
NAGPS  Advocacy School – Fall 2017 

Higher education virtual career fair: 

Virtual career fair through NAGPS on October 6th. There will be about 50 universities offering 

positions to graduate and doctorate students. NAGPS just started its partnership with HERC (Higher 

education recruitment consortium). This is a good opportunity for students looking to have a professional 

experience, especially since one can apply to different universities, no matter where they are.  

Advocacy 101 

Why do we advocate? We come in to make a difference because we believe in something, get our 

constituents voice where it matters. 

 When we advocate, we do it for many people who don’t have the opportunity to talk or raise 

their needs. The purpose of advocating and coming to the training is to represent those who can’t voice 

their necessities. Additionally, collectively work for the benefit of others and even safeguarding our own 

interest as graduate student.  

How about the first day topics and how these things relate and affect our fellow students? 

Considering the issues that are affecting our campus, all the topics were important. For example, 

the issue of graduate funding and safe campus. Understanding in a more thorough manner these 

problems allows us to talk to others locally to be more aware of the realistic situation. Meet, train and 

obtain information from others who are directly affected by these issues to find good solutions to the 

problems.  

Political climate and higher education 

 Hill Visits 

 One must understand the language on the hill: being aware that they’ll probably ask for 

statistics or additional information. Preview the expectations and think of creating an actual connection 

with someone.  
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 How do we create that connection with our representatives? 

- Keeping the principal issues on focus. 

- Careful of partisan lines 

- Be the best version of ourselves (how do we portray ourselves, be ourselves in a way that will be 

effective). Take in consideration that staffers are regular people too, is very likely that our same 

needs will connect to theirs too. 

- You want to have a conversation: People are people no matter what, being courteous, 

confident, nice.  

- One needs to be accessible, people need to understand us and grasp what we’re expressing. 

Keep a language that anybody will be able to understand.  

DACA: Delia Garcia 

Dream act started in 2001 due to the need of an international student. That concern, led to her 

representative to introduce the bill. 2007 was the last time the act had some action. 

DACA, June 2012 (ages 15-30), was not an executive order. It was a directive of Homeland Security 

(which is often confused).  

5 facts: 

1. 800K people have applied from August 2012 -  October 5th This year 

2. 94% are employed or working 

3. 16% have purchased homes 

4. 5% have started their own business 

When trying to present and advocate for this issue, a good recommendation is to get the business 

community involved because in most of the cases “money matters”. Companies are directly affected by 

this in the sense of their employees, etc. Also, knowing that one needs to learn how to communicate 

needs and problems to both sides of the aisle, bipartisan support is a key for successful advocacy.  

Visits: In all three visits, staffers were receptive and appeared to be aware of the concerns we were 

raising, in addition to this, expressed the support of each of their representatives on these needs.  
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Senator Gary Peter’s office: Met with Devin Parsons (Legislative correspondent)  

Aside expressing that Senator Peter’s support for both these concerns, when it comes to 

recommendations she expressed that we should continue to contact our representative’s office, make 

sure we advocate for both sides of the aisle too, continue to call in and through collective action try to 

reach out to the Department of Education. 

Senator Debbie Stebanow: Met with Robert Curis (Legislative Aide) 

Demonstrated interest in obtaining more information about the issues we’re advocating for such 

as funding for Graduate research and education and keeping Title IX mandates. Expressed that Senator 

Stebanow was supportive of the “Omnibus appropriations act fund” urging funding for scientific research. 

When it comes to Title IX he indicated that the Senator contacted Secretary Devoss with her concerns 

about the proposed changes and promoting to reinstate Obama premises of 2014 related to title IX.  

As to recommendations on what can be done locally to continue advocating for this issue, he 

suggested that we sponsor campus activities explaining sexual assault and Tittle IX, partnering with other 

organizations to educate students and make them aware of their rights and continue to reach out to our 

representatives. He also requested additional information about how many Graduate Students in general 

are in the State of Michigan.  

Fred Upton: Met with Katherine Moffit 

Expressing congressman Upton’s support on research when it comes to finding cure for strange 

diseases. Acknowledged how the lack of data of results when it comes to Title IX is affecting all that is 

happening with the changes suggested by Secretary Devoss. When it comes to recommendations, 

suggested similar ideas as the other staffers: continue to talk to our representatives, involve others in our 

community and continue to obtain real stories of affected students.  


