
SWMVF Fall Workshop 2013 
Notes & Resources 

(assembled by K. D. Adams & WMU students) 
 
 
Hallelujah Chorus, from Messiah 
G. F. Händel (1685-1759) 
Messiah was composed in 24 (!) days 
The “Hallelujah Chorus” closes Part II of Messiah and references text from Revelations 
 
Rehearsal Tips: 
Tempo will be around quarter=92  
Pay careful attention to text stress:  HA-lle-LU-(jah), not “Hal-le-lu-JAH” 
Flip r’s and keep the consonants crisp and short 
Keep every rhythm precise and highly articulated 
See David Hill’s “tips”: http://www.bbc.co.uk/sing/hallelujah/hintsandtips.shtml 
 
All Practice Files: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9A3852017B3C857F&feature=view_all 
 
 
Verleih uns Frieden (Da Pacem Domine) 
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-47) 
Text by Martin Luther (1483-1546) -- translation of the Latin “Da Pacem Domine” text  
Written in 1831 after Mendelssohn visited the Vatican 
 
Style is inspired by Bach - Basses introduce a simple chorale melody which is then sung 
by the women and paired with a countermelody in the basses; the piece concludes with a 
stunning 4-part chorale-style harmonization 
 
Rehearsal Tips: 
Please teach all of the men (tenors and basses) the opening melody and all of the women 
(sopranos and altos) the countermelody.  This provides the director with more options 
when deciding on volume and balance. 
The piece will be sung in German.  Resources are listed below.   
Pay particular attention to vowel color and length of the vowel. 
R’s should be rolled/flipped. 
 
Translation: 
Verleih' uns Frieden gnädiglich, In these our days so perilous, 
Herr Gott, zu unser'n Zeiten,  Lord, peace in mercy send us; 
Es ist doch ja kein Ander' nicht, No God but thee can fight for us, 
Der für uns könnte streiten,  No God but thee defend us; 
Denn du, unser Gott alleine.  Thou our only God and Saviour. 
 
 



Practice Files on the Web: 
Alto: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0qvTuM3GvPE 
Bass: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NqMLIFr1TiI 
Accompaniment:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdnBI5kpgrc&list=PL17BC204B
D37F777C 
Pronunciation: http://andoveralumni.net/classes/1957/pronounciation.mp3 
Pronunciation: http://www.musicanet.org/son/04/00050t.mp3 
 
Recording on the Web: 
Corydon Singers, Matthew Best: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpQGBUCLVZw 
 
 
Ezekiel Saw De Wheel 
William Dawson (1899-1990) 
 
Dawson was born in Anniston, Alabama and was a highly respected composer and 
arranger.  He is most widely known for his arrangements of Negro folk songs, most of 
which are acappella.  His arrangement of “Ezekiel Saw De Wheel” uses syncopated and 
overlapping rhythms and a relentless continuation of 16th notes in order to create a 
picturesque atmostphere. Dawson’s arrangement was first published in 1940. 
 
This piece depicts a divine vision from Ezekiel 1:15-21.   
 
Rehearsal Tips: 
Remember that the dialect in the score indicates a natural and relaxed pronunciation.  
(e.g. “De” should be pronounced as a soft “the”) 
 
 
 
Hark I Hear the Harps Eternal 
Alice Parker (b. 1925) 
 
“My twenty-years’ experience with Robert Shaw, an immersion in folk music of many 
kinds, has had a profound effect on my own understanding of song. I learned to see each 
tune as a small universe, setting up its own rules of pitch and rhythm, mood and dance. If 
I understand that universe, and work within it for my setting, the result is an organic 
whole that allows the original melody to flourish.” 
- Alice Parker 
 
“Each note, word, and phrase had to be just right. Each voice part had  
to invite the singer into the phrase. He allowed no splitting of voice parts, no new  
and ‘interesting’ harmonizations, no effects for effects’ sake.” 
- Alice Parker on working with Robert Shaw 
 
Recordings on the Web: 
St. Olaf: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HI4OT2OG62E 



 
Practice Files on the Web: 
https://sites.google.com/site/marinecityvocalprogram/chorale/practice-tracks 
http://www.take-note.org/woodshed.htm 
 
 
The Road Home 
Stephen Paulus (b. 1949) 
 
Recording on the Web: 
Conspirare:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbwhSP3ZIq4 
 
Practice Recording Notes: 
Please note that the repeat is NOT taken at the opening in order to save time – the 
musical material is the same.  In the rehearsals and performances, all repeats will be 
observed. 
 
Hard Times 
Stephen Foster 
Arr. Mark Keller 
 
An American parlor song from the mid-1800’s.  The song itself is prevalent in popular 
culture, and various versions have been performed by artists such as Edgar Myer, Yo-Yo 
Ma, Bruce Springsteen, Mary J. Blige, Bob Dylan, and Iron & Wine. 
 
Practice Files on the Web: 
http://www.take-note.org/woodshed.htm 
 
Radio Feature on “Hard Times”: 
http://www.opb.org/news/article/hard-times-song-reflects-fosters-own-life/ 
 
 
O Magnum Mysterium 
Nancy Galbraith 
Written 2006, premiered April 29, 2007 
"O Magnum Mysterium" was premiered along with the composer's Novena in a program 
titled "Interfaith Concert for Peace in the Holy Land." The concert was presented in 
support of the Beit Benedict Interfaith Peace Center at Dormition Abbey in Jerusalem. "O 
Magnum Mysterium" was commissioned by Mr. Allen Krynicky. 
 
About Nancy Galbraith: 
Nancy Galbraith (b. 1951) has been composing music since the late 1970's, creating 
instrumental and vocal sound praised for its rich harmonic texture, rhythmic vitality, 
emotional and spiritual depth, and wide range of expression. With major contributions to 
the repertoires of symphony orchestras, concert choirs, wind ensembles, chamber 
ensembles, electroacoustic ensembles, and soloists, Galbraith plays a leading role in 



defining the sound of contemporary classical music. Nancy Galbraith resides in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania where she is Professor of Composition at Carnegie Mellon 
University. 
 
Translation: 
 
O magnum mysterium, 
et admirabile sacramentum, 
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum, 
jacentem in praesepio! 
Beata Virgo, cujus viscera 
meruerunt portare 
Dominum Christum. 
Alleluia. 
 

O great mystery, 
and wonderful sacrament, 
that animals should see the new-born 
Lord, 
lying in a manger! 
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb 
was worthy to bear 
Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

 
Recording on the Web: 
https://soundcloud.com/ngalbraith/o-magnum-mysterium 
open.spotify.com/track/1pLS941RLBnxriQ4uekhPH  
 
Performance on the Web: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UoHU4R4XK9k 


