their leadership and decision mak-
ing skills.  This is one of the many exercises used to pre-
pare the juniors to attend in preparation of Warrior Forge 
next summer.  Warrior Forge is a month long camp that 
Cadets across 

must attend in order to commission in the United States 
Army after graduating with their degree. 

The first day of the FTX was used to plan and prepare 
for the next day's mission.  Each squad was given the grid 
coordinates to each task and a map of the area.  It was the 
squad leader's job to map out the most efficient route.  On 
the second day, the squads were sent out to complete the missions.  On average, the squads walked 
approximately nine miles over the course of the day.  To encourage the Cadets, awards were given for 
the top performers at each task and the overall top three squads.  Bronco Challenge was a huge suc-
cess and the Cadets performed extremely well. 

From November 15th to November 17th a 

team of 11 Cadets from Western participated in the 
Bold Warrior Challenge. Schools from Michigan, 
Tennessee, Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana come to-
gether once a 
year to compete 
in this competi-
tion and the 
results came in 
late this past 
week. Out of 38 

Bold Warrior  

Fal l  FTX —  Operat ion 

Bronco Chal lenge  

schools to participate Western's team placed 
4th over all. During the challenge to team foot 
marched over 20 miles. For single events they 
placed 1st in Military Skills and had the top 
time for the one rope bridge. Congratulations 
to the Cadets that participated in this annual 
event, as they have trained hard all semester. 



What’s in a name 

On 24 September over a hundred well

-wishers, guests, Cadets, alumni, and 

family gathered in the Bronco Battalion 

Drill Hall to bid farewell to 1SG Billy 

Clayton. 

1SG Clayton spent 4 years serving as 

the Senior Military Instructor (SMI) for 

the Bronco Battalion.  Under his 

leadership and instruction Bronco 

Battalion Cadets were ranked as being 

part of the best program in the State of 

Michigan and in the top 10% nationally in 

3 of the major performance categories, 

fourth in overall peer evaluations, and 

most significantly, number one nationally 

based on the number of Cadets earning 

the coveted Recondo award at 

Leadership Development Assessment 

Course 2013. 

“These accomplishments would not 

have been possible without the 

dedication and leadership of 1SG 

Clayton,” said LTC Hains, The Professor 

of Military Science (PMS) for Western 

Michigan University. “These Cadets have been 

through 4 PMSs, but only one SMI, 1SG 

Clayton has been the glue that has not only 

held this organization together, but truly 

enhanced it.”  “I can honestly say that the 

under the leadership of 1SG Clayton, the 

Bronco Battalion has truly progressed from 

good to great!” 

1SG Clayton’s military education includes 

the Advanced Non-Commissioned Officer 

Course, Basic Non-Commissioned Officer 

Course, Warrior Leaders Course, Master 

Fitness Course, Air Assault School, and 

Combat Lifesavers Course.   

His Awards and decorations include the 

Bronze Star Medal (1 OLC), Meritorious 

Service Medal, Army Commendation Medal (2 

OLC), Army Achievement Medal (3OLC), 

Good Conduct Medal (5 Knots), National 

Defense Service Medal (1BS), Korea Defense 

Service Medal, and Combat Action Badge. 

MSG Benjamin Carter will serve as the SMI 

until his Permanent Change of Station (PCS) 

later this summer.   

Naming or name-changing for an organization is an important topic.  One that is debated and agonized over in terms of timing and 

accuracy of content.  The power of a name and its value has long been immortalized in prose, poetry and religious ceremony.  Every 
individual or organization recognizes themselves by name. 

A name differentiates something.  It is a way to call attention which can then influence feeling.  This is why we are so careful to choose 
the right name for babies and organizations.  A name acts as a trigger that brings to mind the meaning of that which is being named. 

The true meaning for something comes from its value, its internal worth.  This is why the name change for Western Michigan University's 
ROTC department from "Department of Military Science"  to "Department of Military Science and Leadership" was so necessary.  It was not 
a decision we agonized over or debated.  It is a change that is 
past due since the true value of the department comes from the 
leadership that is instilled in its alumni.  This was a change we 
were eager to implement.  It is a change that helps the name 
reflect the true value of what goes on within the department.  

 

Military Ball 
Date:  Saturday, 8 February 2014 

Location: Radisson Plaza Hotel 

100 West Michigan Avenue 
Kalamazoo Michigan  
 

Cost:  $30  (Parking and beverages 

not included) 
 
Call Cris for tickets or to sponsor a 
student at  269-387-8120 or email 
her at cris.obreiter@wmich.edu 

Changing of the Guard 

Department of  

Military Science AND Leadership 

1SG Clayton with LTC Hains at Military Ball 

Clayton Family at Retirement 

MSG Benjamin Carter 

1ST Clayton  with LTC(R) Colburn 



Veterans Day, the day the nation honors and remembers those who’ve served the country in the armed 

forces, was set on the 11th day of the 11th month. That's the moment the guns fell silent at the end of what 
was then known as the “Great War” in 1918. Since then, Americans have fought in many other wars and 
served in peacetime. Each year an event at Western Michigan University brings veterans together with young 
people who are just beginning their military careers. 

Veterans, many wearing baseball caps reflecting service in the Second World War, Korea, Vietnam and oth-
er conflicts, filed through the food line at Western’s Army ROTC building a few days before Veterans Day. After they were seated the pro-
gram that followed treated them to the creation of something called “dirty grog”. ROTC cadets dumped a strange mixture of food and drink 
into a big bucket as a way to highlight the Army’s various branches. Cadet Tia Harris got to drink the result. 

"It was gross; it was really gross. The olives were the worst part because they were the last thing and I actually had to chew those. We 
had alphabet soup; we had molasses, strawberry syrup, chocolate coins, Spam. We just had a lot of gross stuff in there." 

Both Cadets and veterans laughed and cheered as Harris downed the grog, including former Army officer Herb Kenz. 
"World War Two came along and I enlisted right out of high school when I was 17. I was in the occupation forces. I then find out after two 

years in Japan coming home that I was called a veteran." 
All of the armed services were represented at the Veterans Lunch. Max Doolittle, a sports announcer at 
WKZO radio in Kalamazoo for many years, was a Marine in the Pacific during the Second World War. 
"We're hoping that the young people now will say, 'Okay, we're not going to have this happen again; we're 
going to support our military and we're going to do the things we need to keep this country as great as it is.' 
And I think that's the encouraging part. We come here and we get fired up! I mean, I almost signed over for 
twenty years. And I think that's what it's about." 
Sitting across the table from Doolittle, freshmen ROTC cadets Riley Williamson and Skyler Freeman were 
clearly impressed by Doolittle’s stories. 
Williamson: "Honestly, it's really humbling and it's an experience to talk to veterans and see what they've 
been through and just learn their life stories." 

Freeman: "It's just awesome to sit and talk with them, not even about what they did but just making them feel welcome here and just 
having a great time with them."  

Western’s ROTC commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel Decker Hains, says getting future officers like Williamson and Freeman together 
with vets like Doolittle is one reason why the university’s Military Science and Leadership Department holds the Veterans Day luncheon. 

"Sir, I think they really get an appreciation of what it's like to serve. They get to hear the old stories and just get a feeling for the profes-
sion that they're aspiring to be in. We've got to pass that information along; we've got to share those stories. It's just a good warm feeling 
of sharing those stories. The past transforms into the future." 

No one knows what that future holds for Western ROTC students after they get their commissions as 
Army officers. But young and old alike became very quiet as cadet Kyle Walters explained the signifi-
cance of the small table placed in front of the podium. 

“The table symbolizes the fact that members of our armed forces are missing from our ranks. This 
table, set for one, is small, symbolizing the frailty of one prisoner alone against his oppressors. The ta-
blecloth is white, symbolizing the purity of intentions to respond to our country's call to arms. The black 
napkin stands for the emptiness these warriors have left in the hearts of their families and friends.” 

That emptiness weighed on Congressman Fred Upton as he described flying out of Baghdad with other lawmakers in 2003 the day after a 
big battle. "We took six caskets with us. Tough, man it was tough. So, this is the weekend, but it really ought to be every day that we think 
about all of you, your sacrifice, your family's sacrifice, to really make this country the place we want it to be." 

By Andy Robins  

The Annual Wounded Warrior Run (WWR), now in its 5th year, was originally created as a joint endeavor 

between Western’s Army and Air Force ROTC programs, in support of the Wounded Warrior Project (WWP).  
Over the last four years, it has grown into a campus-wide event that draws members from the entire south-
west Michigan community to come out and support WWP’s cause. 

The run's mission is twofold. It seeks to raise money to benefit the national Wounded Warrior Project and to 
raise community awareness about the mission. The run is a great way to inform citizens about the project’s goals and how they can get 
involved with other projects outside of the run. 

In April of 2013 over 700 people attended the run.  Organizations such as Bigby Coffee, Gazelle Sports, and The Golden Needle donat-
ed  to the cause.  Approximately $6000 was raised and donated to assist  wounded service members. This year we are hoping to have the 
largest turnout yet from the local communities and Western Michigan University. Our goal is to raise over $10,000 and to help spread the 
word about the great things that the Wounded Warrior Project does to help our Nation’s heroes who have been injured defending our 
freedom. The run is on Saturday, April 12th 2014; registration is available at www.wmuwoundedwarrior.com. We hope to see you all there 
this year and in the years to come! 

April 2014 Wounded Warrior Run 

Veterans Day  

“...really ought to be every day 

that we think about all of you, 
your sacrifice, your family's 
sacrifice, to really make this 
country the place we want it to 
be."                  

                                               - Upton  

Herb Kenz with LTC Hains 

http://www.wmich.edu/rotc/
http://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/wmuk/files/201311/WMU_Vet_Lunch-1.JPG
http://www.wmuwoundedwarrior.com


Army and Air Force Cadets in Western Michigan University's ROTC 

programs observed the 12th anniversary of the 11 September terror 
attacks with a vigil on campus. 

The flags were lowered to half-staff as Justin Makarewicz, a WMU 
senior from Shelbyville, played Taps at 
the flag in front of Seibert Administra-
tion Building at 8:46 to coincide with 
the time when the first aircraft hit the 
Twin Towers in New York City. 

The Cadets stood in silent vigil, ro-
tating out approximately every 30 
minutes, until 4 PM at the flagpole in 
front of the Seibert Administration 
Building at the center of WMU’s main campus to honor the lives lost in 
the terrorist attacks of 11 September, 2001. 

The game ball was presented by Cadet Joseph Benzinger, the WMU 

ROTC Battalion Commander and Cadet David Reed, the WMU ROTC 
Command Sergeant Major. The rivalry 
run is an annual tradition in the Battle 
of the Cannons Game. WMU Cadets 
met CMU Cadets midway between 
Kalamazoo and Mt. Pleasant to run 
the ball over 60 miles thru the night 
to bring the ball to Waldo Stadium. 

As the students of Western Michigan University (WMU) 

slowly trickled back to campus after a long winter break, a 
small group of WMU ROTC Cadets anticipated the start of the 
new semester more than the rest. These Cadets had signed up 
to compete in the 2013 German Armed Forces Military Profi-
ciency Badge Competition at Indiana University. The Armed 
Forces of the Federal Republic of Germany awards this badge 
and it is one of the few foreign awards a U.S. soldier or Cadet 
can earn and display on their dress uniform.  

The WMU Cadets underwent two days of rigorous testing.  
The events included a 200-meter swim, multiple running 
events, first aid testing, a scored pistol shoot, track and field 
events and a culminating foot march.    

The WMU Bronco Battalion took home six Gold and five Sil-
ver medals at the competition. Freshman Cadet Alex Proskurn-
ya finished in first place in the 12k ruck march with the fastest 
time of 1 hour and 7 minutes.  As scholar, athletes and leaders,  
the competition has given these Cadets a sense of pride and 
accomplishment that will be carried throughout their military 
careers. 

S p r i n g  C o m m i s s i o n i n g  A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 1 3  

 2LT Kevin C. Alsbro 
Aviation 
National Guard 
 

 2LT Joel T. Budd  
Active Duty 
Medical Service Corps 
 

 2LT Ryan S. Bylsma  
Active Duty 
Quartermaster 
 

 2LT Kyle R. Carlson 
Active Duty 
Field Artillery 

 2LT Henry P. Murray  
Active Duty 
Field Artillery 
 

 2LT Stephen B. Rine  
Active Duty 
Infantry 
 

 2LT James D. Skean III  
Active Duty 
Armor 
 

 2LT Sean Swistara 
National Guard 
Ordnance Corps  

S u m m e r  C o m m i s s i o n i n g  2 0 1 3  

The following commissioned after completion of  Leader 
Development and Assessment Course and other requirements 
over the summer. 

 

May 17, 2013, Calvin College Chapel, Grand Rapids MI 

     2LT David B. Headley ♦ 2LT Jonathan D. Wilgus 
 Air Defense Artillery Field Artillery 
 Active Duty  Active Duty 

 

June 25, 2013, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo MI 

 Cody M. Garrett 
  Aviation 
 Active Duty 
 

July 28, 2013, Joint Base Lewis-McCord, WA 

 2LT Kyle S. Hanson 
 Medical Corps 
 Active Duty 
 

August 16, 2013, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo MI 

 2LT Paul M. Fitzpatrick  
 Aviation  
 Reserve Duty 

September 11th Tribute 

Fa l l  C o m m i s s i o n i n g  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 3  
The following commissioned after completion of  Leader Develop-

ment and Assessment Course and other requirements over the fall. 
 

December 13, 2013, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo MI 
 

 2LT Shelley C. Aurand 
Nurse Corps 
Reserve Duty with Grad School 
 

 2LT Heather C. Dunham 
 Signal Corps 
        Active Duty 

 2LT Angela R. Hollister 
        Transportation Corps 

Reserve Corps 
   

December 17, 2013, Calvin College Chapel, Grand Rapids MI 
 

 2LT Adam D. Card  
 Corps of Engineers 
 Active Duty 

German Armed Forces Prof ic iency 

Badge Compet i t ion  

Rivalry Run 

http://videos.mlive.com/kzgazette/2013/09/taps_at_846_on_september_11.html


Were on the web: www.wmich.edu/rotc 

Like us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/WesternMichiganUniversityArmyRotc 

Tel: 269-387-8120 

Toll Free: 800-WMU-ROTC 

Fax: 269-387-8112 

BRONCOS LEAD THE WAY! 

1903 W. Michigan Avenue 

Kalamazoo MI 49008-5249 

On October 26th, twenty-three World War II veterans from the southwest Michigan area 

finally got the homecoming they never had thanks to the inaugural Southwest Michigan's 
Honor Flight. The veterans departed Kalamazoo via bus to the Gerald R. Ford International 
Airport after “in processing ” at the College of Health and Human Services on Western Mich-
igan University’s Oakland Campus. The Red Cross provided them breakfast as loved ones 
waved their goodbyes.   

On this flight were men and women from different branches of the military. Some wore 
their uniforms, some assisted their wheelchair bound com-
rades.  On board were our own CW4(R) Herb Kenz (‘52) and 
his escort for the day LTC(R) John Colburn (’65). They were 
met  in Washington DC by Jim Hubbard (’67) another WMU ROTC Alumni. During the day, they visited the 
WWII memorial along with Vietnam, Korea, Iwo Jima memorials and Arlington National Cemetery. A police 
escort was with them wherever they went.  
     Later that same evening their trip ended on a high note. They received a rousing homecoming greeting 
by Gun Lake Casino employees and a Native American tribe at the Gerald R. Ford International Airport.  
Back on the bus, they were escorted by the Patriot Riders Motorcy-
cle Club and escorted back to Kalamazoo.  At the entrance of Oak-

land Campus the Townships of Kalamazoo and Oshtemo Fire Departments set up two ladder trucks 
with a large US Flag hanging from the middle with a spotlight on it. 

Western Michigan University Reserve Officer Training Corps worked with volunteers, guardians, 
firefighters, law enforcement agencies and the Red Cross to wel-
come them home.  The weary travelers were first greeted by a 
silent tunnel of American flags and servicemen outside. Inside, the 
men and women were handed a poppy pin and a Hershey's choc-
olate bar before passing another line of cadets, police officers and 
other people in uniform.  A bagpipers played and the crowd of over 400 people erupted in cheers and 
tears.   
WMU's Cadets provided donuts from Sweetwater’s Donut Mill in Kalamazoo as well as other refresh-
ments while they waited to welcome home the veterans and their escorts. They were ushered inside 
where they were again greeted by a large crowd of their families, friends and supporters. They ranged 
from all ages, all nationalities, all united in the same goal.  To express their thanks to the brave men and 

women who did their duty when their country called.  The returning Veterans were greatly surprised to see such a tremendous gesture of 
gratitude welcoming them home. 

The veterans were originally invited to this trip with “Orders to Report” being delivered to their homes by military members.  Herb Kenz’s 
was delivered by CPT xx and our own SMI MSG Benjamin Carter.  On the return trip “Letters From Home” were passed out during an old-
fashioned mail call on the flight back.  On letter in particular was to Herb Kenz from the Cadets at the Bronco Battalion requesting the hon-
or of his presence at the 2014 Military Ball as the guest speaker.  He accepted the invitation.  

Photo by Elena Hines 

Photo by Kalamazoo Gazette 

Photo by Kalamazoo Gazette 

Photo by Kalamazoo Gazette 

T a l o n s  O u t  H o n o r  F l i g h t  I n a u g u r a l  F l i g h t  

http://talonsouthonorflight.org/2013/11/07/talons-out-honor-flight-inaugural-flight-success/

