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Glad Tidings!

On behalf of the students, faculty, staff and leadership of the College of Fine Arts, I 
begin 2011 by thanking you for your good works and contributions. Indeed, Glad 
Tidings! Every time alumni accomplish something wonderful professionally, it re-
flects well on Western Michigan University. We are grateful for the ways you keep 
us posted —via e-mail, phone calls, press releases, published reviews, and updates 
in person. The good news travels far, wide and fast. It recruits prospective students, 
inspires current students, affirms the excellent work of our faculty, raises the reputation 
of WMU and gives donors confidence to invest in the College of Fine Arts.

We also appreciate your contributions this year. We were able to meet our scholarship 
obligations, despite the drop in endowment earnings.  The power of modest gifts adds 
up, and students are grateful for program enhancements your contributions make pos-
sible. Outstanding guest artists, opportunities for entrepreneurial work, professional 
travel grants, and project support have given them an additional dimension for growth 
and development. These important gifts enable them to explore career options and 
enhance their artistic skills. You may not realize how vital your financial support is, at 
any level, to our students’ continued success.

Claire Wrathall’s article “How to Spend It” (Financial Times, Oct. 2006) made this 
poignant point: “Changing the world through philanthropy may seem like a tall order, 
though the world’s largest charity, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation…is having a 
pretty good stab at it. Changing an individual’s world . . . can cost very little indeed.” 
As I extend appreciation for your gifts to the college, please know the real impact is 
among individual students. 

Once again we are proud to share the outstanding profile of our freshman students in 
CFA. The data in the table demonstrate the superior academic qualifications, selectiv-
ity, and geographic diversity 
of our student body.

All students who are admit-
ted to the programs in the 
college must undergo an 
audition or submit a portfo-
lio. Once students meet the 
academic criteria for ac-
ceptance to WMU, they are 
then selectively admitted to 
art, dance, music or theatre 
programs based on artistic 
criteria. Clearly, the highly 
talented students in our pro-
grams are also academically 
gifted. 

2010-11 Freshman Class Profile

Applications Received 1,144

Students Enrolled 182*

Average High School GPA 3.5

Average ACT Score 23.4

High School Rank 66% in top (25%) quartile

Geographic Distribution 
   Michigan 
   Out of state/ International

 
77% 
23%

*Enrollment is at capacity in dance, music and theatre

Freshman  
Class Profile



With credentials as strong as these among beginning students, imagine how accom-
plished they will be when they finish their degree programs! Thank you for recom-
mending excellent students to study in any field at WMU.

Such an impressive report also explains the motivation to invest in program excellence 
among alumni and donors. The College of Fine Arts has a special organization—The 
Medici Society—which convenes annually to recognize and thank major donors. 
Founded in WMU’s centennial year, the Society issues its “annual report” in the form 
of an experience on campus with one of our programs of distinction. Donors can then 
experience firsthand how talent is nurtured.

The Medici Society draws its roots from the 14th-16th century lineage of astute busi-
nessmen who were also political agents influencing the Italian Renaissance through 
their beneficent support of artists, poets, architects, and scientists. For example, the 
Medici family nurtured Raphael, Galileo and Michelangelo. Their generous patron-
age, unparalleled in European history, greatly advanced the commissioning of new 
art works and enhanced universities of the day. 
“Semper,” the Medici motto, embodies their faith-
ful support of the arts.

Currently the Medici Society has 81 individual or 
couple members and nine corporate or founda-
tion members. At its October 2010 meeting, 
the highest honor was bestowed upon a couple 
to recognize significant financial, political or 
strategic advancement of the college. This year’s 
recipients were Drs. Robert L. and Carol Payne 
Smith. I am grateful for their support of and belief 
in the college. We saluted Bob and Carol for their 
generous financial support and influential advo-
cacy in support of the arts.

It takes talent to develop talent. This fall the faculty, staff and leadership celebrated 
three outstanding faculty who were singled out for exceptionally fine teaching and ser-

vice. Receiving the 2010 CFA Dean’s 
Teaching award were Assistant 
Professor Karen Bondarchuk (right), 
Frostic School of Art, and Profes-
sor Jim Daniels (left), Department 
of Theatre. Professor Robert Ricci 
(center), School of Music, received 
the 2010 CFA Outstanding Service 
Award.

(Photographer: John Merrion)

“A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops,” according to 
Henry Adams. If you encountered an especially talented professor and wish to nomi-
nate a faculty member for the 2011 teaching award, please send your nomination 
before February 15, 2011. You may submit your nomination by e-mail (margaret.mer-
rion@wmich.edu), by phone (269) 387-5811, or by mail (College of Fine Arts, 1903 
W. Michigan Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5421). A brief paragraph supporting your 
nomination will help us identify talent from alumni perspective.

CFA Medici 
Society

Dr. Carol Payne Smith wearing  
Cosimo’s Cap and Dr. Robert L. Smith 
at the 2010 College of Fine Arts Medici 
Society meeting. (Photographer: Sarah  

Merrion)

Resident Talent

Identifying 
Teaching Talent

Past Cosimo Cap Recipients
2009

 Robert and Eleanor DeVries
2008

Bob and Faye Luscombe
2007

Tim and Joy Light
2006

Martha S. Hearron
2005

 Irving S. Gilmore Foundation
2004

James W. and Lois I. Richmond
2003

Charles W. and Tucky Elliott



In addition to our resident talent, another way we help our students grow is through 
visiting artists who teach and critique our students. Annually, each unit engages art-
ists and scholars to prepare students for their careers. These artists-in-residence leave 
their professional work in New York, Las Vegas, Chicago, Detroit and other cultural 
centers to help the next generation of artists learn the professional ropes. Repeatedly 
these visiting artists comment on the talent of our students—and spread the good word 
throughout the industry.

During calendar year 2010, a select list of visiting artists and scholars included:

Through the generosity of Chuck and Tucky Elliott, Tom (BA, 1964) and Sandy (BS, 
1964) Reece, The Irving S. Gilmore Foundation, and your combined contributions, 
our students have benefited enormously from such encounters with visiting artists and 
pedagogues. We are grateful for the professional immersion opportunities your gifts 
provide.

I just renewed underwriting our public radio station (WMUK) with the message that 
“the College of Fine Arts is a college of distinction with a public mission to elevate 
the human condition through the arts.” We are in good company with that mission. I 
recently read one of John F. Kennedy’s statements, “I am certain that after the dust of 
centuries has passed over our cities, we, too, will be remembered not for victories or 
defeats in battle or in politics, but for our contribution to the human spirit.” 

I send you my very best wishes for success in contributing to the human spirit in your 
daily work. Thank you, once again, for contributing to ours.

Sincerely,

Margaret Merrion, Dean

Visiting Talent

Art Dance

Elizabeth Resnick, graphic design Arturo Fernandez, Great Works artist

Alison Carey, photographer Autumn Eckman, choreographer 

Julia Christensen, artist Jason McDole, Great Works artist

Sarah Blitz, ceramics Harrison McEldowney, Great Works artist

Kate Teale, artist Derrick Evans, jazz master classes

Sylvie Bélanger, artist Sherry Zunker, jazz master classes

Lucy R. Lippard, feminist Chopper Platt, choreographer 

Colleen Plumb, artist Ken Leigh Rogers, choreographer 

Laura Letinski, artist Margi Cole, modern dance master class

Roger Shimomura, artist Willy Shives, Great Works artist

Music Theatre

Rhonda Larson, flute Paul Kelly, scenic designer

Triton Brass Quintet Patricia Nichols, lighting designer 

Meredith Arwady, opera Catherine Fitzmaurice, voice teacher

Fred Hersch, piano Nate Mitchell, stage combat choreographer

Enso String Quartet Stephen Sims, director

m-pact Rodney Cottier, Birmingham University

Leonard Slatkin, music director, DSO Ken Leigh Rogers, director 

Elinore Morin, Alexander Technique Donna Lynn Champlin, Broadway star 

Billy Hart, drums Guy Sandt, director, Purple Rose Theatre

John Wojciechowski Quartet Kelli Simpkins, Tectonic Theater Project

Original Broadway cast 
member Ken Leigh Rogers 

guest directed My One and 
Only in November 2010. 

(Photographer: Emily Duguay)
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Maestro Leonard Slatkin, 
Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra, rehearses the 
University Symphonic 
Band.
(Photographer: Brad Wong)


