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“Do we really understand the universe better than animals do?” 

--The Lives of Animals, JM Coetzee 
 

The work in this exhibition is a survey of charcoal and mixed media drawings that 
examine linguistic and physiological connections between animals and humans. 
Language plays a central role in the human-animal divide, often serving as the 
singular distinguishing trait that elevates “us” above “them.” In these works, 
Bondarchuk explores the fraught boundary between human sentience and 
what we assume – or guess – to be the limits of animal reasoning power, which 
entails communicative abilities as well. This, as well as the emotive range of 
animals, has been a particular focus of her most recent work, with language 
interposed as an unreliable marker of the divide. The drawings suggest the 
intricacies of human and animal relations, particularly the extent to which 
humans have come to dictate the terms of co-existence. The artificial constraints 
under which these creatures exist, often at the periphery of our world, highlights 
the reality that sustainability plays out under human direction although it is a 
pan-species issue. 
 
Even if we believe we understand the universe better than animals do, do we 
not have a moral obligation to act as stewards to our non-human kin? 
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