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JONATHAN CHAPMAN COOK, Piano

“Among Friends: 
a Recital of Contemporary Piano Music”

Evan Ware Delphi  (2002/rev. 2013)
b. 1977

Byron Petty Quarks & Leptons  (2012)  Premiere
b. 1955

Donia Jarrar Hijaz Kar Theme & Variations  (2013)  Premiere
b. 1986

intermission

Cassandra Kaczor on violence I  (2013)  Premiere
b. 1991

Jonathan Chapman Cook Etude Number 1 in E-Flat Minor  (2013)  Premiere
b. 1984

Benjamin Bourlier L’escalier sans maître  (2009)
b. 1987

Building emergencies will be indicated by flashing lights and spoken announcement within the seating area. If the notification
is for fire, please exit the building immediately. The tornado safe area in Dalton Center is along the lockers in the brick hallway
to your left as you exit to the lobby behind you. In any emergency, walk— do not run— to the nearest exit. Please turn off all cell
phones and other electronic devices during the performance. Because of legal issues, any video or audio recording of this
performance is forbidden without prior consent from the School of Music. Thank you for your cooperation.



JONATHAN CHAPMAN COOK received his bachelor’s degree in piano performance and music
Composition from Western Michigan University in 2009, where he studied piano with Lori Sims and
composition with C. Curtis-Smith and Richard Adams. As a student at WMU, Cook pursued a
multitude of interests in addition to his primary studies as a composer and pianist, including organ
performance, church music, choral, vocal, and instrumental accompanying, poetry, singing,
philosophy, and environmental studies. He served for two years as a teaching assistant with full
scholarship in the composition area as the only undergraduate to have ever filled this position. Cook
was also named the Presser Scholar his senior year. Other notable achievements during his time at
WMU include performing in the Fontana Chamber Music Festival; accompanying the award-winning
University Chorale to the Classical Music Festival in Eisenstadt, Austria, where he performed a
Beethoven piano sonata for a local Austrian audience; and receiving a commission from New Music
Project 2008, for which he composed a large work titled Lunar Modulations, based on the poetry of
T. E. Hulme, for mezzo-soprano (augmented by contact mic), string sextet, and two percussionists.

Following his years at WMU, Cook attended graduate school for his Master of Music in piano
performance at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, where he studied piano with Christopher
Harding. There he won the Stravinsky Concerto Competition and subsequently performed the
Stravinsky Concerto for Piano and Winds in Hill Auditorium under the baton of Michael Haithcock.
He also performed Beethoven’s Piano Concerto Number 1 as part of a complete cycle of Beethoven’s
piano concertos under the baton of Elim Chan. An avid promoter of contemporary music, Cook also
participated in the University of Michigan Contemporary Directions Ensemble. He graduated with his
master’s degree in 2011.

Cook currently lives in Lexington, Virginia, where he is active as a freelance pianist, composer,
organist, and teacher. He serves as music director and organist at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Hot
Springs, a small resort town located in the majestic Warm Springs Valley of the Allegheny
Mountains. Recent appearances have included a guest recital at Washington and Lee University’s
Lenfest Center for the Arts in Lexington; a performance as guest artist at the Garth Newel Music
Center, for which he was also commissioned to write a new work which was premiered on the
program; and a series of entirely improvised concerts in celebration of the Vernal Equinox. Recent
compositions include Those lights in the waters of heaven are stars..., a concerto movement in
miniature for toy piano accompanied by piano quartet, premiered by the Garth Newel Quartet with
Genevieve Lee in March of 2013; Be Thou My Vision: Remixed, for organ, piano, and electric cello,
an electrifying setting of the hymn tune of the same name which was premiered with cellist Zachary
Boyt in September 2013; and his first piano etude, to be premiered on tonight’s program.

In addition to music, Cook’s interests include poetry, philosophy, yoga, the natural sciences, and
humanistic depth psychology, with a particular interest in psychodynamics, the hypothesis of
self-actualization, and dream analysis.


