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Andra Gillespie is Associate Professor of Political Science and Director of the 
James Weldon Johnson Institute for the Study of Race and Difference at Emory 
University.  She earned her Ph.D. in Political Science from Yale University.  Her 
research focuses on the political leadership of African American politicians who 
attempt to transcend race and how Black voters respond to them. She is the  
author of The New Black Politician: Cory Booker, Newark and Post-Racial  

America (2012) and Race and the Obama Administration: Symbols, Substance 

and Hope (2019). She is also the editor of Whose Black Politics? Cases in Post-

Racial Black Leadership (2010). 

There is a lot of media discussion about a possible realignment of Black voters 
in the 2024 election.  Such announcements are often overgeneralized and based 
on scant data and small sample sizes.  In this talk, I examine the history of 
Black voting behavior in presidential elections and identify the strengths and 
weaknesses of current data sources to help listeners make reasonable inferences 
about predicted voting behavior. 


